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INFORMATION ABOUT THE FORUM 

Every year, the Forum gathers about 500 high-level participants, including 
prominent politicians, global and local business leaders, top managers 
of investment corporations, financial institutions and international 
organizations.

The key theme of AIF 2019 is the “Investment View on Almaty: 
New Opportunities for Cooperation”. 

Almaty Investment Forum 2019 is an opportunity to meet 
with investors. This is a platform for start-ups and innovators 
implementing their projects in Almaty.

The Forum participants will have the opportunity to get acquainted 
with the investment and business climate of Almaty, learn about 
the experience of large domestic and foreign investors operating 
in the city, as well as delve into the investment opportunities 
for businesses. 

Registration for the Forum:
almatyinvestmentforum.kz



REGISTRATION OF PARTICIPANTS 

AIF OPENING CEREMONY 

PLENARY SESSION: «INVESTMENT VIEW ON ALMATY: 
NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR COOPERATION» 

COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT SIGNING CEREMONY 

BUSINESS LUNCH

ROUNDTABLE «SMART CITY: PEOPLE, CITIES AND NEW 
TECHNOLOGIES»

Today the city accounts for 20 % of the country’s GDP. International 
companies are actively investing in Almaty.
Over the past 10 years, total investments amounting to $ 25 billion have 
been attracted into the city. Small and medium enterprises contribute 
over 40% of the city’s economy. 60% of the country's loan portfolio is 
concentrated in the city.
What can become a new growth driver for the country’s major 
metropolis? How to enhance the city’s investment attractiveness and 
ensure that the investment climate continues to comply to high 
standards? What sectors are attractive for investment in the light of new 
government programs and initiatives in the city?

Some cities in Kazakhstan are introducing the Smart City program aimed at 
making lives of inhabitants as convenient and safe as possible. International 
researchers have high hopes for the Smart City concept, as “pumped” 
megacities will become more economical. Thus, according to analysts, 
“smart cities” will enable saving up to $ 5 trillion, mainly on street lighting, 
“smart” buildings, utilities by 2022. 
How to create an ecosystem for development of technology and innovation 
in the new environment? How to develop sustainably and facilitate green 
investments? How to attract a innovative class able to create technologies 
and processes? New tools undertaken by city administrations for promotion 
of technologies for sustainable development. 

8:00 – 10.00 

10:30 

10:30 – 12:30

12:30 – 13:00 

13:00 – 14:30 

14:30 – 16:00 
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BUSINESS DINNER

ROUNDTABLE «FUTURE SECTORS OF GROWTH AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF INNOVATIONS»

Modern Almaty is not only a financial capital, but also a city of
innovation. For the innovation cluster in Almaty, all the elements are
collected: universities and research structures, the manufacturing sector
and financial companies. What tools will allow Almaty to gain a foothold
as a regional innovation hub? How to create an ecosystem with high
innovation activity? In which innovative sectors of Almaty can one
already invest?

ROUNDTABLE «THE GEOECONOMICS OF LARGE 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS: ALMATY AT THE CENTER 
OF THE SILK ROAD»

How to realize the potential of the city as a platform for accessing the 
markets of Central Asia, the EAEU, China and the entire New Silk Road? 
How to stimulate the flow of private investment in the city’s 
infrastructure? What formats for the development of production and 
transport and logistics infrastructure are of interest to investors?

ROUNDTABLE «FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE: 
INVESTMENTS IN EDUCATION, SCIENCE, AND HEALTHCARE»

Government spending on education and health averages around 5% of GDP. 
The city authority is faced with the task of increasing the share of
expenditures on education and healthcare - investment in human capital -
up to 10% of GDP. How to increase the return on public investment in
education, science and health? How to stimulate private investment in
these sectors? What business models have proven themselves in
Kazakhstan? What niches are open to private capital?

ROUNDTABLE «TOURISM DEVELOPMENT: 
ALMATY AS A NEW INTERNATIONAL HUB 
FOR  TOURISM»

What are the perspectives for the development of the tourism industry in 
Almaty? What formats are the most demanded? How to adapt an 
international experience of supporting tourism in Kazakhstan on the 
example of Almaty?

18:00 – 20:00 

16:30 – 18:00 

ROUNDTABLE «REAL ESTATE TRENDS:  INVESTMENT POTENTIAL AND 
NEW TECHNOLOGIES»
What challenges does the modern city face in the real estate market? 
What construction technologies and architectural solutions will be in
demand by market participants in the medium term? How to use the

high potential of the real estate market of Almaty to attract new
investors? What changes should happen in relations with homeowners 
associations?



AIF KEY EVENTS

PLENARY 
SESSION

PANEL 
SESSIONS

B2B MEETINGS INVESTMENT 
PROJECTS 
EXHIBITION 

SIGNING 
OF COMMERCIAL 
DOCUMENTS

BUSINESS 
BREAKFASTS, 
LUNCH AND 
NETWORKING 

EVENING 
RECEPTION 
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SPEAKERS

MUHAMMED-BIN-AHMED 

BIN-TOWAR-AL-KUWARI  

Vice President of Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry 

of Qatar

LORD PETER LILLEY

Member of the House of 

Lords, former Trade and 

Industry Secretary, Social 

Security Secretary of UK

MEHMET SIMSEK 
Advisor to Qatar Invest LLC & Dome 

Group Financial Advisors Ltd, 

former Vice Prime Minister of

Turkey (2015-2018)

BAKYTZHAN SAGINTAYEV  

Akim of Almaty city

JONATHAN WOETZEL 

Senior Partner of 

McKinsey & Co.,

director of McKinsey 

Global Institute

MIKKO LAVANTI 

Vice President, Nokia

MICHAEL SELLMAN 

Сo-Chief Executive Officer, 

Calatrava Grace

SANI SENER

President, CEO,

Tav Airports

KAIRAT KELIMBETOV

Governor of Astana International 

Financial Centre
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ANDREW WACHTEL

Rector of the Narxoz University, 

member of the United States 

Academy of Sciences



KUANYSHBEK YESSEKEYEV 

FADI FARRA  

Сo-founder, 

director&partner,

Whiteshield Partners 

ROGER HOLLAND

Managing Partner,

Scot Holland / CBRE

SERDAR GUCAR

Vice President,

Hill International

AIDYN RAKHIMBAYEV

Chairman, BI Group holding

PETER VAN DER GRACHT

Chairman and founder,

QuantoTech

SPEAKERS

Chairman, 

Kazakhtelecom JSC 

JOCHEN BERBNER

Managing Partner,

McKinsey & Company in Kazakhstan

KEVIN CHONG 

Deputy General Director for 

Kazakhstan and the Central 

Asia, Meinhardt

MAHAVIR PRATAP SHARMA

President, Tie Global 

Association

AZAMAT ASKARULY

Vice Minister of Trade and 

Integration of Kazakhstan
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VLADIMIR OLECHSHENKO

Managing Director, CEE&CIS, 

UROS GROUP

MARAT 

SHAYAKHMETOV 

Co-founder ,

The Neue School, 

California

NAZIM PALTASHEV 

Founder,

Soul of Nomad, California

GIOVANNI CAPANNELLI

Director, the 

Representative Office of 

the Asian Development 

Bank in Kazakhstan

SERZHAN ZHUMASHOV

Co-founder, chairman,

Capital Partners

HIROSHI MEGURO 

Regional Manager in the CIS countries,

Mitsui

ANTHONY O’SULLIVAN 

Partner, Whitesheild Partners

ABAY SARKULOV

Chairman,

Development Bank of Kazakhstan JSC

JAMES KYNGE  

Global China Editor,

Financial Times

SPEAKERS

PACO BUERBAUM

General Director,

SOENT travel consulting company
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GREGORY VOJACK

Co-founder, Member of the Board of 

Directors, Boston Biopharma

SYED WASEEM AKHTAR

Chancellor,

Integral university

HEINZ HÖDL           

Regional Director, 

VAMED Group for the CIS 

and the Middle East

DANIEL GUNASEELAN

President, Kazakhstan 

International School

YERKIN TATISHEV

Owner, Kusto Group

HEON JIN KIM

Representative Director,        

Medical Partners Korea 

RASHIDA SHAIKENOVA

Director of Kazakhstan Tourism 

Association,

President of the Kazakhstan 

Association of Hotels and 

Restaurants

SPEAKERS

SIDDIQUE KHAN

General Director, Globalink 

Logistics Group

TATIANA VELLER

Head of Hotel Department, 

JLL

ROBERT BOOTH

Managing Director, 

Ellington Properties
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SPEAKERS

FIRAT DEVELIOGLU

Chairman, Association of 

Turkish and Kazakh 

Businessmen (TUKIB), 

Founder, Eksen Group

BRUNO MARTORANO

Chairman , Human Development 

Group

CASSANDRA COLBERT

Regional Manager for Central 

Asia, IFC

IKBAL DAREDIA

Advisor to CEO, Islamic 

Corporation for Development 

ERIK MEYER

U.S. Consul General in Almaty

YULIA NIKULICHEVA 

Head of Strategic Consulting, JLL

YEONG WEE TAN 

Vice President,Head, 

South-east Asia and 

Rest of World, 

CrimsonLogic

DMITRIY REVIN

Executive Director, 

Eurasia Red

ERLAN DOSYMBEKOV

Managing Partner, EY for 

Kazakhstan and Central 

Asia

AGRIS PREIMANIS

Head, the European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development 

(EBRD) in Kazakhstan
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SPEAKERS

ASKAR BAITASOV

Managing Director,

ABRestaurants

BAYAN KONIRBAYEV  

Head, Digitalization 

Department of Almaty
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ADRIEN HENNI

Co-Founder, Chief Editor, East 

West Digital News



CONTACTS

For information about the programme
Dinara Dzholdaspaeva
+7 701 498 53 14

For participation and registration
Arthur Abubakirov
+7 701 137 50 99
Zhanet Nurgaliyeva
+7 702 000 57 41

For media and accreditation
Katerina Gribanovskaya
+7 777 294 66 61

For sponsorship
Madina Mukhamedzhanova
+7 771 888 77 88

Email address: info@almatyinvestmentforum.kz

Registration for the Forum:
almatyinvestmentforum.kz


