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Destination Poland –  
focused expansion in Central Europe
By Martin Oxley,  
Chief Executive Officer, British Polish Chamber of Commerce (BPCC)

At a time when the global economy is in 
turmoil, Poland continues to be a solid 
and sustainable destination for business 
growth. With its large and stable domes-
tic market, the country offers an excel-

lent platform for export sales. 

Poland’s strategic location also makes it a natural choice for EU 
investment in research, manufacturing and logistics. Road, rail and 
air infrastructure are developing apace, with UEFA’s EURO 2012 
targets providing a catalyst. 

Looking at external economic indicators, Poland is one of the only 
EU markets with positive growth. The current currency exchange 
and significant investment incentives provide an attractive frame-
work for international companies seeking expansion in Europe. 
Over the next five years, E93 billion of public sector based financ-
ing will be available to maintain the momentum in enterprise, in-

frastructure and human capital development. Poland is poised to 
become a powerful economic engine in Europe. 

The BPCC can see that many of its members who have been doing 
profitable business in Poland for years are currently upping their 
investments in this market. Companies like Tesco, GlaxoSmith-
Kline, Cadbury, Shell and Aviva are increasing production or em-
ployment in Poland. 

Paradoxically, however, we can see little new interest in Poland 
among companies that have not yet investigated this market. With 
the global crisis, companies are too often following the motto that 
“now is not the time for something new.” Yet it is exactly now that 
companies should be looking at Poland. It has the right level of low 
business risk and high business opportunity. 

Whether you need to cut costs, source more cheaply, find a new 
export market or outsource services, Poland is the right place to be 
doing business right now.

Dear reader,
Welcome to the inaugural issue of Invest-
ing in Poland, a Warsaw Business Journal 
guide for foreign investors. This publica-
tion arrives, not incidentally, at a pivotal 
moment in modern Polish history, a mo-
ment in which decisive action could mean 
the difference between great profit and 
tremendous loss. Indeed, a growing num-
ber of signs indicate that now is the right 
moment to invest in this country:

Poland’s fundamentals are strong. Through-
out the economic turmoil of 2008-2009, 
its economy has been one of the strongest 

– if not the healthiest overall – in the European Union. It has avoided 
most of the traps which have mired other regional economies. It did 
not participate in the sub-prime mortgage market, there have been 
no major bank failures and no political implosion. Economic growth 
has slowed, but recession has been avoided thus far. 

Poland is on the right path to catch up with Western Europe. This will 
admittedly take time, but that’s all the better for the far-sighted in-
vestor. Statistics show that Poland lags well behind the European 
average in areas like housing and retail space saturation, broadband 
penetration and, most spectacularly, transport infrastructure. 

The sheer volume of work that remains to be done guarantees that 
profitable investment opportunities will abound for years to come. 
Moreover, many projects will be eligible for Polish investment in-
centives and EU aid.

Poland is maturing politically. In 1991, following its first free elec-
tions since WWII, 29 political groupings entered Parliament; today 
there are just four, and polls indicate that support for these groups 

has largely stabilized. The adoption of European Union standards  

has helped to reform the political and bureaucratic classes to some 
extent, and a generous portion of EU Structural and Cohesion 
Funds has assisted in smoothing this transition. 

Problems remain, of course. For one, the Civic Platform-Polish 
People’s Party government has not followed through on many of 
its pro-business election promises. It still takes too long to start 
up a new business – the much vaunted “one-stop shop” start-up 
process still requires two stops too many. Yet for all these and other 
problems, Poland remains an investor-friendly country in which 
businesses are guaranteed protection under European law.

Poland is at a crossroads, both literally and figuratively. Situated on 
the EU’s eastern frontier, the country effectively serves as a spring-
board to Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and other regional markets. At 
the same time, its large population and stable economy make Po-
land a prime gateway for non-member states eager to penetrate the 
EU market. It is both an economic staging ground and a profitable 
place to do business in its own right.

The country is also at a turning point in another sense. The year 
2009 has marked the close of 20 years of economic, political and 
social transformation; 2010, meanwhile, signifies the opening of 
Poland’s third decade as a modern, independent nation. Terms 
such as “emerging market” and “post-communist” are taking on an 
increasingly historical character. 

Bring all of the aforementioned points together and a portrait 
emerges of a market in which investment risk is steadily falling and 
yet growth potential remains high. The purpose of Investing in Po-
land 2010 is to serve as a compass for investors interested in this 
market, offering insight into regional and municipal economies, and 
to provide the uninitiated with basic knowledge about the spectrum 
of opportunities in the country. 

Investing in Poland 2010   Introduction

E Blake Berry,  
Editor-in-Chief



3 Investing in Poland 2010

Germany: a long-term partner for Poland
By Lars Bosse,   
General Director,  
German Polish Chamber of Industry and Commerce

Germany is still a priority country for the 
Polish economy, not only when it comes 
to foreign trade – it is the destination for 
over 25 percent of Polish export – but 
also as its most important foreign inves-

tor. In Poland there are about 6,000 companies with some German 
capital, representing over 17 percent of total foreign capital in the 
country. 

Over 700 German firms have each invested more than $1 million 
in Poland, and the level of accumulated German investments in 
Poland surpassed E20 billion in 2008. The vast majority of this in-
vestment falls in the automotive, mechanical engineering, chemi-
cal & pharmaceutical, banking & insurance, energy and wholesale 
& retail trade sectors, but business process outsourcing is also 
gaining significance. The trend in the BPO sector demonstrates 
that foreign investors, including those from Germany, value the 
quality of Polish work.

Surveys carried out by the German Polish Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce among German investors show that 82 percent 
of them are satisfied with their choice of Poland as an investment 

location, and Poland is moving up in the ranking of investment 
locations in the Central and Eastern Europe region, overtaking 
the Czech Republic and Hungary. In general, the CEE region ac-
counts for about nine percent of German foreign direct invest-
ment worldwide, and the significance of this part of Europe from 
the German perspective is continuously growing.

As some of the most important advantages of investing in Po-
land, German entrepreneurs cite: EU membership; employees’ 
increasing competence and commitment, which translates into 
increased productivity at work; and the availability of local sub-
suppliers.

Among the things they rate poorly are public infrastructure, the 
tax system and its administration, as well as the low predictability 
of economic policy and legislation.

In addition to the traditional arguments in favor of investing in 
Poland, new ones are emerging: looking at Poland’s positive GDP 
dynamics through the prism of the whole of Europe in times of 
global crisis, foreign investors view the crisis in Poland as mild, 
and the economy as stable.

The investment climate in Poland  
from a Nordic perspective
by Peter TærØ Nielsen, 
Chairman,  
Scandinavian Polish Chamber of Commerce

Having traveled in Denmark, Sweden 
and the UK during the summer of 2009, 
it was my clear impression that the crisis 

was retiring, slowly but steadily.

In Poland, the crisis mainly consisted of a hangover after a real es-
tate and mortgage loan boom as well as the effects of international 
commercial and financial relations. Therefore Poland has not and 
probably will not be hit by recession.

At the same time, the so-called analysts in Western financial centers 
finally realized that expressions like “emerging markets” or “Eastern 
Europe” are not specific and precise enough. These terms cover a lot of 
different countries and luckily Poland is at the absolute top in terms of 
key economic figures, even when compared to Western economies. 

Poland is poised to be a winner after the crisis.

For Nordic investors, Poland is a very attractive country. It has a 
well-trained and well-educated workforce which is eager to work 
hard for further prosperity. 

Close proximity to northern markets and well-arranged trans-
portation and communication channels have created business 
opportunities in Poland. The number of interested Nordic com-
panies is growing and those firms already present are generally 
very satisfied.  

Poland offers many other advantages. Opportunities for EU fund-
ing have never been better. In addition, the modest tax burden for 
both companies and individuals is attractive, as are the favorable 
conditions offered in special economic zones. 

There are also obstacles, which are confusing and strange from 
Nordic investors’ point of view. The main barrier is “paper-
work” and bureaucracy. For Nordic investors it is difficult to 
see a reason for a lot of the “indispensable” paperwork in Po-
land. Such inefficiency nowadays costs money – a lot of it. This 
is something the Polish government should improve dramati-
cally if it wants Poland to remain as fantastically competitive 
tomorrow as it is today.

  Introduction
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Regional stock market capitalization (in  billion)

Source: Warsaw Stock Exchange, Prague Stock Exchange, Wiener Börse

Sources: PAIiIZ, Central Statistical Office, National Bank of Poland

Source: National Bank of Poland

Source: National Bank of Poland

Source: National Bank of Poland

Source: Eurostat

Source: Warsaw Stock Exchange, Prague Stock Exchange, Wiener Börse

*to July 2009

*  figure indicates unemployment rate 
   at the end of the period
** Economy Ministry estimate

*  Methodological changes occurred in 2004 and 2006
** NBP estimate

*Data prior to 2004 unavailable
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In this publication you will find information on the state of the 
Polish economy as evinced by the most important economic 

indicators, as well as essential data concerning our country’s re-
gions. This compendium will also present you with opportunities 
for development and incentives offered by investment areas such 
as special economic zones and industrial and technology parks. 
We hope that the investment guide which you are holding in 
your hands will prove both useful and profitable, and that the tips 
within it will provide you with solid knowledge of this country. 
We hope above all that it will help you to answer the question: “Is 
it worth investing in Poland?”

Poland is one of the fastest developing countries in Europe in 
terms of its economy. Solid macroeconomic fundamentals, the 
prospects of further economic growth and the safety guaranteed 
by membership in the EU, WTO, OECD and NATO – these 
things make our country the subject of growing interest among 
investors all over the world. Moreover, according to Eurostat 
data, Poland is one of the few European countries likely to note 
economic growth in 2009.

Investing in Poland gives entrepreneurs direct access to 38 million 
consumers within the Polish market and 500 million potential cus-
tomers in the internal EU market. It is also worth noting that Poles 
constitute a fourth of Central Eastern Europe’s population, and 
that our country’s GDP constitutes a third of regional GDP.

Factors especially favorable for investment in Poland include 
above all: the size of Polish market, its low labor costs, accessibil-
ity of educated staff, stable political situation and favorable geo-
graphical location. The country also offers numerous instruments 
supporting investors, such as:
	 • �investment incentives in special economic zones and munici-

palities (e.g. income tax exemptions or purchase of land for 
competitive prices)

	 • a favorable quality-cost ratio
	 • the possibility to make use of EU funds
	 • �a wide choice of brownfield and greenfield locations at com-

petitive prices
	 • �the possibility to locate an investment within industrial or 

technology parks, equipped with modern entrepreneurship 
infrastructure

	 • �the low cost of conducting business (corporate income tax 
rate of 19%)

Our economy’s high marks in various international rankings at-
test to the friendly investment climate in Poland. In Ernst & 
Young’s “2009 European Attractiveness Survey,” Poland held an 
excellent second place in Europe in terms of the number of new 
workplaces created thanks to FDI projects realized in 2008. Ac-
cording to E&Y experts, Poland also saw 21% more FDI projects 
than in the previous year.

Among investors planning to build service centers, interest in Po-
land has been growing for several years. International concerns 
are increasingly often putting Poland on the list of countries to 
which it is worth relocating non-production divisions, such as 
accounting or call centers. Google, Faurecia or First Data Cor-
poration are just a few examples of firms that have already sited 
service centers here. Moreover, with increasing frequency foreign 
investors are emphasizing that it is not only the cost of labor that 
counts, but also the quality. The growing percentage of BPO proj-
ects in the total volume of foreign investment is evidence of this. 
Poland is becoming a European services center, which has great 
significance for the evolution of the its labor market. 
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One of the key investment incentives in Poland is the possibility of 
investing in one of the 14 special economic zones, which together 
constitute an area of over 12,531 ha in regions across country. Any 
SEZ is subject to preferential tax treatment. An entrepreneur can 
get the following privileges in an SEZ: tax exemptions (corporate 
or personal income tax); land fully prepared for investment, at 
competitive prices; free-of-charge assistance in dealing with for-
malities connected with the investment; and property tax exemp-
tions (within some municipalities).

Great opportunities and challenges lie ahead for Poland thanks to 
its recipience of nearly 20% of the EU’s budget designated for the 
realization of cohesion policy after the 2007-2013 financial per-
spective. The E67 billion at Poland’s disposal represents the great-
est level of support the EU has ever given to a member state. Poland 
will be able to spend these resources until 2015 and entrepreneurs 
can receive support from four national operational programmes as 
well as 16 regional operational programmes.

Over the next few years PAIiIZ will strive above all to support 
those projects which create good workplaces, are distinguished 
by technological advancement and concern fields in which Poland 

has gained or has a chance to gain a lasting competitive advantage 
in the international market. In terms of sectors of the economy, 
this means that special attention will be paid to the IT, BPO, R&D, 
automotive, mechanical and aerospace branches. Additionally, be-
cause of the need to diversify energy supply, the renewable ener-
gies sector has also become a priority. 

Currently PAIiIZ’s key geographical alignment is largely towards 
the countries of the EU and, in the longer term, India and China. 
The economic crisis has of course influenced foreign entrepre-
neurs’ plans to locate investments in Poland, and yet they have not 
completely given up on being present in our country. They appre-
ciate the fact that Poland is not experiencing the crisis to the same 
extent as other EU countries and is still developing at a relatively 
quick pace. Our task is to convince them that investing at this mo-
ment will be rewarding, because a period of economic slowing is 
more conducive to the realization of investments with markedly 
lower expenditures than a period of prosperity. 

 
Text provided by:  
the Polish Information and Foreign Investment Agency
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key contacts
Marshall’s Office 
	� Pl. Teatralny 2, 87-100 Toruń 
% (+48) 56 621 84 90 
6 (+48) 56 621 82 75  
@ gabinet@kujawsko-pomorskie.pl

Investor Assistance Centre 
	� Pl. Teatralny 2, 87-100 Toruń 

Coi.kujawsko-pomorskie.pl 
% (+48) 56 621 83 97 
6 (+48) 56 621 83 02 

Key facts
Voivode: Rafał Bruski 
Marshall: Piotr Całbecki 
Area: 17,972 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 2,067,918
Labor force (Dec 2008): 1,336,920
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 14.4%
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.2,761.03
GDP (2006): zł.50.2 billion (4.7% of national GDP)
Natural resources: Jurassic limestone, lignite, rock salt
Number of students in higher education (2007): 83,000
Number of institutions of higher education: 21
Major universities: Kazimierz Wielki University, 
Nicholaus Copernicus University 
Major airport: Bydgoszcz I.J. Paderewski Airport 
Special Economic Zone:

	 Pomeranian Special Economic Zone: 564 ha

Estimated investment 
Total (2007): zł.8.11 billion  
(private sector: zł.5.28 billion; public sector: zł.2.81 billion)
	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.3.05 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.2.39 billion
		  electricity, gas and water supply: zł.640.3 million
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.1.24 billion
	 Trade and repair: zł.938.1 million
	 Construction: zł.911.1 million		
	 Transport, storage and communication: zł.395.1 million
Recent major investors: Alcatel-Lucent, Azko Nobel, Bonduelle, British Sugar, 
Lafarge, Mondi Group, Nestle, Nordzucker, Provimi, Rieber & Son, Sharp Corpo-
ration, ThyssenKrupp, Unilever
Sources of major foreign investment: the UK, France, Germany, Japan

Voivodship budget
2008:					   
Revenues: zł.655.93 million
Expenditures: zł.740.93 million
Deficit: zł.85 million

2009 (projected):	
Revenues: zł.731.17 million
Expenditures: zł.795.17 million
Deficit: zł.64 million
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Occupying a prime location in Poland’s central northeast, 
Kujawsko-Pomorskie voivodship is strategically situated in 

terms of the domestic market and within easy reach of foreign mar-
kets. It is not a region of great extremes – for instance, according to 
the local authorities, it’s “average” in terms of area and population. 

Indeed, average is in many ways a good 
term to describe Kujawsko-Pomorskie. 
It is neither the richest nor the poorest 
voivodship, the most entrepreneurial nor 
the least. Its contribution to national GDP 
is more or less in the middle of the pack. 

The region is far from average in other 
areas though, not least of which are its 
potential and the ambition of its local 
officials. Their express desire is to make 

Kujawsko-Pomorskie one of the “most competitive and innovative 
regions in the European Union.” To that end, a number of institu-
tions have been established to facilitate investment, including an 
Investor Assistance Centre and several industrial and technology 
parks.

Food-processing (Kopernik, Jutrzenka), chemicals (Anwil, Zach-
em), manufacturing (Apator, Hydrotor), wood-timber and paper 
(Mondi Świecie) are among the best-developed industries in the 

voivodship. Agriculture is also a traditionally strong sector. Tele-
coms and advanced manufacturing are becoming more prominent, 
with investments from firms such as Alcatel-Lucent and Sharp 
Corporation. The latter’s Sharp Crystal Park, located in Łysomice 
near Toruń, is an LCD display manufacturing center investment 
valued at around zł.1 billion. 

To accommodate these and other projects, the voivodship is working 
to develop new infrastructure. For example, the Bydgoszcz Airport 
– which serviced over 280,000 passengers in 2008 – has received 
EU funding and plans to modernize elements such as its runway and 
taxiways. A new cargo terminal will also be developed. 

Regional highways are also expecting an overhaul. Projects in 
the pipeline include the development of the A1 motorway link-
ing Scandinavia with the south of Poland and Europe, via Gdańsk 
and Toruń; the S10 expressway, which will connect Szczecin and 
Warsaw, via Bydgoszcz and Toruń; and the S15 from Poznań to 
Warmia and Mazury via Toruń. 

Among their other assets, local authorities list low labor costs, 
a large workforce (various fields of medicine are noted) and the 
quality of local institutions of higher education. Unemployment 
remains relatively high, meaning employers have the advantage in 
the market, and a number of well-respected universities add to the 
labor pool each year. 

kujawsko-pomorskie voivodship

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Włocławek 	 118,432	 84 sq km
Grudziądz 	 99,090	 58 sq km
Inowrocław 	 76,489	 30 sq km
Brodnica	 27,534	 23 sq km
Świecie	 25,567	 12 sq km

Bydgoszcz
Bydgoszcz, home of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivode’s Office, is 
the region’s largest city in terms of both area and population. It is a 
town with a long history – the first recorded mention of Bydgoszcz 
is from 1238 and it was given a municipal charter a little over 100 
years later. 

The city is obviously proud of its 600-plus years of history and ac-
tively courts tourists with its historical monuments and architec-
ture. It also has an opera house, concert hall and several theaters, 
assets which it touts as advantages in its cultural rivalry with sister-
capital Toruń. 

According to the local authorities, the residents of Bydgoszcz also 
possess a strong entrepreneurial spirit – upwards of 123 economic 
entities per 1,000 residents are registered in the city. In total there 
are over 43,000 private businesses, more than 500 of which have 
foreign capital. 

The city’s business environment is well developed, with strong 
banking and financial services sectors as well as several chambers 
of industry and commerce. It is also home to the headquarters of 
the Bydgoszcz Industrial Cluster, a collection of almost 30 firms 
from different sectors of industry as well as various other institu-
tions. 

The city hosts a number of educational institutions which supply 
the local labor market with graduates in a number of fields, includ-
ing engineers, doctors, teachers, economists. 

Infrastructure in and around the city is the subject of several ongo-
ing and nascent projects. These include the construction of a water 
park, redevelopment of a local sports complex and a stadium, and 
reconstruction of a bridge. The city’s tramlines are also being ex-
panded and cycling paths are being built.

Mayor: Konstanty Dombrowicz
Area code: 0 52
Area: 175 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 361,222 
Labor force (Dec 2008): 235,572
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 6.3%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 19.21%

major cities
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Recent major investors: Carrefour Polska, Hotel Słoneczny 
Młyn, Hunger Development, Opus 2 Investment, Parkridge 
CE Retail
Key contacts: 
	� Investment Department 

Contact person: Bogdan Tyborski, department director:   
ul. Grudziądzka 9-15, building B, 107-108  
85-130 Bydgoszcz 
% (+48) 52 58 58 151, 6 (+48) 52 585 82 38  
@ win@um.bydgoszcz.pl 

	� Department of Culture and Foreign Cooperation 
Contact person: Halina Piechocka-Lipka,  
department director:   
ul. Jezuicka 1, 85-102 Bydgoszcz 
% (+48) 52 585 81 89, 6  (+48) 52 585 88 32  
@ wk@um.bydgoszcz.pl 

Toruń
Gothic architecture, Teutonic Knights, Nicolaus Copernicus 
and gingerbread – while it seems an odd mix, these are all sym-
bols of Toruń, Warmińsko Mazurskie’s second capital and seat 
of its marshall. 

Even more so than 
Bydgoszcz, Toruń 
is a town known for 
tourism and culture. 
Its medieval old 
town is extremely 
well preserved and 
occupies a place on 
UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List. A pair 
of local castles, the 
house where Coper-
nicus was born, sev-

eral Gothic churches and a planetarium all help to draw tides 
of visitors each year. 

Like their peers in the voivodship’s offices, Toruń’s officials 
are highly ambitious in their development plans. In addition 
to culture and tourism, they list hospitality, trade-services, 
and advanced, environmentally friendly industries among the 
kinds of investments they would like to encourage. Moreover, 
the city’s strategic development plan aims to create an interna-
tionally recognized academic center and to make Toruń one of 
the strongest economies in the north of Poland.

One means of achieving these goals is of course to attract 
investment. To that end, the city offers tax reliefs for new in-
vestments or the creation of new jobs, as well as real estate 
tax exemptions for many public-use sports or recreational 
investments. Local officials also note the presence of a num-
ber of local institutions which support entrepreneurship and 
investors.

Infrastructure in the city is constantly being upgraded. Over 
the past few years Toruń has, by its own estimation, invest-
ed around zł.700 million in technical infrastructure. In 2009 
alone it budgeted for around zł.300 million in infrastructure 
investments, about a third of which was designated for road 
modernization. Other major projects in the offing include the 
construction of a new bridge across the Vistula, creation of 
modern waste-management infrastructure and work on a fast 
metropolitan railway connecting Bydgoszcz and Toruń.

Mayor: Michał Zaleski 
Area code: 0 56 
Area: 116 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 206,619 
Labor force (Dec 2008): 139,306
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 7.2%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 28.7%
Recent major investors: Castorama Polska/Kingfisher 
Sourcing Eastern Europe, International Theaters Ltd, Makro 
Cash & Carry, Urbański Construction Company
Key contacts: 
	� Investor Assistance Office  

ul. Wały Gen. Sikorskiego 8, 87-100 Toruń  
% (+48) 56 611 86 99  
@ boi@um.torun.pl  
Contact person: Mateusz Kurzawski, office director 

	� Department of External Cooperation and Information 
ul. Wały Gen. Sikorskiego 8, 87-100 Toruń  
% (+48) 56 611 87 47  
@ wwzii@um.torun.pl 
Contact person: Andrzej Pietrowski, department director
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key contacts
Marshall’s Office 
Department of Promotion and International 
Cooperation 
	� Al. Piłsudskiego 8 

90-051 Łódź 
% (+48) 42 663 36 00 
6 (+48) 42 663 36 02 
@ promocja@lodzkie.pl

Department of Entrepreneurship 
	� ul. Traugutta 25 

90-113 Łódź 
% (+48) 42 291 98 40 
6 (+48) 42 291 98 41 
@ przedsiebiorczosc@lodzkie.pl 
Contact person: Marcin Nowacki, office head

Center for Investor Assistance 
	� ul. Traugutta 25 

90-113 Łódź 
% (+48) 42 291 98 51 
@ przeds@lodzkie.pl 
Contact person: Janusz Baranowski

Łódź
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Key facts
Voivode: Jolanta Chełmińska
Marshall: Włodzmierz Fisiak
Area: 13,988 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 2,555,898
Labor force (Dec 2008): 1,634,443
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 10.6%
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.2,822.09
GDP (2006): zł.65.63 billion  
(6.18% of national GDP)
Natural resources: brown coal, ceramic clay,  
gypsum, limestone, mineral water, rock salt
Number of students in  
higher education (2008): 141,747	
Number of institutions  
of higher education: 29
Major universities: Technical University  
of Łódź, University of Łódź
Major airport: Łódź Władysław Reymont Airport
Special Economic Zones: 

	 Łódź Special Economic Zone: 995.5 ha
	 “Starachowice” Special Economic Zone: 25.97 ha

Estimated investment 
Total (2007): zł.13.84 billion  
(private sector: zł.8.55 billion; public sector: zł.5.29 billion)
	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.5.47 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.3.11 billion
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.2.88 billion
	 Transportation, storage and communication: zł.1.48 billion
	 Construction: zł.1.16 billion
	 Trade and repair: zł.871.3 million
	 Agriculture: zł.285.1 million
Recent major investors: Ceri, Corning Cable Systems, Panattoni, Sonoco
Sources of major foreign investment: Austria, France , Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, the UK, the US

Voivodship budget
2008:
Revenues: zł.501.96 million
Expenditures: zł.573.72 million
Deficit: zł.71.75 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.761.82 million
Expenditures: zł.939.66 million
Deficit: zł.177.83 million
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Conveniently situated between the densely populated Warsaw 
and Katowice agglomerations, Łódzkie voivodship has consis-

tently attracted large amounts of foreign investment over the years. 
The region’s IT sector is 
fast-growing – US-based 
IT hardware producer Dell 
decided in early 2009 to 
relocate its Irish produc-
tion facility to Łódź, the 
capital of the voivodship, 
to give just one recent ex-
ample. 

Łódzkie is home to the 
Łódź Special Economic 
Zone, in which large firms 
such as packaging manu-
facturer Printpack and ce-
real producer Kellogg have 
sited investments. Other 

special investment areas include the Industry and Technology 
Park Bełchatów Kleszczów, the largest industrial and tech park in 
Poland, and the Kutno Agro-Industrial Park.

A number of infrastructure projects are underway or in the pre-
paratory stages in Łódzkie, and the area is a crossroads of sorts 
within Poland. For example, once work on the A1 and A2 motor-

ways is completed, Łódź will serve as an interchange for drivers 
headed to Germany, Belarus, the Czech Republic or the Baltic 
Sea.

The voivodship is also famously rich in coal. A large lignite mine 
and power plant in Bełchatów, both part of the PGE energy group, 
make the region one of the most important energy production and 
supply centers in the country. 

The presence of heavy industry is offset by the natural beauty of 
the region. There are dozens of tourist trails associated with cul-
ture, history and nature, four of which are part of pan-European 
heritage trails. The region also attracts tourists with its 2,000 km 
of biking trails, rivers for canoeing and kayaking, and about 150 
horse-riding centers.

In terms of education, the voivodship has nearly 30 institutions 
of higher education, including the world-famous Polish National 
Film, Television and Theater School, whose alumni include Os-
car winners Roman Polański and Andrzej Wajda, as well as Oscar 
nominee Krzysztof Kieślowski.

When it comes to sport, one of the most visible teams is GKS 
Bełchatów, currently the only soccer club from Łódzkie in Poland’s 
top league, Ekstraklasa. In other disciplines, Skra Bełchatów is one 
of Poland’s best men’s volleyball teams, while Budowlani Łódź was 
the 2009 Polish rugby champion.

major cities

ŁÓdzkie Voivodship

Łódź
Poland’s second-largest city in terms of population, Łódź, lies close to 
the geographical heart of the country. It sits at the (planned) crossroads 
of the A1 and A2 motorways, within 200 km of most other major Polish 
cities, an advantage which has led many firms to invest there.

Logistics is one sector in which Łódź has traditionally been strong. 
The city has also parlayed its industrial heritage into a modern 
economy, drawing investments in white goods manufacturing, 
IT and BPO from large multinationals such as Accenture, Indesit, 
DHL Express, Fujitsu Services and Nordea Bank. 

 
Representatives of the city emphasize the quality and affordabil-
ity of local workers. A number of respected institutions of tertiary 
education introduce new graduates to the labor force each year 
and the average monthly wage remains relatively low – well below 
that of smaller cities such as Wrocław, Gdańsk or even Rzeszów in 
H1 2008.

Infrastructure projects include the modernization of a railway line 
between Łódź and Warsaw, and reconstruction of the Łódź Fab-
ryczna railway station. The “New Łódź Center” project, a massive 
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scheme to revitalize and rede-
velop 90 ha of land in the city 
center, is additionally in the 
works. The project is scheduled 
for completion in 2017. 

Łódź’s once famous textile fac-
tories are also being adapted 
for residential and commercial 
purposes. Revitalized build-
ings now host lofts, offices and 
shopping centers. 

As a cultural center, Łódź at-
tracts cinephiles and music lov-

ers to its annual Camerimage film festival and Festival of Dialogue 
of Four Cultures. The city is also in the running to become the 
2016 European Capital of Culture.

Mayor: Jerzy Kropiwnicki
Area code: 0 42
Area: 293.25 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 753,192
Labor force (Dec 2008): 486,705
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 8.1%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 4.54%

Recent major investors: Apsys, Bosch-Siemens, Coca-Cola, 
Coko-Werk, Dell, DHL, Fujitsu Services, Gillette, Indesit, Laser 
Geosoft, Transition Technologies, Uniqa, VF Polska
Key contacts: 
	� Łódź City Hall 

Investor Relations Unit 
ul. Piotrkowska 113 
90-430 Łódź 
% (+48) 42 638 47 00 
6 (+48) 42 638 44 85 
@ przedsiebiorczosc@uml.lodz.pl 
@ prp@uml.lodz.pl

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Piotrków Trybunalski	 78,475	 67.24 sq km
Pabianice	 69,470	 32.99 sq km
Tomaszów Mazowiecki	 65,935	 41.30 sq km
Bełchatów	 61,496	 34.64 sq km
Zgierz	 58,055	 42.33 sq km
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key contacts
Lower Silesia Agency for Economic  
Cooperation,  
Regional Center for Investor  
Assistance and Promotion  
	 ul. Kuźnicza 10 
	 50-138 Wrocław 
	 www.dawg.pl 
	 % (+48) 71 344 02 86  
	 6 (+48) 71 344 02 85  
	 @ biuro@dawg.pl 
	 Contact persons: Agnieszka Chmist,  
	 Robert Śliwiński

Key facts
Voivode: Rafał Jurkowlaniec
Marshall: Marek Łapiński
Area: 19,947 sq km 
Population (Dec 2008): 2,877,059 
Labor force (Dec 2008): 1,896,611
Unemployment rate( June 2009): 11.6% 
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.3,224.91
GDP (2006): zł.85.77 billion  
(8.08% of national GDP) 
Natural resources: barytes, granite,  
natural aggregate, nickel ore, sandstone 
Number of students in higher  
education (2007): 169,172
Number of institutions of higher education: 36
Major universities: Wrocław Medical Academy, Wrocław University,  
Wrocław University of Economics, Wrocław University of Technology
Major airport: Wrocław International Airport
Special Economic Zones: 
	 Kamienna Góra Special Economic Zone for Medium Business: 397 ha
	 Legnica Special Economic Zone: 457 ha
	 Tarnobrzeg Special Economic Zone “EURO-PARK WISŁOSAN”: 410 ha
	 Wałbrzych Special Economic Zone “INVEST-PARK”: 1,218 ha

Estimated investment 
Total (2007): zł.17.4 billion  
(private sector: zł.11.93 billion; public sector: zł.5.47 billion)
	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.7.06 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.5.11 billion
	 Construction: zł.2.14 billion
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.1.86 billion
	 Trade and repair: zł.1.85 billion
Recent major investors: Acer , Bombardier Transportation, Bosch, BTR Au-
tomotive, Cadbury, Electrolux, Fagor, LG Electronics, McCain, Metro, Toyota, 
Volvo, Whirlpool
Sources of major foreign investment: Canada, France, Germany, Japan, 
South Korea, Spain, Sweden, the UK, the US

Voivodship budget
2008:
Revenues: zł.971.25 million
Expenditures: zł.1.08 billion
Deficit: zł.115.8 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.1.02 billion
Expenditures: zł.1.33 billion
Deficit: zł.306 million
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lower silesia voivodship

Lower Silesia is currently one of the fastest-developing voivod-
ships in Poland. Wrocław, its capital, has been a focal point for 

recent investments, but the region’s secondary cities have also at-
tracted their fair share of new business. 

The city of Lubin, for example, 
has seen investment by compa-
nies such as British Petroleum, 
Jeronimo Martins and McDon-
ald’s. It is also a strong mining 
center, which boasts the head-
quarters of the KGHM copper 
conglomerate. Świdnica, mean-
while, is home to Electrolux 
and Nifco factories.

According to Lower Silesia’s 
authorities, more than 4,600 
companies with foreign capital 
are registered there, compris-
ing around a third of the total 

number in the voivodship. They also point out that many banks 
and other financial institutions are locally headquartered, and that 
the growth of the regional economy has helped to attract or create 
a number of organizations, both governmental and non-govern-
mental, whose purpose is to foster entrepreneurship.

A supply of well-educated labor and a history of technological 
achievement make the voivodship attractive for firms from the hi-
tech sector. Indeed, the region hosts around a third of the compa-
nies operating in the Polish IT market. An abundance of engineers 
has also fueled the development of the white goods sector and the 
automotive industry. 

Lower Silesia borders both the Czech Republic and Germany, an 
advantage which undoubtedly helps explain why it is one of the 
biggest exporters in Poland. Its top exports include machinery and 
electrical devices, non-ferrous metal materials, automotive vehi-
cles and furniture, among other things. 

City and regional authorities offer investors administrative as-
sistance, tax breaks and support in the form of government and 
EU grants. In addition, no fewer than four special economic 
zones have subzones located in Lower Silesia, in which high-
profile investors such as Toyota and Colgate Palmolive have 
sited projects.

The region is strategically located on the Oder River in the south-
west of Poland, and is bisected by the A4 highway, which facilitates 
transport between Germany and eastern Poland. The continual 
development of road and broadband-internet infrastructure, as 
well as the development of a commuter railroad and rapid trams, 
will contribute to future growth in the region. 
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Wrocław
Wrocław, the capital of Silesia voivodship, is a fast-growing cultural 
hub known for its young, educated residents. The city is one of 
the biggest educational centers in Poland, and the region’s authori-
ties are keen to emphasize the importance of the knowledge-based 
economy in today’s business environment. 

A number of large and innovative investments, such as a Google 
Innovation Center, a HP BPO center and an LG factory, have been 
sited in and around the city. The latter facility, located in a village 
just outside Wrocław, is one of the biggest greenfield investments 
Poland has seen to date – together with its suppliers, LG has cre-
ated over 4,000 jobs and is to invest over E800 million by 2011.

Wrocław Mayor Rafał Dutkiewicz has earned a reputation for pro-
moting his city indefatigably among foreign investors. He also lob-
bied heavily for Wrocław to host the Expo 2012 event and to become 
the home of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology; 
while the city lost out in the finals on both occasions, it still earned 
international attention. Efforts regarding the Euro 2012 soccer  
championship were more successful – the city will host matches in 
a new stadium being developed in the Maślice district. 

Finally, Wrocław also plays a role as an acknowledged center of cul-
ture. It is home to a myriad of theaters, museums, art schools and 
a symphonic orchestra. In addition, each year the city plays host to 
a variety of festivals, such as the Era New Horizons International 
Film Festival and Wratislavia Cantans, an annual celebration of 
choral music held in city for over 40 years.

Mayor: Rafał Dutkiewicz
Area code: 0 71
Area: 96 sq km
Population (2008): 632,162
Labor force (2008): 420,486
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 4.4%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 39.9%
Recent major investors: 3M, Amesbury, Capgemini, Esplex 
(Acer group), HP, HSV, Linde Gaz, Nokia Siemens Network, 
Opera Software, QHN, Sauer Danfoss, Sonoco, Tieto Enator
Key contacts: 
	� Wrocław City Hall 

Office of Economic Development 
ul. G. Zapolskiej 2/4  
50-032 Wrocław 
% (+48) 71 777 71 57 

 
6 (+48) 71 777 71 29  
@ brg@um.wroc.pl 
Contact person: Janina Woźna

	 Office of International Cooperation 
	 Sukiennice 9 
	 50-107 Wrocław  
	 % (+48) 71 777 82 61  
	 %/6 (+48) 71 777 86 78 
	 @ bwz@um.wroc.pl 
	 Contact person: Ewa Gołąb-Nowakowska 

major cities

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Wałbrzych 	 122,411	 84.70 sq km
Legnica 	 104,489	 56.29 sq km
Jelenia Góra 	 85,378	 109.22 sq km
Lubin 	 75,225	 40.77 sq km
Świdnica	 59,863	 21.76 sq km
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key contacts
Marshall’s Office 
	 ul. Spokojna 4, 20-074 Lublin 
	 % (+48) 81 441 66 00 
	 6 (+48) 81 441 66 02 
	 @ marszalek@lubelskie.pl 
Investor Assistance Center 
	 ul. Graniczna 4, 20-072 Lublin 
	 www.invest.lubelskie.pl 
	 % (+48) 81 537 16 21 
	 @ coi@lubelskie.pl
Department of Promotion and Tourism  
	 ul. Lubomelska 1-3, 20-950 Lublin 
	 % (+48) 81 441 67 89 
	 @ zip@lubelskie.pl 
	 Contact person: Piotr Franaszek,  
	 acting department director

Key facts
Voivode: Genowefa Tokarska
Marshall: Krzysztof Grabczuk
Area: 25,122 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 2,161,832
Labor force (Dec 2008): 1,359,491
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 11.6%
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.2,825,18
GDP (2006): zł.40.84 billion (3.9% of national GDP)
Natural resources: coal, gas, limestone, marlstone, oil
Number of students in higher education (2007): 103,530
Number of institutions of higher education: 19
Major universities: Maria Curie-Skłodowska University  
in Lublin, the Catholic University of Lublin, the Lublin  
University of Technology 
Major airports: None
Special Economic Zones: 

	 EURO-PARK MIELEC Special Economic Zone: 112 ha
	 “Starachowice” Special Economic Zone: 99 ha
	 Tarnobrzeg Special Economic Zone “EURO-PARK WISŁOSAN”: 50 ha

Estimated investment
Total (2007): zł.6.07 billion  
(private sector: zł.3.44 billion; public sector: zł.2.63 billion)
Of which:
	 Industry: zł.1.51 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.934.5 million
	 Real estate, renting and business activity: zł.1.13 billion
	 Construction: zł.819.7 million
	 Transport, storage and communication: zł.679.3 million
	 Trade and repair: zł.450.5 million
Recent major investors: Augusta, Clondalkin Group
Sources of major foreign investment: France, Germany, Italy, South Ko-
rea, the Netherlands, the US

Voivodship budget
2008:
Revenues: zł.795.77 million
Expenditures: zł.856.45 million
Deficit: zł.60.68 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.949.04 million
Expenditures: zł.987.63 million
Deficit: zł.38.59 million
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major cities

Lublin
Although not as wealthy as some other regional capitals, Lublin 
is well-known for its rich history and culture. Perhaps that’s why so 
many students – nearly 100,000 – are drawn to the city, known as one 
of Poland’s most vibrant university towns. Lublin is also one of several 
in Poland vying for the title of European Capital of Culture in 2016.

The main universities in the city include the Maria Curie-Skłodowska 
University, the Lublin University of Technology, the Catholic Uni-
versity of Lublin and the University of Life Sciences in Lublin. In 
total, its 14 universities produce 20,000 graduates per year.

A relatively high percentage of the city is covered by zoning plans, 
which makes construction of new facilities easier. City authorities 
also offer property tax incentives for investors that create jobs there.

Lublin is Poland’s ninth-largest city in terms of population, and as 
such offers a large market for businesses selling their goods and 
services. Purchasing power is not huge (it stands at about 44 per-
cent of the national average), but the city also offers a relatively low 
cost of labor that investors should find attractive.

Local authorities offer investment incentives for businesses that 
create jobs, and are especially looking to devlop the renewable en-
ergy, BPO and organic food sectors. The EURO-PARK MIELEC 
SEZ has a 70-ha subzone in the city, and the local authorities have 
significantly large amounts of EU structural funds at hand to en-
courage investment. Depending on the project, up to 70 percent of 
investment costs can be refunded by the city.

Lublin has also embarked on an ambitious investment program to 
build and resurface roads, construct sewage networks and furnish 
other vital infrastructure. The largest projects in the infrastruc-
ture program include a ring road around the city and an airport in 
Świdnik, just a few kilometers away from Lublin.

Mayor: Adam Wasilewski
Area code: 0 81
Area: 147 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 350,462
Labor force (2008): 235,163
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 8.3%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 43.8%
Recent major investors: Aliplast, Ball Packaging Europe Lublin, 
Batory Investment, Centrum Zana, Trans-Hurt
Key contacts: 
	 Foreign Affairs Office 
	 Rynek 8, 20-111 Lublin 
	 @ international@lublin.eu 
	 Contact person: Joanna Szeląg:  
	 @ jszelag@lublin.eu 
	 % (+48) 81 466 19 20 
 

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Chełm 	 67,782 	 35 sq km 
Zamość	 66,375 	 30 sq km 
Biała Podlaska	 57,783 	 49 sq km
Puławy	 49,386 	 50 sq km
Kraśnik	 35,731 	 25 sq km

lubelskie voivodship

Relatively low labor costs, extensive agricultural resources and 
close proximity to Poland’s border with Ukraine and Belarus 

– Lubelskie voivodship boasts a wealth of advantages for investors. 
Though the region is most obviously advantageous for agricultural 
investors, a look beneath the surface reveals opportunities in sec-
tors such as tourism, sustainable energy, business process out-
sourcing and logistics. As one of Poland’s poorest voivodships, it is 
also one of the largest recipients of EU structural funds.

Some 68 percent of Lubelskie comprises rich agricultural land, so 
it is no wonder that most of the region’s main industries are tied to 
farming. The voivodship is responsible for 83 percent of the coun-
try’s hops production, 75 percent of its raspberry production and 43 
percent of its tobacco production. Its seven scientific-research insti-
tutes related to agriculture – including the University of Life Scienc-
es in Lublin – support the industry with well-educated graduates.

The region’s agricultural character doesn’t mean its potential is lim-
ited to farming, however. With seven national, scenic and nature-
reserve parks, agro-tourism is a strong and growing industry. And 
the region’s tourism offer doesn’t end there. Cities such as Chełm, 
Kazimierz Dolny and Zamość offer historical and regional land-

marks, as does the voivodship capital of Lublin, known through-
out the country for its rich cultural and artistic heritage.

Lubelskie also has burgeoning biofuels and biomass industries, which 
will grow as Poland increases its production of sustainable energy. 
The voivodship’s Regional Innovation Strategy focuses on such tech-
nologies, offering incentives to businesses investing in the sector. 

Heavy industry – especially chemicals, mining and machinery – 
have a strong presence in the region as well. Auto manufacturing 
has been part of the economy since 1918, and a PZL Świdnik plant 
produces state-of-the-art helicopters. 

But perhaps the region’s biggest advantage – and its future success 
– lies in its abundance of quality human capital. The area is replete 
with highly regarded universities and institutions of higher educa-
tion. Some 105,000 students study in the region, 47 percent of its 
population is 35 years of age or under, and salaries are just 88 per-
cent of the national average. Officials point out that this makes the 
region perfect for BPO centers, and companies such as Orange, In-
teligo, Telekomunikacja Polska and Genpact have already opened 
BPO facilities in the area.

	 Investor Service Bureau 
	 Pl. Łokietka 1/10  
	 20-109 Lublin 
	� % (+48) 81 466 25 00  
6 (+48) 81 466 25 01  
@ inwestorzy@lublin.eu 
Contact person: Bartosz 
Sobotka, bureau director
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key contacts
Investor Assistance Center for  
Lubuskie Voivodship 
	� ul. Chopina 14 

65-001 Zielona Góra 
% (+48) 68 329 78 38  
6 (+48) 68 327 78 39 
@ info@coi-lubuskie.pl  
Contact person: Marzena Kubiak: 
@ marzena.kubiak@coi-lubuskie.pl
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Key facts
Voivode: Helena Hatka
Marshall: Marcin Jabłoński
Area: 13,987.88 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 1,008,481
Labor force (Dec 2008): 664,422
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 14.4% 
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.2,747.87
GDP (2006): zł.24.9 billion (2.34% of national GDP)
Natural resources: brown coal, chalk, crude oil, gravel, loam,  
natural gas, sand
Number of students in higher education (2008): 29,748
Number of institutions of higher education: 8
Major universities: Collegium Polonicum in Słubice,  
University of Zielona Góra 
Major airport: Zielona Góra Airport in Babimost
Special Economic Zones: 

	 Kostrzyn-Słubice Special Economic Zone: 803 ha
	 Wałbrzych Special Economic Zone “INVEST-PARK”: 2.5 ha

Estimated investment 
Total (2007): zł.4.56 billion (private sector: zł.2.98 billion;  
public sector: zł.1.58 billion)
	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.1.86 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.1.59 billion
	 Construction: zł.622.7 million
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.558.2 million
Recent major investors: Caelum Development, Parkridge Retail Poland, TPV 
Displays, Trevira Reliance Group
Sources of major foreign investment: Germany, India, Ireland, the UK

Voivodship budget
2008:
Revenues: zł.315.84 million
Expenditures: zł.338.74 million
Deficit: zł.22.9 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.437.56 million
Expenditures: zł.457.43 million
Deficit: zł.19.87 million
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lubuskie voivodship

Located along the central stretch of Poland’s western border, Lu-
buskie voivodship is well positioned as a gateway to the Ger-

man market. Indeed, the under-construction A2 motorway runs 
straight through the voivodship on its way towards Belarus. 

It is the country’s most sparsely populated voivodship, although 
this has not kept its GDP from steadily increasing over the past 
decade. At the same time, labor costs remain relatively low – the 
average monthly wage in 2008 was the third-lowest in the nation. 

Lubuskie, which is home to around 500 lakes and many pro-
tected areas, has a reputation for natural beauty. Nearly half of 

the voivodship is classified as wooded, a fact which explains 
the strength of the local wood and paper industry. Kostrzyn 
nad Odrą, for example, is perhaps been best known for its pa-
per plants – firms such as Hanke Tissue, Arctic Paper and ICT 
Poland have factories in the city today. As for production of 
wood-based products, Swedwood and Kronopol are just two 
firms from the sector with facilities in the voivodship. 

A number of suppliers for the automotive industry are also pres-
ent in the region, such as Faurecia in Gorzów Wielkopolski, Gedia 
in Nowa Sól and Moltech in Sulęcin. And from the food sector, 
Podravka and Associated British Foods have their Polish head-
quarters in Kostrzyn nad Odrą and in Nowa Sól, respectively. 

The region is served by Zielona Góra-Babimost Airport, which has 
a catchment area of about three million potential passengers. Al-
though primarily a domestic airport, a connection with Dresden, 
Germany, was to launch in H2 2009. The airport also serves as an 
important cargo port.

Ties between Germany and Lubuskie go beyond economic mat-
ters as well. Collegium Polonicum, a cross-border institution 
whose purpose is to serve as “an academic and cultural meeting 
place between Poland and Germany,” has been operating in the 
border town of Słubice since 1992. It is seen as a symbol of suc-
cessful cooperation between the two nations.
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Zielona Góra
Lubuskie’s second-largest city, Zielona Góra, is home to the 
voivodship Marshall’s Office. The city lies around 60 km from the 
Polish-German border and offers property tax breaks for qualify-
ing investors. 

Zielona Góra has a long tradition of winemaking and is considered 
the wine capital of Poland. There are a few small private wineries 
located around the city, and the annual Winobranie wine festival is 
held every September. Vodka also occupies a place in local heritage 
and Luksusowa brand vodka is today distilled in the city.

Tabor Szynowy Opole, where modern rail cars are manufactured, 
is a century-old production facility located in Zielona Góra. In-
vestors from other sectors headquartered in the city include elec-
tronics manufacturer ADB Global, GPS equipment maker Hertz 
Systems, metering equipment producer Lumel, frozen food pro-
ducer Nordis and WSE-listed steel construction supplier Zastal. 
Parkridge Retail Poland, a developer of shopping centers, opened 
a Focus Park facility in September 2008. 

The University of Zielona Góra, established in 2001 from the 
union of two local universities, is one of Poland’s youngest public 
institutions of higher education. According to its own figures, the 
university serves around 17,000 students and produces over 4,000 
graduates a year.

Like Gorzów Wielkopolski, Zielona Góra is known for its speed-
way team, Falubaz Zielona Góra, a four-time national champi-
onship winner. The city has partly funded expansion of the local 
speedway stadium.

Mayor: Janusz Krzysztof Kubicki
Area code: 0 68
Area: 58.34 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 117,523
Labor force (Dec 2008): 78,637
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 6.3%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 31.4%
Recent major investors: Aldemed, Euro Center, Lumel, Oc-
tagon Investment Holding - Valdi Spectrum Group, Parkridge 
Retail Poland, Trevira Reliance Group
Key contacts: 
	� City Hall Department of Entrepreneurship and Investment 

ul. Podgórna 22 
65-424 Zielona Góra 
% (+48) 68 456 41 03 
% (+48) 68 456 41 08  
6 (+48) 68 456 48 55  
@ inwestor@um.zielona-gora.pl 
Contact person: Joanna Pieniężna, department deputy head

major cities

Gorzów Wielkopolski
Gorzów Wielkopolski, the administrative seat of Lubuskie’s 
voivode, is the voivodship’s largest city in terms of both area and 
population. It has its own system of tax breaks and incentives for 
investors, and parts of the city are incorporated in the Kostrzyn-
Słubice Special Economic Zone.

Gorzów is located along the S3 expressway, some 45 km from the 
German border. Local authorities have implemented a program 
aimed at monitoring the quality of life in the city, and they cite 
attractive land prices and relatively low labor costs as key entice-
ments for investors. Tellingly, the city took first place in terms of 
attractiveness for foreign investors in Forbes’ April 2009 ranking of 
medium-sized cities. 

In 2007, Irish firm Caelum Development opened Galeria Askana 
in the city; at present, it is the largest shopping and entertainment 
center in the region in terms of total space. Other recent major 
investors include TPV Displays Polska (which invested E40 mil-
lion, creating 3,000 jobs), carpentry center K-Shop Tech (which 
invested zł.6.8 million) and welding specialists IMC Engineering 
(which invested E1.8 million). 

Gorzów is also famous for its local speedway team, Caelum Stal 
Gorzów. The city was home to Edward Jancarz, a world-renowned 

speedway rider in 1970s and 1980s; the local speedway stadium is 
named after him and a monument has also been dedicated to him.

Mayor: Tadeusz Jędrzejczak
Area code: 0 95
Area: 85.73 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 125,411
Labor force (Dec 2008): 84,674
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 6.4%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 34%
Recent major investors: Caelum Development, IMC Engineer-
ing Polska, TPV Displays Polska
Key contacts: 
	� City Hall Investor Assistance Office 

ul. Kazimierza Wielkiego 1 
66-400 Gorzów Wlkp. 
% (+48) 95 735 58 30 
6 (+48) 95 735 58 30 
@ boi@um.gorzow.pl 
Contact person: Bogusław Bukowski, office head

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Nowa Sól	 40,300	 22 sq km
Żary	 38,739	 33 sq km
Żagań	 26,565	 40 sq km
Świebodzin	 21,708	 11 sq km
Międzyrzecz	 18,539	 10 sq km
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Key facts
Voivode: Jerzy Miller  
Marshall: Marek Nawara
Area: 15,183 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 3.28 million
Labor force (Dec 2008): 2.09 million
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 8.7%
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.2,903.63
GDP (2006): zł.78.8 billion  
(7.4% of national GDP) 
Natural resources: building stone,  
ceramic clay, coal, construction aggregate,  
geothermal sources, limestone, mineral  
water, rock salt, tin and lead ores,  
trace amounts of crude oil
Number of students in  
higher education (2008): 205,000 
Number of institutions of higher education: 34 
Major universities: Jagiellonian University,  
GH University of Science and Technology,  
Kraków University of Economics
Major airport: John Paul II International Airport Kraków-Balice 
Special Economic Zones: 

	 EURO-PARK MIELEC Special Economic Zone: 21 ha
	 Katowice Special Economic Zone: 22 ha
	 Kraków Technology Park Special Economic Zone: 523.1 ha

Estimated investment 
Total (2007): zł.15.2 billion  
(private sector: zł.10.18 billion; public sector: zł.5 billion)
	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.4.92 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.3.85 billion
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.2.81 billion
	 Trade and repair: zł.2.06 billion
	 Construction: zł.1.82 billion
Recent major investors: AIR Products, Allied Irish Bank, ArcelorMittal, 
Carlsberg, MAN
Sources of major foreign investment: Denmark, Germany, Ireland,  
the UK, the US 

Voivodship budget
2008:
Revenues: zł.1.16 billion 
Expenditures: zł.1.24 billion 
Deficit: zł.76.3 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.1.59 billion 
Expenditures: zł.1.94 billion 
Deficit: zł.351.3 million

key contacts
Marshall’s Office 
Department of Economy and  
Information Society 
	� ul. Racławicka 56, 30-017 Kraków 
% (+48) 12 630 35 15 
6 (+48) 12 630 35 03 
@ si.sekretariat@malopolska.mw.gov.pl 
Contact person: Dariusz Kowalczyk

Małopolska Agency for Regional Development 
Department for Investor Assistance 
	� ul. Kordylewskiego 11, 31-542 Kraków  

www.marr.pl 
% (+48) 12 617 66 55  
6 (+48) 12 617 66 66 
@ rcoi@marr.pl 
Contact person: Dawid Jarosz:  
% (+48) 12 617 66 53 
@ dawid.jarosz@marr.pl 
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Kraków
With castles, medieval architecture and even a dragon’s cave, 
Kraków has successfully capitalized on its history to become a top 
tourist destination. It is also considered by many to be the cultural 
capital of Poland, with several big museums, theaters and an opera. 
But when it comes to investment and industry, the city is not just 
building on the past – it’s looking to the future.

Kraków’s institutions of higher education, including Jagiellonian Uni-
versity – Poland’s oldest university and one of the oldest in Europe 
– are extremely well-regarded and produce some of the country’s top 
graduates. Thus it’s little wonder that, like its voivodship, Kraków has 
seen waves of investment in BPO and hi-tech industries.

Assisting in this has been the Kraków Technology Park (KPT), 
a special economic zone focusing on hi-tech industries. The zone 
offers tax breaks to all investors, but especially for small and medi-
um-sized businesses. 

One good example of a business taking advantage of KPT’s incen-
tives is a deal signed between Onet.pl, Poland’s leading internet por-
tal, the city and Jagiellonian University. According to this deal, Onet.
pl will build a new headquarters near the university’s new campus in 
the Pychowice district, receiving significant tax breaks at the same 
time. The firm plans to move all of its Kraków staff and operations 
to the new site, creating a further 500 jobs in the process. The new 
premises will also host the local office of private television station 
TVN and are due to be completed sometime in 2010. 

Other large firms which have invested in and around the city in-
clude Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Electrolux, IBM and Google.

Mayor: Jacek Majchrowski         
Area code: 0 12

Area: 327 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 754,624 
Labor force (Dec 2008): 497,942 
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 3.5%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 14.7%
Recent major investors: Electrolux, Grupa Onet (ITI Group), 
Mitsubishi Electric
Key contacts: 
	� Kraków City Hall 

Center for Investor Assistance and Promotion of Economy 
Pl. Wszystkich Świętych 3/4 
31-004 Kraków  
% (+48) 12 616 15 97, 6 (+48) 12 616 15 96 
@ investment@um.krakow.pl  
Contact person: Rafał Kulczycki: % (+48) 12 616 15 32 

	� City Development Agency 
ul. Floriańska 31 
31-019 Kraków 
% (+48) 12 429 25 13, 6 (+48) 12 429 10 40 
@ board@arm.krakow.pl

major cities

maŁopolskie voivodship

As Poland’s fourth-largest voivodship in terms of population 
and the source of 7.4 percent of its GDP (2006), Małopolskie 

voivodship represents a powerful economic force, one with much 
to offer investors. The voivodship’s advantages include a well-ed-
ucated population, natural resources, investment incentives and 
well-developed infrastructure, all of which helped to attract FDI in 
2007 worth around $1.31 billion.

Małopolskie’s advantages start with its large, educated workforce. 
The region’s cultural heritage helps attract large numbers of stu-
dents to its numerous institutions of higher education, which in-
clude highly regarded schools such as the AGH University of Sci-
ence and Technology, the Cracow University of Economics and 
the internationally renowned Jagiellonian University. Labor costs 
are also relatively low, with the average local salary 10 percent be-
low the national average.

With so many schools and students, it is little wonder that the 
region has become a magnet for companies looking to outsource 
business processes. Voivodship authorities are actively encourag-
ing the growth of the sector and offer incentives for BPO invest-
ments. As a result, Małopolskie has more BPO centers than any 
other voivodship. International corporations such as Bayer, Ernst 

& Young, Electrolux, Google, IBM Software, Philip Morris, Tesco 
and Lufthansa all have BPO centers in the region. 

Where there is a highly educated workforce, hi-tech businesses tend 
to develop, and Małopolskie is no exception to the rule. To make the 
area even more attractive to firms in advanced-tech industries, the 
Kraków Technology Park, a special economic zone whose original 
purpose was to foster innovative businesses, was established. Today 
investors such as Motorola Polska Electronics, RR Donnelley Eu-
rope and Shell Polska all have presences in the park.

Other industries are strong in Małopolskie as well. Major employ-
ers include Carlsberg Polska, which has two breweries in the re-
gion, Coca-Cola, with a bottling plant in Niepołomice, and Arce-
lorMittal, which has a rolling mill in Kraków.

As one of Poland’s larger, wealthier voivodships, Małopolskie 
boasts well-developed transport infrastructure. The A4 highway, 
which will eventually run along the length of Poland from Ger-
many to Ukraine, will span the voivodship. There is also John 
Paul II International Airport Kraków-Balice, which serves the 
entire region. Some three million passengers passed through the 
hub in 2008.

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Tarnów	 116,118	 72 sq km
Nowy Sącz 	 84,468	 58 sq km
Oświęcim 	 40,520	 30 sq km
Chrzanów	 39,452	 38 sq km
Olkusz	 37,249	 25 sq km
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Key facts
Voivode: Jacek Kozłowski 
Marshall: Adam Struzik 
Area: 35,558 sq km 
Population (Dec 2008): 5,188,488 
Labor force (Dec 2008): 3,319,515 
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 8.2%
Average monthly wage  
(2008): zł.4,105.11 
GDP (2006): zł.229.2 billion  
(21.6% of national GDP)
Natural resources: aggregate, chalk,  
clay, gravel, loam, phosphorite
Number of students in higher education  
(2008): 364,617 
Number of institutions of higher education: 104 
Major universities: the University of Warsaw, the Warsaw School  
of Economics, the Warsaw University of Technology
Major airport: Warsaw Frederic Chopin Airport
Special Economic Zones: 
 	 Łódź Special Economic Zone: 50 ha
	 “Starachowice” Special Economic Zone: 23 ha
	 Suwałki Special Economic Zone: 24 ha 
	 Tarnobrzeg Special Economic Zone “EURO-PARK WISŁOSAN”: 170 ha
	 Warmia-Mazury Special Economic Zone: 150 ha

Estimated investment
Total (2007): zł.41.54 billion  
(private sector: zł.31.27 billion; public sector: zł.10.27 billion)
	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.7.59 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.5.52 billion
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.10.6 billion
	 Transport, storage and communication: zł.6.82 billion
	 Trade and repair: zł.4.4 billion
	 Financial intermediation: zł.3.2 billion
	 Construction: zł.2.95 billion
Recent major investors: Citi Group, Humax, Vantex 
Sources of major foreign investment: Portugal, South Korea, the US

Voivodship budget
2008:
Revenues: zł.2.56 billion  
Expenditures: zł.3.08 billion 
Deficit: zł.513.92 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.3.58 billion 
Expenditures: zł.4.12 billion 
Deficit: zł.543.24 million
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key contacts
Marshall’s Office 
	� ul. Jagiellońska 26, 03-719 Warsaw 
% (+48) 22 597 91 00 
6 (+48) 22 597 92 90  
@ urzad_marszalkowski@mazovia.pl

Department for Foreign Cooperation 
	� ul. Jagiellońska 26	  

Contact person: Halina Olczak-Wierzbicka, 
acting department head: 
% (+48) 22 590 77 52 
@ h.wierzbicka@mazovia.pl

Agency for Development of Mazovia 
Investor Assistance Centre 
	 �ul. Smolna 12, 00-375 Warsaw 

www.armsa.eu 
% (+48) 22 566 47 83-86 
6 (+48) 22 830 50 12  
@ coi@armsa.pl
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Comprising around 11.4 percent of Poland’s total territory, 
Mazowieckie voivodship is the nation’s nerve center and its 

economic heart. Thanks to its five million inhabitants and the 
presence of Poland’s capital city, the voivodship enjoys the high-
est GDP per capita in the country – around 150 percent of the 
national average in 2006.

The region is literally a land of superlatives – it has the largest labor 
force in the country, the highest number of students, the greatest 
number of institutions of higher education and the most compa-
nies registered with foreign capital. The region also invests heavily 
in research and development and had the highest number of pat-
ents granted in 2008.

Mazowieckie’s central location is a major asset and it possesses 
much of the country’s best developed transport infrastructure. The 
government’s head offices are located here, which helps to simplify 
the process of launching a new business, and the fact that most of 
Poland’s large companies have headquarters or branch offices in 
the area makes it that much easier to continue doing business.

Another major asset is a well-qualified workforce, the majority of 
which (64 percent) is employed in services, although the manufac-
turing sector is also a big employer. In addition, the average salary 
is over 30 percent higher than national average, giving voivodship 
residents greater purchasing power than other Poles. At the same 
time, however, local officials stress that labor costs remain lower 
than in many other EU countries and that managers and specialists 
are internationally experienced and exceedingly competent.

In addition to manufacturing and services, another big industry in 
the voivodship is agriculture. Around 67 percent of the region is 
farmland, which amounts to around 13 percent of all of Poland’s ag-
ricultural land. Mazowieckie’s strong farm base in turn feeds a vast 
food-processing industry which is centered around the capital. 

Other important industries include trade, tourism, telecommuni-
cations, financial services, insurance, IT and petrochemicals, a list 
which is by no means exhaustive. All businesses in the voivodship 
are served by Poland’s most modern telecommunications infra-
structure.

major cities

Warsaw
Like any capital city, Warsaw is an entity apart from its domestic 
brethren. It is the focal point for the national economy and the 
stage upon which the country’s greatest political actors ply their 
craft. At the same time, it is the face which Poland shows to the 
world and its largest, most cosmopolitan city.

Warsaw hosts Poland’s largest university, thousands of businesses 
and numerous cultural institutions. It is arguably the most impor-
tant cultural center in Poland, though residents of Kraków and 
Łódź might grumble to the contrary. 

The city is located at an important crossroads between Eastern and 
Western Europe, at an intersection of major domestic and interna-
tional transportation routes. The largely underdeveloped markets 
of Belarus and Ukraine lie to the east, the Baltic states and Scandi-
navia to the north. Much of New Europe lies to the south, and to 
the west, Germany, Europe’s largest economy. 

Road, rail and air routes converge in Warsaw, linking these diverse 
markets. Infrastructure projects are underway all over the capital 
and its suburbs, not least of which are the construction of a ring 
road around the city and the extension of the A2 motorway to-
wards Belarus. Warsaw Frederic Chopin Airport, for its part, ser-
viced over 9.4 million passengers in 2008 and handles more than 
80 percent of international flights to Poland. Passenger traffic un-
surprisingly fell in 2009, but is expected to rebound and ongoing 
expansion of the airport aims to accommodate greater volume.

Poland’s capital is home to a broad cross-section of industries, par-
ticularly services. The city’s central location and the high standard 
of its office, telecommunications, transportation and business-
service infrastructure have made it the country’s most attractive 
destination for investment, both domestic and foreign. Approxi-
mately 20 percent of all direct foreign investment in Poland is sited 
in Mazowieckie voivodship, with over 80 percent of that volume 
ending up in the Warsaw area. 

 
Foreign investors in the city come from a wide variety of countries – 
including investors from France, the Netherlands, the US, Germany, 
Great Britain and Italy – and have been particularly active in sectors 
such as banking, financial intermediation and retail. Warsaw’s prop-
erty market has seen dynamic growth in recent years too, with inves-
tors delivering numerous commercial and residential projects.

Warsaw is also home to the most important institutions in Poland’s 
business environment, including chambers of commerce, indepen-
dent think tanks and government institutions. The Warsaw Stock 
Exchange – the largest bourse in the region by both capitalization 
and listings – is a prominent role in of the national economy. 

Mayor: Hanna Gronkiewicz-Waltz
Area code: 0 22
Area: 517 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 1,706,600 
Labor force (Dec 2008): 1,107,653
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 2.3%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 21%
Recent major investors: Citi Group, Humax, Vantex  
Key contacts: 
	� Office of the Mayor 

Pl. Bankowy 3/5, 00-142 Warsaw 
% (+48) 22 595 31 44, 6 (+48) 22 595 31 15 
@ gabinetprezydenta@um.warszawa.pl 

	� Investor Service Department 
Pl. Bankowy 2, 00-095 Warsaw 
% (+48) 22 531 24 80, 6 (+48) 22 531 24 84 
@ inwestor@um.warszawa.pl 
Contact person: Norbert Jaźwiński, office head,  
English and Russian speaker:  
% (+48) 22 531 24 87, @ njazwinski@um.warszawa.pl

mazowieckie voivodship
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Radom
Situated in the southern section of Mazowieckie voivodship, Ra-
dom is a major regional transportation hub as well as an important 
academic center. The city lies at the intersection of a number of 
national roads and railways, approximately 100 km from the Polish 
capital on the way to Kielce and Kraków. 

The city hosts over 10 institutions of higher education with almost 
30,000 students, and in general it boasts a younger population 
than the national average. These two factors have furnished Ra-
dom with a well-qualified labor force.

Radom is trying to attract investors through a number of different 
incentives and offers, which now include land incorporated within 
the Tarnobrzeg Special Economic Zone as well as the presence of 
other areas specially designated by the city for investment purpos-
es. Companies investing in Radom may apply for different kinds of 
public aid and can count on property tax exemptions lasting for up 
to five years, depending on the number of jobs created. 

The city is home to approximately 24,500 economic entities, and 
has seen its services sector quickly develop in recent years. Metal, 
food, tobacco, construction materials and cosmetics producers are 
all present in Radom, with major international investors such as 
American developer AIG/Lincoln, international tobacco produc-
er and distributor Altadis, German supplier of production process 
technologies Dürr and the Netherlands-based International To-
bacco Machinery, a producer of tobacco industry equipment.

In the upcoming years, Radom will see the delivery of a number of 
major investment projects, including the construction of a data pro-
cessing center for the Finance Ministry, development of the Cen-

trum Słoneczne mixed-use real estate project, revitalization of the 
city center, opening of a new stadium and passenger airport as well 
as modernization of a railroad link connecting Warsaw and Kraków.

Mayor: Andrzej Kosztowniak
Area code: 0 48
Area: 111.8 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 224,226
Labor force (Dec 2008): 146,550
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 20.5%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: approximately 8%, 
plans to increase this to 30% in 2010
Recent major investors: AIG/Lincoln Polska, International 
Tobacco Machinery
Key contacts: 
	� Mayor’s Office 

ul. Jana Kilińskiego 30, 26-610 Radom 
% (+48) 48 362 32 26 
@ prezydent@umradom.pl 

	� Municipal Development Strategy and Investor Relations Office 
ul. Jana Kilińskiego 30, 26-610 Radom 
% (+48) 48 362 03 32, @ coi@umradom.pl 
Contact persons:  
Magdalena Tusińska, director, French and Spanish speaker: 
% (+48) 48 362 05 00,  (+48) 609 440 527 
@ m.tusinska@umradom.pl 
Rafał Grzeszczyk, head specialist, English and Russian speaker: 
@ r.grzeszczyk@umradom.pl

Płock
Mazowieckie’s third-largest city, Płock, is perhaps best known as a 
center of heavy industry. It is home to PKN Orlen, Poland’s biggest 
oil refiner, and to PERN, the state-owned firm which operates the 
Friendship (“Przyjaźń”) Pipeline as well as a number of large oil 
storage tanks. Another large employer in the city is Warsaw Stock 
Exchange-listed Mostostal Płock, a subsidiary of Mostostal Warsza-
wa which specializes in the construction of industrial tanks for the 
chemical industry. The presence of such big firms supports a large 
number of suppliers and other businesses peripherally involved in 
these industries.  

Płock has also created an office to serve potential investors’ needs 
and to assist them with investment incentives. These include 
grants designated for training newly employed personnel, as well 
as tax breaks and exemptions in return for creating jobs.

Another initiative, launched together with Orlen, is the Płock In-
dustrial and Technological Park (PPP-T), which comprises 200 ha 
of land for investment. A number of Orlen subsidiaries, construc-
tion companies, as well as an IT firm and representatives of several 
other industries have chosen to site their headquarters at PPP-T. 

When it comes to labor, Płock is well positioned. It has a population 
of about 130,000, over a quarter of whom are below the age of 20, 
making the city one of the youngest municipalities in the country. 

Mayor: Mirosław Milewski
Area code: 0 24
Area: 88 sq km

Population (Dec 2008): 126,709
Labor force (Dec 2008): 84,813
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 10.6%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 36.6%
Recent major investors: Adler, Brenntag, CNH, DHL Express 
Key contacts:  
	� Płock City Hall 

Stary Rynek 1, 09-400 Płock 
% (+48) 24 367 15 55

	� Economic Development Department 
Investor Assistance 
Małgorzata Krom, division head, English speaker: 
% (+48) 24 367 15 84  
6 (+48) 24 268 89 75  
@ malgorzata.krom@plock.eu

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Siedlce	 76,939	 32 sq km
Pruszków	 55,621	 19 sq km
Ostrołęka	 54,109	 29 sq km
Legionowo	 51,058	 14 sq km
Ciechanów	 45,475	 33 sq km
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key contacts
Marshall’s Office 
Department of Foreign Cooperation  
and Regional Promotion 
	 ul. Żeromskiego 3 
	 45-053 Opole 
	 % (+48) 77 442 93 40 (to 345) 
	 6 (+48) 77 442 93 40 
	 @ zagranica@umwo.opole.pl
Opolskie Center for Economy Development  
Investor Assistance Office 
	 ul. Spychalskiego 1A 
	 45-716 Opole 
	 % (+48) 77 474 47 74  
	 6 (+48) 77 403 36 46 
	 @ coi@ocrg.opolskie.pl
Opolskie Voivodship Office 
Department for Civil Affairs and Foreigners 
	 ul. Piastowska 14 
	 45-082 Opole 
	 % (+48) 77 452 48 90 
	 6 (+48) 77 452 48 91 
	� Contact person: Bożena Kalecińska, head of 

department: @ bkalecinska@opole.uw.gov.pl

Key facts
Voivode: Ryszard Wilczyński
Marshall: Józef Sebesta
Area: 9,412 sq km 
Population (Dec 2008): 1,034,656
Labor force (Dec 2008): 677,617
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 11.2%
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.2,977.96
GDP (2006): zł.23.34 billion (2.2% of national GDP)	
Natural resources: agricultural resources, limestone, marlstone
Number of students in higher education (2007): 37,662 
Number of institutions of higher education: 8
Major universities: Higher School of Management and  
Education in Opole, Opole University, Opole University of  
Technology, State Professional Medical School 
Major airports: None
Special Economic Zones: 

	 Katowice Special Economic Zone: 170 ha
	 “Starachowice” Special Economic Zone: 17 ha
	 Wałbrzych Special Economic Zone “INVEST-PARK”: 284 ha

Estimated investment 
Total (2007): zł.3.72 billion  
(private sector: zł.2.24 billion; public sector: zł.1.48 billion)
	 Of which:					   
	 Industry: zł.1.64 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.1.32 billion
	 Trade and repair: zł.295 million
	 Construction: zł.283.7 million
	 Transportation, storage and communication: zł.180.5 million
	 Agriculture: zł.158.1 million
Recent major investors: Cadbury, HeidelbergCement, Marcegaglia, Nestlé, 
Peri, Saint Louis Sucre 
Sources of major foreign investment: Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, the 
UK, Ukraine

Voivodship budget:
2008:
Revenues: zł.388.9 million
Expenditures: zł.419 million
Deficit: zł.30.1 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.351.5 million
Expenditures: zł.398 million
Deficit: zł.46.5 million
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Opole
Over the last few years Opole, the voivodship capital, has seen a 
boom in development of retail centers and residential projects, 
providing new jobs and homes.

Entrepreneurship is high in the city, boosted by property tax breaks 
and refund programs, as there are almost 158 companies per 1,000 
residents. The strength of business has been recognized elsewhere, 
too – in April 2009 Forbes ranked the city second among medium-
sized municipalities in terms of attractiveness for business, and 
third among cities regarding attractiveness for foreign capital.

Various incentives exist for investment, including land located 
within the Wałbrzych Special Economic Zone “Invest-Park,” which 
offers an investor assistance program and an income tax break of 
up to 70 percent of investment value. Recent foreign investment 
in both Opole and the region has come largely from the food and 
construction industries, with investors such as Danone, Zott, Cad-
bury, Norgips, Monier, Velux and Heereman Fabrication Group. 

Interestingly, Opole markets itself as a city of young people – over 
36 percent of its population is aged 30 and under. In 2007 the city 
authorities launched a program aimed at holding on to young 
people, especially graduates of higher education, featuring the 
catchphrase: Opolskie, tu zostaję! (Opolskie, here I remain!). The 
goal was to put a halt to the exodus of young people seeking jobs 
abroad or in cities like Wrocław or Katowice. Within the program, 
voivodship authorities assist young people in finding work or cre-
ating their own firms, and help those still in school with training 
and scholarships. 

Opole is also famous for the National Festival of Polish Song, an 
annual celebration of Polish music organized and televised by TVP. 
Mayor: Ryszard Zembaczyński
Area code: 0 77

Area: 96 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 126,203
Labor force (Dec 2008): 86,016
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 5.2%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 28%
Recent major investors: Gea Technika Cieplna, HFG, Mayland 
Real Estate, Metro Group, Tesco, Zott
Key contacts: 
	 City Hall Department of Economy and City Promotion 
	 Rynek – Ratusz, room 63 
	 45-015 Opole 
	 % (+48) 77 451 18 61, @ promocja@um.opole.pl
	 City Hall Department of City Investments 
	 Pl. Wolności 7/8, room 117A 
	 45-015 Opole 
	 % (+48) 77 451 19 37
	� City Hall Department of European Affairs  

and Development Planning 
ul. Żeromskiego 3, room 2 
45-053 Opole 
% (+48) 77 541 14 35, @ europa@um.opole.pl 
Contact person: Janusz Karpiński, head officer, English speaker:  
% (+48) 77 451 19 92,  (+48) 692 499 030 

major cities

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Kędzierzyn-Koźle 	 64,960	 123.42 sq km
Nysa 	 45,982 	 27.5 sq km
Brzeg	 37,625	 14.6 sq km
Kluczbork 	 25,355	 12.35 sq km
Prudnik	 22,927	 20.48 sq km

opolskie voivodship

In terms of population, Opolskie voivodship surpasses only Lu-
buskie in the east; in terms of area, is the smallest voivodship 

in Poland. The reason for this is that Opolskie was due to be ab-
sorbed into Silesia during the administrative reform of 1999, but 
large protests resulted in the voivodship’s pre-1999 shape being 
left largely untouched. 

Smallest does not equate to worst, however. For one thing, for the 
2007-2013 period over E150 million in EU funds has been desig-
nated in Opolskie for the support of investment and innovation in 
business, making it the greatest regional beneficiary of EU largesse 
in Poland. 

Opolskie’s best-developed industries include construction, food-
stuffs, production of machinery and appliances, chemicals, petro-
leum energy, minerals. Local authorities, moreover, are actively 
working to develop these sectors, as well as others such as metals 
and the automotive branch. 

Agriculture is described as a strong asset; much time and effort 
has been spent to develop local farming to a high standard. Land is 

also available for investment with tax incentives, around 5,000 ha 
according to representatives of the voivodship. Around 10 percent 
of this land is sited in three different special economic zones. 

Transportation infrastructure, the arteries of any administrative 
body, is under constant development. Opolskie is already crossed 
by the A4 motorway, which provides a fast link to international 
airports in Wrocław and Katowice, and it also has strong rail links. 
Projects under development include a local airport in Kamień 
Śląski and three municipal ring roads. 

Among other advantages, local authorities also note their close 
proximity to the Czech Republic and a strong educational system, 
the latter of which has proven useful in attracting investments in 
modern research centers. 

Opolskie is also home to the largest concentration of Poland’s 
German minority community, which amounts to nearly 10 per-
cent of the voivodship’s population. Many of these people work 
seasonally in Germany, remitting their earnings back to their 
families.
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key contacts
Marshall’s Office 
	 ul. Grunwaldzka 15, 35-959 Rzeszów 
	 % (+48) 17 850 17 00 
	 @ urzad@podkarpackie.pl 
Investor Support Department  
	� ul. Hanasiewicza 17, 35-103 Rzeszów  
% (+48) 17 747 61 70 
6 (+48) 17 747 61 17  
@ dwp@podkarpackie.pl  
Contact person: Maria Fajger, department 
director

Department of Promotion, Tourism and Sport 
	 Al. Cieplińskiego 4, 35-959 Rzeszów 
	 % (+48) 17 747 66 00 
	 6 (+48) 17 747 66 01  
	 @ ps@podkarpackie.pl  
	� Contact person: Rafał Baranowski, acting 

department director
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Key facts
Voivode: Mirosław Karapyta
Marshall: Zygmunt Cholewiński
Area: 17,845 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 2,099,495
Labor force (Dec 2008): 1,333,169
Unemployment  rate ( June 2009): 14.2%
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.2,680.01
GDP (2006): zł.39.89 billion  
(3.8% of national GDP)
Natural resources: gas, limestone, oil, sandstone,  
sulfur, timber
Number of students of  
higher education (2007): 70,041
Number of institutions in higher education: 17
Major universities: Rzeszów University of Technology, 
the University of Rzeszów
Major airport: Rzeszów International Airport
Special Economic Zones: 

	 EURO-PARK MIELEC Special Economic Zone: 859 ha
	 Kraków Technology Park Special Economic Zone: 5.74 ha
	 Tarnobrzeg Special Economic Zone “EURO-PARK WISŁOSAN”: 600 ha

Estimated investment 
Total (2007): zł.7.02 billion  
(private sector: zł.4.84 billion; public sector: zł.2.18 billion)
	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.2.60 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.1.98 billion
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.1.49 billion
	 Trade and repair: zł.620.6 million
	 Construction: zł.598.0 million
	 Transport, storage and communication: zł.415.4 million
Recent major investors: BorgWarner Turbo System, MTU Aero Engines
Sources of major foreign investment: Austria, Germany, the US

Voivodship budget:
2008:
Revenues: zł.698.59 million
Expenditures: zł.646.01 million
Surplus: zł.18.31 million

2009 (projected)
Revenues: zł.1.339 billion
Expenditures: zł.1.473 billion
Deficit: zł.134 million
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major cities

podkarpackie voivodship

Situated in the southeastern-most corner of Poland, Podkarpack-
ie has long been renowned for its natural beauty as part of the 

greater Bieszczady forest and mountain region. At the same time, the 
voivodship has become a center of dynamic development, hosting, for 
example, the most prolific aerospace cluster in the country, with some 
80 percent of the nation’s aerospace industry concentrated there. 

Most of this aerospace investment is centered on the Podkarpackie 
Science and Technology Park Aeropolis, which has been incorpo-
rated into the EURO-PARK MIELEC Special Economic Zone 
and thus offers the SEZ’s investment incentives. Taken together, 
the cluster is known as Aviation Valley and boasts investors such as 
MTU Aero Engines Polska (manufacturing turbine vanes and rotor 
blades), BorgWarner (turbochargers) and Goodrich Corporation. 
In addition, there are plans to expand Aeropolis by 51 ha, meaning 
there will be plenty of room for new entrants.

Voivodship authorities emphasize that other high-tech industries 
are welcome as well, and the region’s SEZs and numerous tech 
parks have infrastructure to support them. Information Technol-
ogy is one such industry – Asseco Poland, for example, has its 
headquarters in the voivodship capital of Rzeszów. 

With a significant portion of the population aged under 25, 
and with over 70,000 students in the area at institutions such 
as the University of Rzeszów and the Rzeszów University of 
Technology, there is a wealth of qualified human capital. The 
latter university also boasts the country’s only specialized civil 
aviation center.

Infrastructure is a major plus as well. Just minutes away from 
Aeropolis is Rzeszów-Jasionka International Airport, with direct 
connections to Dublin, Frankfurt, London (Luton and Stan-
stead) and New York ( JFK and Newark). The airport has seen 
passenger numbers rise dramatically over the past three years, 
and serving nearly 324,000 passengers in 2008. There is easy ac-
cess to eastern and southern markets as well, as Podkarpackie 
borders both Ukraine and Slovakia.

The region’s natural beauty, while perhaps less fashionable than 
aerospace or IT investments, presents its own opportunities for 
business development. The Bieszczady range of the Carpathian 
Mountains is well-known among Poles for its unspoiled nature, 
and the voivodship prides itself on its national and scenic parks. 
The tourism industry is thus a prime candidate for investment.

Rzeszów
The capital of the Podkarpackie voivodship, Rzeszów, is by far the 
most important economic, scientific and cultural center in the re-
gion. It lies at the heart of Aviation Valley, the cluster of businesses, 
technology parks and research institutions devoted to the aero-
space industry. WSK PZL Rzeszów, which manufactures airplane 
engines, is one of the city’s largest employers.

While Rzeszów is naturally looking to encourage further invest-
ment in the aerospace industry, local officials also want to attract 
investors from the automotive, pharmaceutical and IT sectors. The 
latter is supported by the Podkarpackie IT Cluster, an association 
of 15 companies sited in the region. Major regional investors un-
involved in the aviation industry include Asseco Poland (informa-
tion technology), Makarony Polskie (pasta production) and Zel-
mer (white goods).

With a GDP per capita at less than 50 percent of the national aver-
age, Rzeszów is home to a wealth of well-qualified, affordable labor. 
Infrastructure and location are two other important advantages: an 
international airport is not far from the city center, and the future A4 
motorway will provide a direct connection to Western Europe. The 
city is 100 km from Slovakia and just 90 from Ukraine.

Tax breaks are available to businesses which create jobs in the city 
– bringing in 40 or more jobs can earn companies up to 60 months 
free of property taxes. And of course there are tax breaks and other 
incentives for businesses which invest in the Rzeszów subzone of 
the EURO-PARK MIELEC Special Economic Zone. 

Mayor: Tadeusz Ferenc
Area code: 0 17
Area: 92 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 171,227

Labor force (Dec 2008): 111,435
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 6.7%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 8.5%
Recent major investors: Conres, Womak, MTU Aero Engines, 
BorgWarner
Key contacts: 
	� Bureau of Investor Service, Planning and Analysis 

ul. Joselewicza 4, 35-064 Rzeszów 
% (+48) 17 875 47 99 
@ boi@erzeszow.pl 
Contact person: Elżbieta Markocka, bureau director

	 Rzeszow Regional Development Agency Co. 
	 Inward Investment Centre (IIC)  
	 ul. Szopena 51 
	 35-959 Rzeszów 
	 www.coi.rzeszow.pl,  
	 % (+48) 17 852 43 76 
	 6 (+48) 17 852 43 74 
	 @ coi@rarr.rzeszow.pl 
	 Contact person: Katarzyna Chlebek, centre chief,  
	 English speaker: 
	 @ kchlebek@rarr.rzeszow.pl

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Przemyśl 	 66,867 	 44 sq km
Stalowa Wola 	 64,988 	 83 sq km 
Mielec 	 61,005	 47 sq km 
Tarnobrzeg 	 49,771	 85 sq km 
Krosno 	 47,479 	 44 sq km
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key contacts
Marshall’s Office  
	 ul. Kardynała Stefana Wyszyńskiego 1  
	 15-888 Białystok  
	 % (+48) 85 748 51 20  
	 @ kancelaria@umwp-podlasie.pl
Department of Promotion and Cooperation 
with Foreign Countries 
	 ul. Kardynała Stefana Wyszyńskiego 1  
	 15-888 Białystok  
	 % (+48) 85 748 51 44
Investment Assistance Centre  
	 ul. Kardynała Stefana Wyszyńskiego 1  
	 15-888 Białystok  
	 Coi.wrotapodlasia.pl 
	 % (+48) 85 749 75 70 
	 Contact person: Adam Borawski, head specialist:  
	 @ adam.borawski@wrotapodlasia.pl  
	 % (+48) 85 749 74 95
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Key facts
Voivode: Maciej Żywno
Marshall: Jarosław Dworzański
Area: 20,187 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 1,191,470 
Labor force (Dec 2008): 751,379 
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 11%
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.2,852.70
GDP (2006): zł.24.42 billion (2.3% of national GDP) 
Natural resources: clay, gravel, ilmenite-magnetite ore, sand, timber
Number of students in higher education (2007): 52,800 
Number of institutions of higher education: 19 
Major universities: the Białystok Technical University,  
the Medical University of Białystok, the University of Białystok
Major airports: None
Special Economic Zone: 
	 Suwałki Special Economic Zone: 156 ha 

Estimated investment 
Total (2007): zł.4.26 billion  
(private sector: zł.3.06 billion; public sector: zł.1.20 billion) 
	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.1.49 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.1.18 billion
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.767.53 million
	 Trade and repair: zł.384.34 million
	 Construction: zł.233.75 million
Recent major investors: Budzinsky + Hor, CBR Baltic, Lactalis
Sources of major foreign investment: France, Germany, the Netherlands

Voivodship budget 
2008:
Revenues: zł.341.31 million
Expenditures: zł.345.33 million
Deficit: zł.4.01 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.455.89 million
Expenditures: zł.473.53 million
Deficit: zł.17.63 million
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podlaskie voivodship

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Suwałki	 69,281	 66 sq km
Łomża 	 63,036	 33 sq km
Augustów 	 30,343	 81 sq km
Bielsk Podlaski	 26,577	 27 sq km
Zambrów	 22,598	 19 sq km

major cities

Tucked up in Poland’s northeastern corner, Podlaskie is a 
region of great strategic and economic worth. It is also an 

area whose potential remains largely untapped – its GDP in 2006 
was the second lowest in the nation – and poor transportation 
infrastructure has been partly to blame for this. The situation is 
changing, however.

Podlaskie borders both Lithuania and Belarus, making it a prime 
location for businesses interested in those and other eastern mar-
kets. A number of major infrastructural investments are in various 
stages of development in the region, including the Via Baltica ex-
pressway, which will connect Scandinavia with Central Europe, 
and a new regional airport in Białystok. These projects should give 
the voivodship a boost.

The regional economy is largely agricultural in character and 
local authorities emphasize the potential for profitable invest-
ment in this sector. Dairies in Podlaskie are among the larg-
est and most modern of their kind in Poland, for example, and 
there’s a stable market for locally grown produce and livestock. 
The voivodship offers incentives for investment as well as 

business advisory and legal services for entrepreneurs in the 
branch.

Podlaskie’s landscape includes a number of unique environmental 
assets, including numerous lakes, wetlands and primeval forests, 
many of them within the region’s national parks and other pres-
ervation areas. There are also around 3,000 km of nature trails 
stretching up into Lithuania. These natural resources have been 
instrumental in the development of local tourism infrastructure 
over the past few years.

The region is also traditionally strong in the production of machin-
ery such as tractors, lawn mowers and machine tools. Representa-
tives of the voivodship note that investors in this sector have access  
to a well-developed network of suppliers, as well as to consumers 
and appropriately qualified workers. 

At the same time, local authorities are eager to entice investments 
in thoroughly modern fields such as IT, BPO and innovative tech-
nology. To this end they are developing the necessary infrastruc-
ture and offering incentives through special structures such as the 
Suwałki Special Economic Zone. 

Białystok
The city of Białystok, capital of Podlaskie, is by far the most impor-
tant economic, academic and cultural center in the voivodship. In 
recent years it has also been a prime example of the region’s ongo-
ing modernization and development. 

For one thing, a number of infrastructure investments are under-
way or planned for Białystok, including the Via Baltica and Rail 
Baltica transport corridors. The local real estate market is still un-
saturated as well. This fact has drawn property investors and de-
velopers over the past few years; they have delivered, among other 
things, a number of large-scale shopping centers in the city.

Industries prominent in Białystok include production of food 
and spirits, production of tools and electrical equipment, manu-
facturing of wood-based products, textile production and con-
struction. However, local authorities stress that the city has 
strong potential for investment in sectors such as biotech and 
pharmacology, materials technology, electronics and high-qual-
ity chemical products.

One initiative designed to facilitate such investments is the 
Białystocki Science and Technology Park, which is scheduled for 
completion at the end of 2012. City Hall also notes the presence 
of around 45,000 students in Białystok, offering investors a young, 
educated pool of potential employees. As well, there are a num-
ber of organizations – both public and independent – which serve 
the business community, including two centers for innovation and 
technology transfer which are sited in local universities. 

Mayor: Tadeusz Truskolaski
Area code: 0 85
Area: 102 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 294,143 

Labor force (Dec 2008): 196,425 
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 10% 
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 25.4%
Recent major investors: JWK Group , Meinl European Land 
Group, Spirit International
Key contacts: 
	� Department of Promotion and Economic Development  

ul. Słonimska 1, 19-950 Białystok  
% (+48) 85 869 61 19 
6 (+48) 85 869 62 21  
Contact person: Tomasz Buczek, department director,  
English speaker: 
@ tbuczek@um.bialystok.pl 

	� Investor Service Office 
ul. Słonimska 1, 15-026 Białystok 
% (+48) 85 869 60 28 
@ b.in@um.bialystok.pl

	� Investment Department 
ul. Warszawska 21, 15-026 Białystok  
% (+48) 85 869 60 70  
@ din@um.bialystok.pl
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key contacts
Marshall’s Office 
	� ul. Okopowa 21/27, 89-810 Gdańsk 
% (+48) 58 326 15 55 
6 (+48) 58 326 15 56  
@ marszalek@woj-pomorskie.pl

Department of International Cooperation 
	� ul. Długi Targ 8-10, 80-282 Gdańsk 
% (+48) 58 326 87 04 
6 (+48) 58 326 87 04  
@ dwz@woj-pomorskie.pl 
Contact person: Krystyna Wróblewska,  
department director

Investor Assistance Centre  
Pomerania Development Agency 
	� www.arp.gda.pl 
% (+48) 58 323 32 56 
6 (+48) 58 301 13 41  
Contact person: Marcin Piątkowski,  
centre director, English and German speaker: 
@ marcin.piatkowski@arp.gda.pl
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Key Facts
Voivode: Roman Zaborowski
Marshall: Jan Kozłowski
Area: 18,310 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 2,219,512
Labor force (Dec 2008): 1,433,493
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 10.1%
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.3,277.60
GDP (2006): zł.60,250 million  
(5.7% of national GDP)
Natural resources: gravel, peat, sand
Number of students in higher education  
(2007): 100,157
Number of institutions of higher education: 28
Major universities: the Gdańsk University of  
Technology, the University of Gdańsk
Major airport: Gdańsk Lech Wałęsa Airport
Special Economic Zones: 

	 Pomeranian Special Economic Zone: 448 ha
	 Słupsk Special Economic Zone: 178 ha

Estimated investment
Total (2007): zł.12.415 billion  
(private sector: zł.8.718 billion; public sector: zł.3.697 billion)
	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.2.721 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.2.033 billion
	 Construction: zł.2.564 billion
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.2.445 billion
	 Trade and repair: zł.1.573 billion
	 Transport, storage and communication: zł.1.059 billion
Recent major investors: Acxiom, Arla Foods, Compuware, First Data, 
Geoban, IBM, Macquarie Bank, Thomson Reuters, Zensar Technologies 
Limited
Sources of major foreign investment: Germany, Spain, the UK, the US

Voivodship budget
2008:
Revenues: zł.750.11 million
Expenditures: zł.712.23 million
Surplus: zł.37.88 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.858.05 million
Expenditures: zł.1.17 billion
Deficit: zł.316.66 million
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pomorskie voivodship

While Pomorskie voivodship possesses a wide range of natural 
resources, it has undoubtedly capitalized most successfully on 

its access to the Baltic Sea. The region’s long coastline has attracted 
both profit-seekers and vacationers for centuries, and it is home to 
Poland’s two largest seaports, in Gdańsk and Gdynia respectively. 

Unsurprisingly, tourism and logistics remain big industries in the 
voivodship, with refining having become another pillar of the 
economy during the 20th century. Given its prime location and 
relatively strong infrastructure, the local authorities would like to 
develop the area into a major European logistics hub. One of the 
largest investments in recent years – the construction of a deepwa-
ter container terminal in Gdańsk – offers a good example of how 
the voivodship is pursuing this goal.

Another traditional industry, shipbuilding, is in decline. But this 
trend has been counterbalanced by investments from the IT and 
BPO sectors, with international firms such as IBM, First Data and 
Thomson Reuters present in the region. A 2009 report published 

by consulting firm KPMG listed Gdańsk as one of 31 most attrac-
tive locations for IT investments in the world. Most investment 
to date has come from the United States and Western Europe, al-
though growing interest from Indian, Chinese and Middle Eastern 
businesses has also been witnessed. 

The voivodship is now trying to attract investments through a 
number of incentives, including the offers of the Pomeranian and 
Słupsk special economic zones and a number of industrial and 
technology parks. 

One major challenge facing the voivodship is the need to complete 
a number of large infrastructure projects necessary to ensure fur-
ther economic development and to prepare for the Euro 2012 soc-
cer championships. Partly financed with the help of EU funds, the 
planned investments will include, among other things, new sports 
infrastructure, expansion of the international Gdansk Lech Wałęsa 
Airport, construction of a new metropolitan railway and delivery 
of major road projects.

major cities

Gdańsk
Investors might find Gdańsk a highly attractive location simply by 
virtue of its role as the primary constituent of the Tri-city agglom-
eration – one of the largest metropolitan areas in Poland – and the 
nation’s principal seaport. But the city has much to offer on its own.

Gdańsk is one of the most proactive cities in the country when it 
comes to attracting investment. It has established a wide range of 
aid agencies and organizations to support business at every stage 
of investment, from help in obtaining building permits and financ-
ing, to recruitment and PR. And an amazing 70 percent of the city 
is covered by zoning plans, the highest percentage in a major Pol-
ish city. 

Local authorities boast that this aggressive strategy has helped to 
halve unemployment over the past four years and dramatically 
raise standards of living. Gdańsk’s GDP per capita is the fifth-high-
est in the country. 

The city has put a premium on small and medium business invest-
ment, especially from firms in knowledge-based industries such as 
hi-tech and IT. Officials say the region has become a veritable “IT 
basin,” with major investments from firms such as IBM, Acxiom, 
Fineos and Zensar Technologies. Advanced manufacturing inves-
tors include ThyssenKrupp Krause and Suruga Seiki. 

Investment support organizations include the Pomorskie Special 
Economic Zone and Gdańsk Science and Technology Park, the 
city’s Business Services Center, the Gdańsk Economic Develop-
ment Agency, the Gdańsk Entrepreneurship Foundation, Po-
meranian Loan Fund, the Pomeranian Regional Credit Guarantee 
Fund, and the city’s SCVC INVENO venture capital fund.  Not all 
of these, however, have English-language websites.

 
As a large city, Gdańsk is also a major academic center, providing a 
steady stream of well-qualified graduates. Local officials note that 
staff training programs can be organized through institutions such 
as the Academy of Medicine in Gdańsk, the University of Gdańsk 
and the Gdańsk University of Technology.

A raft of major infrastructure investments are underway as well, the 
highest-profile being a new soccer stadium which will host Euro 
2012 championship games. The entire city center is undergoing 
a revamp as well under the “Młode Miasto” (“Young City”) pro-
gram and renowned architect Daniel Libeskind is designing a huge 
mixed-use skyscraper. There are also several recreational centers, a 
new pier, several new academic centers and hotels in the works.

Mayor: Paweł Adamowicz
Area code: 0 58
Area: 262 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 455,581
Labor force (Dec 2008): 298,928
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 3.5%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 70%
Recent major investors: Acxiom, Fineos, IBM
Key contacts: 
	� Business Service Centre  

ul. Nowe Ogrody 8/12, 80-803 Gdańsk 
% (+48) 58 323 64 02,  
6 (+48) 58 323 66 22 
@ cob@gdansk.gda.pl 
Contact person: Błażej Kucharski, head specialist,  
English speaker:  
@ b.kucharski@gdansk.gda.pl,  (+48) 693 813 069
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Gdynia
While it lacks Sopot’s recreational atmosphere and Gdańsk’s cos-
mopolitan mien, Gdynia, the final element of the Tri-city group-
ing, is where much of the area’s business is conducted.

Situated on the Bay of Gdańsk, it is home to Gdynia Shipyard, tra-
ditionally one of Poland’s most important ports and a large local 
employer, although it has in recent years entered economic shoals. 
Nevertheless, the sea is Gdynia’s strength. The city’s main indus-
tries include sea-shipping, port services and international trade. 
Freight-forwarding firm C. Hartwig Gdynia is headquartered 
there, for example. Food – especially fish processing – is also an 
important industry. 

Officials are quick to point out, however, that Gdynia’s prospects 
are not limited to sea-related industries. The construction (Allcon, 
Invest Komfort) and IT (Prokom Investments, Multimedia Pol-
ska) sectors have strong presences there as well. The insurance and 
banking sectors are growing fast, as is tourism, due to the city’s 
location on the water and proximity to Sopot and Gdańsk.

Perhaps the city’s greatest advantage is its young, rapidly grow-
ing population. According to local authorities, Gdynia is the only 
Tri-city municipality that can claim a growing population – mostly 
due to an influx of young people seeking jobs (the city’s unem-
ployment rate is a healthy 3.2 percent) and education. The market 
for goods and services is increasing, as is the need for residences 
and educational, cultural and recreational facilities. Some 65 per-
cent of the city’s population is of working age.

In terms of investment incentives, the Pomeranian Science and 
Technology Park operates within the city’s borders, offering access 
to data and a knowledge base, as well as training sessions, work-
shops and conferences. Investors can also seek advice on issues 
such as intellectual property, technology commercialization, stra-
tegic planning and financing.

The Gdynia Business Support Center is also a useful resource. It 
helps businesses arrange all the formalities connected with getting 
started, and provides information and advisory services.

Zoning plans cover 21 percent of the city, with a further 10 percent 
to be zoned soon. The city is investing in rebuilding and modern-
izing many of its roads, while the biggest recent private investment 
is Invest Komfort’s Sea Towers residential complex, consisting of 
two ultra-modern glass buildings of 28 and 36 storeys.

Mayor: Wojciech Szczurek
Area code: 0 58
Area: 135 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 249,257
Labor force (Dec 2008): 162,679

Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 3.1%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 21%
Recent major investors: Invest Komfort
Key contacts: 
	� Gdynia City Hall 

Investment Department 
Al. Marszałka Piłsudskiego 52/54 
81-382 Gdynia 
Wydz.inwestycji@gdynia.pl 
% (+48) 58 668 83 00 
6 (+48) 58 668 83 02 
Contact person: Teresa Horiszna, department director: 
@ t.horiszna@gdynia.pl

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Słupsk	 97,331	 43 sq km
Tczew	 60,119	 22 sq km
Starogard Gdański	 48,813	 25 sq km
Wejherowo	 46,579	 25 sq km
Rumia	 45,095	 30 sq km
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key contacts
Marshall’s Office 
Department of Promotion and 	
International Cooperation 
	� ul. Reymonta 24 

40-029 Katowice 
% (+48) 32 203 00 52 
6 (+48) 32 203 03 88 
@ promocja@silesia-region.pl

Department of Investments 
	� ul. Ligonia 46 

40-037 Katowice 
% (+48) 32 207 86 10 
6 (+48) 32 255 22 58 
@ inwestycje@silesia-region.pl

Silesian  
Investor Assistance Center 
	� ul. Ligonia 46A 

40-037 Katowice 
Contact persons:  

	� Bogusława Kruczek-
Gębczyńska, inspector,  
English speaker: 
% (+48) 32 202 74 77 
@ bkruczek-gebczynska@
silesia-region.pl 
Aleksandra Samira-Gajny,  
chief expert, German speaker: 
% (+48) 32 202 74 77 
@ asamira@silesia-region.pl

Silesian Voivodship Office 
Department for Civil Affairs 
and Foreigners 
	� ul. Jagiellońska 25 

40-032 Katowice 
% (+48) 32 207 74 00 
6 (+48) 32 207 73 27 
@ wsoim@katowice.uw.gov.pl 
Contact person: Andrzej Ga-
brych, department head
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Key facts
Voivode: Zygmunt Łukaszczyk
Marshall: Bogusław Śmigielski
Area: 12,334 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 4,662,302 
Labor force (Dec 2008): 3,051,575 	
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 8.3%
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.3,346.78 
GDP (2006): zł.137.96 billion (13% of national GDP)
Natural resources: coal, iron, lead  
Number of students in higher education (2007): 187,877
Number of institutions of higher education: 44
Major universities: Academy of Fine Arts in Katowice, Academy of  
Physical Education in Katowice, Częstochowa University of  
Technology, Medical University of Silesia, Silesian University,  
Silesian University of Technology in Gliwice
Major airport: Katowice International Airport in Pyrzowice
Special Economic Zone: 
	 Katowice Special Economic Zone: 1,352 ha 

Estimated investment
Total (2007): zł.16.9 billion  
(private sector: zł.11.6 billion; public sector: zł.5.3 billion)
 	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.11.7 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.7.9 billion
		  mining and quarrying: zł.1.75 billion
	 Trade and repair: zł.1.76 billion
	 Transportation, storage and communication: zł.864.4 million
	 Construction: zł.523 million
	 Agriculture: zł.50.5 million
Recent major investors: Caterpillar, Duda-Bis, Fiat,  
GM, Hörmann, Metro Group, Panattoni Europe,  
ProLogis
Sources of major foreign investment: Germany, Israel, 
Italy, the US

Voivodship budget
2008:
Revenues: zł.1.77 billion
Expenditures: zł.2.09 billion
Deficit: zł.320 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.2.47 billion
Expenditures: zł.2.91 billion
Deficit: zł.440 million
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major cities

Katowice
Like its voivodship, Katowice has long been associated with heavy 
industry – coal and steel production, in particular. It has also 
earned, perhaps undeservedly, a reputation as a relatively unat-

tractive place to live. 

Things are changing, though. 
Katowice has, like its 
voivodship, begun to shake 
off old stereotypes, clean 
itself up and develop new 
industries. Nowhere is Kato-
wice’s intention to shrug off 
the past more apparent than 
in the city center. The local 
authorities are engaged in a 
long-term, multi-stage proj-
ect which is descriptively 
called the “Transformation 
of the Katowice City Cen-
tre.” The end result of this 
plan will literally change the 

face of the city’s downtown area, although work on this massive 
undertaking remains in the early stages. 

In terms of industry, the city has branched out to become one of 
the biggest hubs for business and trade fairs in the country, hosting 
many events at two large convention centers, Spodek and MTK 
International Katowice Fair. Local authorities are also courting IT 
and other tech investments.

Forming the heart of Poland’s largest urban sprawl, the city has 
several million people living within its shadow, providing a vast  

 
labor pool to draw on. Moreover, it is home to a considerable num-
ber of institutions of higher education, including the University of 
Silesia and the University of Economics in Katowice. 

Interestingly, employees in Silesia’s capital also enjoyed the high-
est average salary among Polish cities in H1 2008 – zł.4,222. By 
comparison, the next highest city was Warsaw, where the average 
was zł.4,135.

 

Mayor: Piotr Uszok
Area code: 0 32
Area: 164.5 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 312,201 
Labor force (Dec 2008): 208,840 
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 2.5%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 37.3 percent (fig-
ure excludes parkland and wooded areas) 
Recent major investors: Geant, Mentor Graphics, Rockwell 
Automation, TriGranit
Key contacts: 
	 Mayor’s Proxy for Contact with Strategic Investors 
	 ul. Warszawska 4, room 237 
	 40-006 Katowice 
	 % (+48) 32 259 38 23 
	 @ pkis@um.katowice.pl 
	 Contact person: Mateusz Skowroński

silesia voivodship

Silesia, one of Poland’s wealthiest voivodships, has for decades 
been synonymous with coal mining and pollution. But while 

its industrial heritage remains key to Silesia’s identity, recent at-
tempts to brand it as a land of positive energy and business op-
portunities have had a visible effect. 

The voivodship remains rich 
in natural resources such as 
coal, copper and zinc, but 
it has seen a spate of invest-
ments by large multination-
als over the past few years. 
Unilever and Skanska, to 
name just two, have offices 
in Katowice, the regional 
capital. And several regional 
cities have already attracted 
a number of R&D invest-
ments, helping to under-
mine the stereotype of the 
coal-dominated economy. 
Investments such have these 
– as well as the prospect of 

privatizations of state-owned companies – have, in turn, attract-
ed firms such as Deloitte, KPMG, PricewaterhouseCoopers and 
Capgemini. 

Indeed, the region concentrates some the biggest firms operating 
in Poland. Polityka’s 2008 ranking (published in mid-2009) of the 
500 largest firms in the Polish industry, trade and service sectors, 
listed around 48 corporations seated in Silesia, including energy 
group Tauron (ninth), coal miner Kompania Węglowa (11th) and 
auto firm Fiat GM Powertrain Polska (41st).

Local officials stress the value of the voivodship’s large, skilled labor 
force and many educational institutions for potential employers. 
Unemployment levels which are typically below the national aver-
age, however, could theoretically complicate the hiring of workers. 

Finally, it’s clear that the region as a whole has profited from the 
strength of its transport infrastructure, which includes the inter-
section of the (still under construction) A1 and A4 motorways, an 
international airport and a complex road and rail network. After 
the completion of the Drogowa Trasa Średnicowa (a motorway 
which will link the major cities of the region) and the extension of 
the A1 in 2012, Silesia will host some of the most modern roads 
in Poland. 
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other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Sosnowiec 	 221,259 	 91 sq km
Zabrze	 188,401	 80 sq km
Bytom	 183,829	 69 sq km
Bielsko-Biała	 175,677	 125 sq km
Ruda Śląska	 143,930	 78 sq km

Gliwice
Gliwice, the fourth-biggest municipality in Silesia, is among the 
top 20 cities in Poland in terms of both area and population. It also 
hosts a number institutions of higher learning, including the Sile-
sian University of Technology, one of the country’s largest techni-
cal universities.

The city’s authorities describe local and regional infrastructure as 
among Gliwice’s strongest advantages. Ongoing projects include 
the construction of new cycling paths as well as road repair and 
highway construction schemes.

Investment in the city has come from various sectors. For example, it 
hosts a GM Opel factory considered to one of the best plants within 
the conglomerate despite the financial troubles experienced by its 
mother company. Adhesives producer Mapei Polska has also sited 
a plant in the city. Local authorities also offer investment incentives 
including property and income tax breaks, special investment plots 
and local governmental assistance in establishing an enterprise. 

Cultural events are popular in Gliwice, with annual events such as 
Jazz in the Ruins and the Uliczny International Street Artist Fes-
tival. And, with many green, recreational areas and kilometers of 
bicycle paths, it is also playing a part in deconstructing “common 
wisdom” about Silesia. 

Mayor: Zygmunt Frankiewicz
Area code: 0 32

 
Area: 134 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 197,393
Labor force (Dec 2008): 131,863 
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 5.8%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 62.5%
Recent major investors: Kirchhoff Polska, Saint-Gobain Isover, 
TRW Braking Systems
Key contacts: 
	 Gliwice City Hall 
	 Department of Investments and Renovations 
	 ul. Zwycięstwa 21 
	 44-100 Gliwice  
	 % (+48) 32 238 54 42  
	 6 (+48) 32 231 40 58 
	 @ ir@um.gliwice.pl

Częstochowa
The second-largest city in the region, Częstochowa, is renowned 
for the Jasna Góra monastery and shrine, home of the Black Ma-
donna, a relic which, according to the city, attracts almost five mil-
lion pilgrims a year. These annual visitors contribute greatly to the 
local economy. 

In addition to spiritual solace, the city offers low labor costs, 
highly skilled employees and a variety of opportunities for in-
vestment. Częstochowa has been distinguished several times by 
Forbes as a place attractive for both business and FDI. Over 50 
percent of its population is estimated to have at least a second-
ary school education, and a number of institutions of higher ed-
ucation service growing demand for employees with advanced 
degrees. 

The municipal authorities stress their city’s strong craftsman tra-
ditions, noting the presence of tens of thousands of single-person 
businesses. Local metal treatment workers, machine operators and 
industrial workers are touted as both especially skilled and experi-
enced. 

Częstochowa is also home to a number of well-known sports 
teams, such as the AZS Częstochowa volleyball team and motor-
cycle speedway team CKM Włókniarz Częstochowa.

Name of Mayor: Tadeusz Wrona
Area code: 0 32
Area: 160 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 242,300
Labor force (Dec 2008): 159,433 
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 9.1% 
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: about 20%
Recent major investors: Fortum, Globe Trade Centre, Polimeni 
International, Stölzle Glass, TRW Automotive
Key contacts: 
	 Investor Assistance Center  
	� Contact person: Barbara Ruksza, section manager,  

English speaker:  
% (+48) 34 370 72 13, @ bruksza@czestochowa.um.gov.pl
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key contacts
Marshall’s Office 
	 Al. IX Wieków Kielc 3, 25-516 Kielce 
	 % (+48) 41 342 18 78 
	 @ kancelaria@sejmik.kielce.pl 
Department of Promotion, Education, Culture, 
Sport and Tourism  
	� ul. Paderewskiego 3A, 25-502 Kielce 

Contact person: Jacek Kowalczyk,  
department director: 
% (+48) 41 341 62 18 
@ kowalczyk@sejmik.kielce.pl 

Investor Assistance Centre 
	� Al. IX Wieków Kielc 3, 25-516 Kielce 
% (+48) 41 342 19 55 
@ coi@sejmik.kielce.pl 
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Key facts
Voivode: Bożentyna Pałka-Koruba
Marshall: Adam Jarubas
Area: 11,710 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 1,272,784
Labor force (Dec 2008): 806,450
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 14%
Average monthly wage  
(2008): zł.2,823.29
GDP (2006): zł.27,1 billion  
(2.6% of national GDP)
Natural resources: mineral waters, natural 
building stone, sulfur
Number of students in higher education  
(2007): 56,690
Number of institutions of higher education: 15 
Major universities: the Jan Kochanowski University of  
Humanities and Sciences, the Kielce University of Technology
Major airports: None
Special Economic Zones: 

	 “Starachowice” Special Economic Zone: 415.91 ha
	 Tarnobrzeg Special Economic Zone “EURO-PARK WISŁOSAN”: 100 ha

Estimated investment 
Total (2007): zł.4.11 billion  
(private sector: zł.2.86 billion; public sector: zł.1.24 billion)
	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.1.65 billion, of which: 
		  manufacturing: zł.1.29 billion
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.536.7 million 
	 Construction: zł.441.6 million 
	 Trade and repair: zł.409.8 million 
	 Transport, storage and communication: zł.253.6 million 
Recent major investors: Beneparts, DS Smith, Lafarge, Lhoist Group, NSK 
Europe Limited, RR Donnelley, SABMiller, Schmidt Holding Europe
Sources of major foreign investment: Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, the UK, the US

Voivodship budget
2008:
Revenues: zł.234.8 million
Expenditures: zł.245.4 million
Deficit: zł.10.6 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.322.8 million
Expenditures: zł.322.8 million
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Kielce
Kielce, Świętokrzyskie’s capital and by far its largest city, shares 
many of its advantages and top industries with its voivodship. 
The city boasts large deposits of limestone and gypsum, and thus  
building materials and construction have become key industries, 
with the city boasting sector investment from large foreign firms 
all the way down to small sub-suppliers. 

Infrastructure investment is being carried out in the city on a huge 
scale, including a zł.28 million regional airport, a zł.19.5 million, 
multi-storey parking structure in the center of the city, zł.34 mil-
lion in road infrastructure improvements and zł.78 million being 
spent on revitalization of the city’s historic center.

Trade fairs have become a huge part of the city’s economy. Over 
the past 15 years Kielce has steadily risen up the trade fair ranks, 
to the point where Targi Kielce (Kielce Trade Fairs) is now the 
second-largest trade-fair firm in the country. EU funds will make 
the sector even stronger – they are being used to expand the Targi 
Kielce exhibition center, already one of the largest in Poland.

Apart from the aforementioned industries, the city wants to en-
courage investment in the business process outsourcing sector. A 
city labor office, established this year, is at the disposal of investors 
looking to find highly qualified staff.

City authorities emphasize that they are willing to go the extra 
mile for investors that create jobs, taking on transportation and 
communication infrastructure improvements at plots where these 
centers will be built. 

That help will likely be needed, as one of the city’s drawbacks is that 
a meager percentage of its non-forested area is covered by zoning  

plans – meaning there’s the potential that unnecessary bureaucracy 
could complicate construction projects. However, local officials as-
sure that the zoned area of the city will expand in the near future.

Mayor: Wojciech Lubawski
Area code: 0 41
Area: 110 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 205,094
Labor force (Dec 2008): 137,937
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 10.2%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 9.6%
Recent major investors: Apollo-Rida Poland, Grupa Orbis, Hossa
Key contacts: 
	 Investor Assistance Centre 
	 ul. Strycharska 6, 25-657 Kielce 
	 % (+48) 41 367 63 56 
	 Contact person: Dorota Lasocka, director: 
	 @ dorota.lasocka@um.kielce.pl

major cities

ÂWI¢TOKRZYsKIE voivodship

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Ostrowiec Świętokrzyski 	 73,111 	 46 sq km
Starachowice 	 52,614 	 32 sq km
Skarżysko-Kamienna	 48,500 	 64 sq km
Sandomierz 	 24,795 	 29 sq km
Końskie 	 20,465 	 18 sq km

One of Poland’s smallest voivodships, Świętokrzyskie is also 
one of the least-known to foreigners and least populated – its 

capital, Kielce, is just Poland’s 16th largest city. But Świętokrzyskie 
(Holy Cross) voivodship has plenty of pleasant surprises for po-
tential investors. 

One might say the voivodship is literally building a better future. 
Its significant lime deposits, the largest in the country, have made 
Świętokrzyskie a building-materials and construction power-
house. One third of the country’s cement production occurs in the 
voivodship.

Much of that output stays within the region, going towards the 
construction and modernization of roads. Voivodship authorities 
– who admit that transportation infrastructure is a weak point – 
have embarked on an ambitious infrastructure program to better 
Świętokrzyskie’s connections with the rest of the country. This in-
volves not just roads, but rail-line improvement as well. Headline 
investments include the modernization of express road 74 through 
Kielce and the construction of two bridges across the Vistula River, 
at Polaniec and Nowy Korczyn. A new regional airport is also being 
built in Kielce.

Aiding in all this investment is a flood of EU funding. Investors in 
road construction would do well to consider that the voivodship has 

some E726 million at its disposal for such projects. Under the Op-
erational Program for the Development of Eastern Poland, another 
E358 million could be added to Świętokrzyskie’s funding flow.

Other important industries in the region include paper production, 
printing, glass-making, metallurgy and farming – Świętokrzyskie 
is well-known for its delicious fruits and vegetables, which authori-
ties call the “symbol” of the voivodship. 

As with Poland’s other rural voivodships, tourism is an important 
industry. But while its one national park and nine scenic parks 
attract nature lovers from all over Poland and Europe, many are 
also drawn to Świętokrzyskie’s spas, including the mineral springs 
at Busko Zdrój and Solec Zdrój. Historical tourism also has great 
potential, with intriguing sites in the region such as Jaskinia Raj 
(Paradise Cave), which contains evidence of human occupation 
dating back 50,000 years. 

Human capital is another strong point, with around 60,000 stu-
dents in the area and labor costs a fraction of the national average. 
The region’s location is advantageous as well. Świętokrzyskie lies 
within a reasonable traveling distance of the cities of Warsaw, Ka-
towice, Kraków and Łódź. It is also within reach of international 
markets, via Slovakia and Ukraine.
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key contacts
Marshall’s Office 
	 ul. Emilii Plater 1, 10-562 Olsztyn 
	 % (+48) 89 521 91 40 
	 @ gm@warmia.mazury.pl 
Department of Promotion  
and Cooperation with Foreign Countries 
	 Al. Marszałka Józefa Piłsudzkiego 7/9  
	 10-575 Olsztyn 
	 % (+48) 89 535 17 38 
	 @ dwm@warmia.mazury.pl 
	� Contact person: Aleksandra Gajewska, chief 

specialist, English speaker: 
% (+48) 89 521 12 80 
@ a.gajewska@wmarr.olsztyn.pl 
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Key facts
Voivode: Marian Podziewski
Marshall: Jacek Protas
Area: 241,731 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 1,427,073
Labor force (Dec 2008): 927,904
Unemployment  rate ( June 2008): 17.8%
Average monthly wage  
(2008): zł.2,691.80
GDP (2006): zł.29.97 billion  
(2.8% of national GDP)
Natural resources: natural aggregates,  
quartz sand
Number of students  
in higher education (2007): 16,777
Number of institutions  
of higher education: 16
Major universities: University of Warmia and  
Mazury in Olsztyn
Major airports: None
Special Economic Zones: 

	  Suwałki Special Economic Zone: 162 ha
	  Warmia-Mazury Special Economic Zone: 589 ha

Estimated investment
Total (2007): zł.5.37 billion  
(private sector: zł.3.47 billion; public sector: zł.1.90 billion)
	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.1.93 billion, of which: 
 		  manufacturing: zł.1.59 billion
	 Construction: zł.832.7 million
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.800.3 million
	 Transport, storage and communication: zł.326.7 million
	 Trade and repair: zł.322.2 million
Recent major investors: Heinz Glas Działdowo, Michelin Polska, Philips 
Lighting Poland, Swedwood Poland
Sources of major foreign investment: France, Germany, Sweden,  
the Netherlands

Voivodship budget
2008:
Revenues: zł.634.85 million
Expenditures: zł.656.57 million
Deficit: zł.21.72 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.851.70 million
Expenditures: zł.918.78 million
Deficit: zł.67.08 million
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warmi¡SKO-MAZURSKIE

Warmińsko-Mazurskie voivodship is blessed with a wealth of 
natural gifts, perhaps the most famous of which is the Masur-

ian Lake District with its thousands of lakes. Though it has drawn 
sailors and anglers for centuries, in 2009 the area attracted interna-
tional attention by making it into the finals of the New7Wonders 
of Nature campaign.

Indeed, voivodship authorities 
tout the region’s unadulterated 
beauty as its greatest advantage, 
noting that tourism is a market 
with strong investment poten-
tial. Nearly the whole voivod-
ship belongs to the “Green 
Lungs of Poland” (Zielone 
Płuca Polski), an area described 
as the country’s most pristine. 

Tourism infrastructure is rela-
tively well-developed in the voivodship, with over 37,000 hotels, 
hostels and other forms of accommodation. The thousands of 
miles of lakes and rivers lure large numbers of sailors, canoers 
and kayakers annually, and windsurfing has also taken off in re-
cent years. In order to accommodate these visitors, equipment 
rental operators and other recreation-oriented businesses have 
sprung up throughout the region. Equestrian facilities are also 

found throughout Warmińsko-Mazurskie and extreme sports are 
growing in popularity.

Warmińsko-Mazurskie’s natural gifts extend to the farming and 
timber industries, which offer strong opportunities for investment. 
The voivodship boasts some 475,723 ha of forest, making it ideal for 
businesses whose products are wood-based. Agricultural land com-
prises over 50 percent of the region and there is a long tradition of 
agriculture in the area, although private citizens own the majority of 
farms. Grain and potato cultivation are both particularly common, 
as is breeding of poultry, swine, cattle and horses. 

In terms of investment incentives, Warmińsko-Mazurskie ben-
efits from two special economic zones (the Warmia-Mazury and 
Suwałki SEZs). Small and medium-sized enterprises are support-
ed through the Warmińsko-Mazurskie Regional Development 
Agency in the regional capital of Olsztyn, which also aids investors 
through its Investor Service Center.

In terms of location and infrastructure, Warmińsko-Mazurskie offers a 
number of advantages. It has a direct link to Eastern markets through 
its northern border with Russia’s Kaliningrad Oblast. It also lies in 
close proximity to the future A1 motorway and the Via Baltica, which 
runs from the Czech Republic through Poland and the Baltic states 
to Finland. The voivodship has recently invested in the rebuilding of 
national road no. 16 and is constructing a civil airport in Szymany.
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Olsztyn
Despite its rural circumstances, Olsztyn, the voivodship’s capital 
and largest city, is a well-developed center of industry and educa-
tion. The city is refreshingly well-zoned, with 50 percent of its area 
covered by spatial development plans. It also enjoys a relatively low 
unemployment rate, a fact at odds with its voivodship, which suf-
fers the highest unemployment rate in Poland. In addition, GDP 
per capita is about 15 percent lower than the national average, so 
investors can be assured of low labor costs.

Several industries have strong presences in the city, including tire 
production and furniture manufacturing, as well as chemicals, 
metals, building materials, printing and food processing – espe-
cially meat and milk. Olsztyńskie Kopalnie Surowców Miner-
alnych (Olsztyn Mineral Raw Material Mines, OKSM), the lead-
ing producer of mineral aggregates in Poland, also plays a major 
role in the city’s economy. 

Local officials are looking to the future, aiming to develop the bio-
tech, IT, renewable energy and BPO industries – sectors which can 
count on a supply of locally educated graduates. There are several 
highly regarded institutions of higher education in the city, includ-
ing the University of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn, the School 
of Computer Science and Economics in Olsztyn, and the Olsztyn 
Academy of Computer Science and Management.

One significant drawback, according to city officials, is that the city 
currently has no system of investment incentives. Still, subzones of 
two SEZs are located in close proximity. Major public infrastruc-
ture projects include a large-scale waste-water program for the city 
and the development of a Water Sports and Recreation Center. 

Mayor: Piotr Grzymowicz
Area code: 0 89
Area: 88 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 176,142
Labor force (Dec 2008): 119,642
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 5.6%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 50%
Recent major investors: JWK Group

Key contacts: 
	� Mayor’s Plenipotentiary for Investors’ Service 

ul. Wyzwolenia 30, 10-106 Olsztyn 
% (+48) 89 527 52 46 
Contact persons:  
Anna Andrejuk, investor service inspector,  
English, Swedish and Russian speaker: 
% (+48) 89 523 61 20 
@ andrejuk.anna@olsztyn.eu 
Andrzej Krawczyk, head of city’s development strategy,  
English and Russian speaker: 
% (+48) 89 523 64 30 
@ krawczyk.andrzej@olsztyn.eu

	� Department of Municipal Investment 
Pl. Jana Pawła II 1, 10-101 Olsztyn 
Contact person: Andrzej Krukowski, acting director: 
% (+48) 89 527 31 11, ext. 354 
@ krukowski.andrzej@olsztyn.eu

major cities

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Elbląg	 126,710	 80 sq km
Ełk 	 56,698	 21 sq km
Ostróda	 33,262	 14 sq km
Iława	 32,325	 22 sq km
Giżycko	 29,508	 14 sq km

Speaking the language of business

To subscribe

(22) 639 85 67
amichalik@valkea.com

Advertising 
contact

(22) 639 85 67 ext. 218
kpinkiewicz@wbj.pl

for daily news see www.wbj.pl

Poland’s leading English language business weekly



47 Investing in Poland 2010  Voivodships 

key contacts
Marshall’s Office 
Business Support section 
	� ul. Przemysłowa 46 

61-541 Poznań 
% (+48) 61 658 07 14 
6 (+48) 61 658 07 05 
@ sekretariat_drg@umww.pl 

Key facts
Voivode: Piotr Florek
Marshall: Marek Woźniak
Area: 29,826.51 sq km 
Population (Dec 2008): 3,397,617
Labor force (Dec 2008): 2,207,039
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 8% 
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.2,976.33
GDP (2006): zł.98.8 billion  
(9.3% of national GDP)
Natural resources: black coal, natural gas, oil,  
peat, salt
Number of students  
of higher education (2008): 182,112
Number of institutions in higher education: 38
Major universities: Adam Mickiewicz University  
in Poznań, Poznań University of Economics,  
Poznań University of Life Sciences, Poznań  
University of Technology, Poznań University of Medical Sciences
Major airport: Poznań International Airport in Ławica
Special Economic Zones: 
	 Kamienna Góra Special Economic Zone for Medium Business: 22 ha
	 Kostrzyn-Słubice Special Economic Zone: 213 ha
	 Łódź Special Economic Zone: 117 ha
	 Słupsk Special Economic Zone: 10 ha
	 Wałbrzych Special Economic Zone “INVEST-PARK”: 148 ha

Estimated investment 
Total (2007): zł.16.5 billion  
(private sector: zł.11.93 billion; public sector: zł.4.57 billion)
	 Of which:
	 Industry: zł.6.26 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.4.75 billion
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.2.8 billion
	 Trade and repair: zł.1.81 billion
	 Construction: zł.1.34 billion
	 Electricity, gas and water supply: zł.1.31 billion
Recent major investors: Allied Irish Bank, Beiersdorf, GlaxoSmithKline, Nestlé, 
Philips, Wrigley
Sources of major foreign investment: Germany, Ireland, the UK, the US

Voivodship budget
2008:
Revenues: zł.1.38 billion 
Expenditures: zł.1.51 billion 
Deficit: zł.126 million

2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.1.42 billion 
Expenditures: zł.1.74 billion 
Deficit: zł.320 million
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major cities

Wielkopolskie is the second-largest voivodship in Poland in 
terms of area, and third-largest in terms of population. It is 

situated in the central-western part of the country, abutting a re-
cord seven other voivodships. 

Because of its sprawling, central location and its connections to 
other regions, Wielkopolskie is an important base of operations 
for many firms serving the domestic market. As host to a large, al-
ready completed swathe of the east-west A2 motorway, as well as 
a latticework of national roads, the voivodship is also a vital trans-
port corridor. 

While Wielkopolskie plays a large role in domestic economic 
matters, it is also one of Poland’s largest exporters. The region’s 
most important products, in terms of export value, include au-
tomotive vehicles and parts, furniture, lighting equipment and 
pharmaceuticals.

According to local authorities, small and medium enterprises have 
been a driving force in the voivodship’s socio-economic develop-
ment. At the end of 2007, there were over 352,000 firms registered 
in the voivodship, of which only 382 had more than 250 employ-
ees, and these figures have seen regular y/y growth. The economic 

crisis has undoubtedly had an impact on these firms, although rep-
resentatives of the voivodship note that around 100 institutions 
support the development of entrepreneurship in the region.  

The influence of foreign capital among both SMEs and larg-
er firms is also emphasized. There are over 5,000 business in 
Wielkopolskie which boast foreign capital, in sectors such as 
foodstuffs, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, transport and machinery 
manufacturing.

When it comes to culture, Poznań, the voivodship’s largest city, 
naturally has the most influence. However, other areas of Wielko-
polskie are also known for hosting significant events. Kalisz, for 
instance, has held the Kaliskie Spotkania Teatralne festival for al-
most 50 years; it is also home to the annual “La Strada” Street Art 
Festival and the International Festival of Jazz Pianists. Gniezno, 
meanwhile, has the International “pod Piątką” Jazz Festival.

Tourism is an area in which voivodship authorities see much room 
for development. Motor and cycling tourism are popular in the re-
gion and it is noteworthy for having over 1,000 km of bike trails in 
its Wielkopolskie Cycling Trail System.

wielkopolskie voivodship

Poznań
Poznań, the capital of the Wielkopolskie voivodship and Poland’s 
fifth-largest city in terms of population, enjoys a reputation as a 
good place to do business. To capitalize on this, the city launched 
a promotional campaign in 2009, presenting itself as a modern, 
lively city “with know-how.”

For years Poznań has been a byword for trade 
and exhibition events, thanks in large part to the 
presence of Poznań International Fair, one of 
the biggest event organizers in the CEE region. 
Moreover, the Gdańsk Institute for Market Eco-
nomics regularly names the city one Poland’s 
most attractive destinations for investment. 

Firms from a number of different industries have taken note. Volk-
swagen, MAN and Bridgestone are a few investors from the au-
tomotive industry, while domestic and international retail chains 
such as Żabka, Billa, Jeronimo Martins, Bricomarche, Lidl, Selgros, 
Eurocash and Piotr i Paweł are seated in the city.

The city is home to three major players in the Polish jewelry mar-
ket – W. Kruk, Yes and Apart. Kompania Piwowarska, leader on 
the domestic brewing market, is also headquartered in Poznań. 

Poznań City Hall has been lauded as a model for managing inves-
tor relations. For one, Poland’s Urban Land Institute in a 2009 
report distinguished Poznań as a city which actively attracts busi-
nesses. The city also led daily Rzeczpospolita’s ranking of municipal 
governments in 2009, retaining its top spot from 2008. 

Culturally, Poznań is renowned for the Malta International Theatre 
Festival and the Henryk Wieniawski International Violin Compe-
tition, among other events. The city will also host matches during 
the Euro 2012 soccer tournament, for which the local stadium is 
being renovated and expanded.

 
Mayor: Ryszard Grobelny
Area code: 0 61
Area: 261.85 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 557,264	
Labor force (Dec 2008): 370,658
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 2.3%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 25.93%
Recent major investors: Lorenz Snack-World Services, Möbel 
Walther, Neinver, Open Text, Roche, Telcordia Technologies, 
Unilever, Wizz Air
Key contacts: 
	� Poznań City Hall 

Office for Investor Assistance and Investment Promotion 
Pl. Kolegiacki 17 
61-841 Poznań 
% (+48) 61 878 54 28 
6 (+48) 61 878 55 00 
@ promocja@um.poznan.pl 
Contact person: Anna Jaskólska, investors’ service guide,  
English speaker:  
% (+48) 61 878 49 96, @ anna_jaskolska@um.poznan.pl

other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Kalisz 	 107,140	 69.77 sq km
Konin 	 79,829	 81.68 sq km
Piła 	 74,735	 102.71 sq km
Ostrów Wielkopolski 	 72,368	 42.39 sq km
Gniezno	 69,737	 40.89 sq km
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key contacts
Investor’s Assistance Center 
	 ul. Korsarzy 34, 70-540 Szczecin 
	 % (+48) 91 446 71 05  
	 6 (+48) 91 446 71 02 
	 @ coi@wzp.pl  
	� Contact person: Piotr Biernacki,  

project manager, English speaker: 
% (+48) 91 446 71 77, @ pbiernacki@wzp.pl

Department for International Cooperation 
	 ul. Piłsudskiego 40-42  
	 70-952 Szczecin 
	 % (+48) 91 446 71 82 
	 6 (+48) 91 446 71 80  
	 Contact person: Julita Miłosz,  
	 department director: @ jmilosz@wzp.pl

Key Facts
Voivode: Marcin Zydorowicz
Marshall: Władysław Husejko
Area: 22,902 sq km 
Population (Dec 2008): 1,692,957 
Labor force (Dec 2008): 323,549
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 14.2% 
Average monthly wage (2008): zł.3,080.38 
GDP (2006): zł.42.88 billion (4% of national GDP)
Natural resources: approximately 3,000 lakes, beaches,  
biomass, clay, forests, geothermal, good conditions for  
renewable energies (wind, hydro), natural gas, oil,  
peat, sand 
Number of students  
of higher education (2008): 80,104 
Number of institutions in higher education: 22
Major universities: Koszalin University of Technology,  
Maritime University of Szczecin, Pomeranian Medical  
University, the West Pomeranian Business School,  
the West Pomeranian University of Technology,  
University of Szczecin 
Major airport: Szczecin-Goleniów Airport
Special Economic Zones:  
	 Kostrzyn-Słubice Special Economic Zone: 238.41 ha 
	 Pomeranian Special Economic Zone: 150 ha 
	 Słupsk Special Economic Zone: 212.4 ha

Estimated investment
Total (2007): zł.6.94 billion 
(private sector: zł.4.08 billion; public sector: zł.2.86 billion)
Of which: 
	 Industry: zł.2.48 billion, of which:
		  manufacturing: zł.1.38 billion
	 Real estate, renting and business activities: zł.1.05 billion
	 Electricity, gas and water supply: zł.1.04 billion
	 Construction: zł.718 million
	 Trade and repair: zł.640 million
	 Transportation, sorage and communication: zł.419 million
Recent major investors: Bridgestone Poland, ECE Projectmanagment 
Polska, HG Poland, UniCredit, Van Heyghen Staal 
Sources of major foreign investment: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Ger-
many, Sweden, the Netherlands, the UK

Voivodship budget
2008:
Revenues: zł.541.06 million 
Expenditures: zł.536.04 million 
Surplus: zł.5.02 million
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2009 (projected):
Revenues: zł.760.28 million 
Expenditures: zł.844.74 million 
Deficit: zł.84.45 million
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other major cities
City	 Population	A rea
Koszalin 	 107,376	 83 sq km
Stargard Szczeciński	 70,217	 48 sq km
Kołobrzeg	 44,889	 26 sq km
Świnoujście 	 40,871	 197 sq km
Szczecinek	 38,488	 37 sq km

Poland’s westernmost voivodship, Zachodniopomorskie, oc-
cupies a privileged position in the country. By virtue of its 

proximity to Germany, Scandinavia and Baltic shipping lanes, the 
voivodship serves as an economic gateway to the world, while at 
the same time its natural resources serve both industrial and rec-
reational interests. 

In total, Zachodniopomorskie com-
prises around 7.3 percent of Poland’s 
total area and about 4.4 percent of its 
population. Local authorities stress 
the quality of the workforce – which is 
reinforced annually by around 18,000 
new graduates of higher education – as 
well as the fact that labor costs are on 
par with the national average. The num-
ber of capable German speakers in the 
voivodship is also relatively high. 

Zachodniopomorskie is one of only 
two regions in Poland – the other being Lower Silesia – currently 
linked to Western Europe by highway. Moreover, it is suffused with 
road and railway infrastructure, has an international airport and 
hosts the biggest ferry terminal in the country. Ports in Szczecin and 
Świnoujście offer access to sea trade. 

Representatives of the voivodship stress that a variety of invest-
ment options exist. These include the possibility of investing 
on land sited within one of three special economic zones – the 
Kostrzyn-Słubice, Pomeranian and Słupsk SEZs – and several 
large industrial and technology parks, such as the Szczecin Science 
and Technology Park.

In terms of sectors with strong potential for investment, Zachod-
niopomorskie’s Investor Assistance Center notes tourism, yacht-
ing and health and beauty services as attractive options. Renew-
able energy is another area which is drawing interest, and wind 
energy in particular, as the blustery coastline has proven suitable 
for wind turbines. 

Not all the news from the voivodship is rosy, though. Unemploy-
ment is relatively high – although local authorities suggest that this 
is to employers’ advantage – and not all local industries have coped 
well with the free market. 

Shipbuilding is a case in point. As in neighboring Pomorskie, 
maritime construction is a traditionally strong industry in Za-
chodniopomorskie. The industry has been plagued by troubles 
since the end of communism, but the state’s search for private 
investment in New Szczecin Shipyard, a large local employer, has 
offered new hope.

Zachodniopomorskie voivodship

major cities

Szczecin
Szczecin, the administrative seat of Zachodniopomorskie voivod-
ship, is Poland’s seventh-largest city by population and third-larg-
est in terms of area. It lies around 20 km from the German border 
and has access to the Baltic Sea, giving the city strong trade and 
transport links with Western Europe. 

In Rzeczpospolita’s “Local Government Ranking 2009,” Szczecin’s 
authorities were ranked eighth out of 50 large Polish cities, with 
the governments of fellow Zachodniopomorskie cities Świnoujście 
and Koszalin taking 16th and 27th places, respectively. 

In terms of its economy, Szczecin remains largely dependent on 
the sea, but has managed to diversify its base to a degree, attracting 
IT investments such as a UniCredit BPO center. Meanwhile, the 
city itself plans to spend several billion złoty on investment over 
the next few years, earmarked for projects to improve municipal 
transport and waste management systems, to better environmental 
protection programs and to support sport and culture. 

Indeed, Szczecin is well-known in Poland for these latter two ar-
eas. The capital of Zachodniopomorskie is synonymous with 
sailing, for example, hosting a number of races and maritime-
themed events throughout the year. The annual Days of the Sea 
festival is one such example. Other major events on the city’s 
calendar include the International Street Artists’ Festival, the 
Szczecin Rock Festival and the Pekao Open tennis tournament.  

Mayor: Piotr Krzystek
Area code: 0 91

Area: 301 sq km
Population (Dec 2008): 407,785
Labor force (Dec 2008): 64,622 
Unemployment rate ( June 2009): 6.3%
Percentage of city covered by zoning plans: 24.81%
Recent major investors: ECE Projectmanagment Polska, Echo 
Investment, UniCredit
Key contacts: 
	 Department of City Development 
	 Contact persons: 
	 Monika Wasilewska-Serwiak, main specialist, English speaker:  
	 @ investor@um.szczecin.pl, % (+48) 91 424 58 19     
	 Zdzisław Kula, main specialist, English and German speaker:  
	 @ investor@um.szczecin.pl, % (+48) 91 424 58 19
	 Andrzej Neczaj, main specialist, English speaker:  
	 @ investor@um.szczecin.pl, % (+48) 91 424 58 19
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Seventeen special economic zones 
(SEZs) were conceived in Poland 

in the mid-1990s as a means of encour-
aging investment in various areas of the 
country, of which 15 were opened and 14 
remain today. The idea was elegantly sim-
ple: create administratively independent 
zones which work to satisfy the needs of 
investors and local regions alike. 

For the latter group, the business rela-
tionships formed through the frame-
work of Poland’s SEZs have meant a net 
increase in entrepreneurship as well as 
the creation a large number of new jobs. 
And for qualifying investors, both foreign and domestic, the incen-
tives offered by investment in a special economic zone have helped 
to boost competitiveness.

Incentives for investing in an SEZ include corporate or personal 
income tax exemptions, sites already developed with infrastruc-
ture and utilities, as well as the assistance of authorities trained 
to ease the often complicated task of setting up a new venture in 
Poland. The regulations regarding investment and the benefits 
thereof vary according to the investor and the special economic 
zone, but in all cases the prospective investor needs to apply to 

the SEZ’s management board for an 
operating permit.

In general, the minimum value of an 
investment entitled to public aid in a 
special economic zone is E100,000. 
The investor needs to agree with the 
SEZ authorities on how many jobs 
will be created through the investment 
and must later fulfill this agreement. 
The rules also stipulate that a certain 
percentage of an investment (gener-
ally 25 percent) must come from the 
investor’s own funds, meaning not 
from public aid. 

These are, it should be noted, only general descriptions of the rules 
governing SEZ investment. Interested parties should consult with 
the Polish Information and Foreign Investment Agency (www.
paiz.gov.pl) or with the zones themselves.

Originally, Poland’s SEZs were sanctioned to exist for a period 
of 20 years, but a 2008 amendment to the regulations extended 
this and now all 14 zones are scheduled to close on December 31, 
2020. In the meantime, they remain attractive and accommodating 
locations in which to do business.

Special Economic Zones in Poland
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EURO-PARK MIELEC Special Economic Zone 
The oldest of Poland’s special economic zones, EURO-PARK MIELEC has facilitated the 
creation of over 12,000 jobs since it opened. Representatives of the SEZ emphasize that 
location is one of its major advantages, particularly for investors interested in CEE markets. 
EURO-PARK MIELEC’s subzones are strewn throughout the southeastern corner of Poland 
and many are within short distances of Slovakia, Ukraine or Belarus.
Investing assistance is naturally available, including preparation of land for greenfield invest-
ments, the option of “turn-key” construction of production facilities and the issuance of 
building permits on site. The SEZ currently hosts almost 100 firms and local authorities note 
the potential to draw on suppliers from a wide range of industries.

Year established: 1997
Subzones located in: Lower Silesia and Wielkopolskie 
Total area for investment: 368.78 ha (161 ha available for 
investment)
Industries the SEZ specializes in: No specialization, com-
panies from many branches
Total number of investors ( July 2009): 41
Total value of investments ( July 2009): zł.1.36 billion
Top investors in terms of value of investment:

BDN (printing) – Germany 
Takata Petri Parts Polska (automotive) – Japan
POLCOLORIT (ceramics) – Poland
Wepa Professional Piechowice (paper) – Germany/Poland 
Dr Schneider Automotive  
Polska (automotive) – Germany 

Key contacts: 
	 www.ssemp.pl 
	 Danuta Lewandowska, project manager, English speaker: 
	 @ d.lewandowska@ssemp.pl 
	 % (+48) 75 645 15 03 
	  (+48) 662 130 338
	 Anna Komorowska, project manager, German speaker:  
	 @ a.komorowska@ssemp.pl 
	 % (+48) 75 645 15 03 
	  (+48) 606 297 300

Year established: 1995
Total area for investment: 998 ha (275 ha available for 
investment)
Industries the SEZ specializes in: metal working, automo-
tive sector, plastic component production and aviation. IT/
services, construction and machinery also present, among 
other sectors
Top investors in terms of value of investment:

Polskie Zakłady Lotnicze (aviation) – the United States
MTU Aero Engines Polska (aviation) – Germany
Lear Corporation (automotive) – the United States

Firma Oponiarska Dębica (automotive) – Cyprus
Kronospan Mielec (wood processing) – the United States
Total number of investors ( July 2009): 99
Total value of investments ( July 2009): zł.4.04 billion
Key contact: 
	� www.europark.com.pl 

Ingmar Wyczałek, deputy director marketing & develop-
ment, English speaker:  
@ iwyczalek@europark.com.pl 
% (+48) 17 788 72 36

Kamienna Góra Special Economic Zone  
for Medium Business 
Since its inception in 1997, the Kamienna Góra Special Economic Zone for Medium Busi-
ness has incorporated several hundred hectares of terrain. The zone is primarily located in 
the Lower Silesia voivodship, with a small presence in the Wielkopolska voivodship. 
One of this SEZ’s most attractive attributes is its close proximity to the Czech and German 
borders, with well-developed transportation arteries located throughout the region. The 
Kamienna Góra Special Economic Zone for Medium Business also counts local mineral 
deposits, tourism potential, “supportive and investor-friendly local authorities” and a well-
educated, low-cost workforce among its assets.
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Year established: 1996
Subzones located in: Silesia, Opolskie and Małopolskie
Total area for investment: 1,544 ha located in 35 different 
sites. Around 586 ha for future investments. There are also 
plans to extend the area of the zone to 2,009 ha by the end of 
2009. 
Silesia voivodship: approximately 1,352 ha
Opolskie voivodship: approximately 170 ha
Małopolskie voivodship: 22 ha
Industries the SEZ specializes in: automotive (60%)
Top investors in terms of value of investment:

GM Opel (automotive) – the United States
Fiat - GM Powertrain Polska (automotive) – Italy

NGK Ceramics (automotive) – Japan
Total number of investors: 180  
Total value of investments: over zł.13 billion
Key contacts: 
	 www.wsse.com.pl 
	 Aleksandra Zajusz-Wayda, marketing specialist, English speaker: 
	 @ azajusz@ksse.com.pl 
	  (+48) 694 463 942
	 Wojciech Rusek, marketing specialist, English speaker:  
	 @ wrusek@ksse.com.pl 
	  (+48) 694 463 941
	 Łukasz Ciepły, marketing specialist, English speaker:  
	 @ lcieply@ksse.com.pl 
	  (+48) 668 359 950

Katowice Special Economic Zone 
According to representatives of the Katowice Special Economic Zone, their zone is the 
leader among Polish SEZs in terms of the human resource market and labor costs, as well as 
for “investment attractiveness of the region.” They also cite the “European Cities & Regions 
of the Future 2008/2009,” published by the Financial Times’ investment magazine, fDi, 
which ranked “Southern Poland” seventh in terms of best economic potential and fourth in 
terms of cost effectiveness.
The SEZ also benefits from two international transportation corridors – one running from 
Berlin to Lviv, the other from Gdańsk to Žilina – and two major motorways, the A1 and A4.

Year established: 1997
Total area for investment: 1,258.32 ha (707.15 available), 
likely to be expanded in the future
Industries the SEZ specializes in: Specialization depends on 
the subzone, but examples include electronics, optics, the auto-
motive industry, chemicals, furniture, machinery and paper
Top investors in terms of value of investment:

ICT Poland (tissue paper) – Italy
Barlinek Inwestycje (wood processing) – Poland
Volkswagen Poznań (automotive) – Germany
TPV Displays Poland (electronics/optics) – Taiwan 
Arctic Paper Kostrzyn (wood processing) – Sweden
Total number of investors ( July 2009): 174 permits issued
Total value of investments (December 2008):  
zł.3.44 billion

Key contacts: 
	 www.kssse.com.pl 
	 Andrzej Kail, general project manager, German speaker:  
	 @ kail@kssse.pl 
	 % (+48) 95 721 98 18  
	  (+48) 601 171 811
	 Izabela Fechner, senior project manager,  
	 English and German speaker: 
	 @ fechner@kssse.pl 
	 % (+48) 95 721 98 35 
	  (+48) 609 419 595

Kostrzyn-Słubice Special Economic Zone 
Land in the Kostrzyn-Słubice Special Economic Zone is spread throughout the Lubuskie, 
Wielkopolskie and Zachodniopomorskie voivodships, with the greatest concentration found 
in the former. It is, according to SEZ representatives, the zone located closest to Germany, 
and boasts direct links with Berlin as well as other major European cities. 
Furthermore, the SEZ is located in a region where labor and land costs remain low in 
comparison to other areas of Poland, and investment plots in small and mid-sized towns 
come well equipped with utilities and technical infrastructure. Regional unemployment is 
still relatively high, especially in Lubuskie voivodship, so staffing can be less arduous than in 
other parts of the country.
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Year established: 1997
Total area for investment: 528.84 ha
Industries the SEZ specializes in: all sectors of traditional 
industry, with the exception of manufacturing that requires 
state licenses (such as alcoholic beverages, tobacco products, 
steel production). Other sectors include ICT, research and 
development in natural and technical sciences, accounting 
and auditing, bookkeeping and call centers
Top investors in terms of value of investment:

Comarch (IT) – Poland
MAN Trucks (automotive) – Germany
Nidec Motors and Actuators Poland (automotive) – Japan
Motorola Polska Electronics (telecommunications) –  
the United States
RR Donnelley Europe (printing) – United States

Total number of investors ( July 2009): 73
Total value of investments ( July 2009): zł.1.29 billion
Key contact:  
	� www.sSse.krakow.pl 

Jacek Bielawski, investor services,  
English, German and French speaker:  
@ jbielawski@sse.krakow.pl 
% (+48) 12 640 19 49

Kraków Technology Park Special Economic Zone 
The Kraków Technology Park Special Economic Zone is unique among its peers in that it 
functions as both SEZ and tech park. It was originally expected to cater exclusively to firms 
involved in hi-tech fields such as IT, biotech and electronics. However, the zone struggled 
under this limitation and the decision was later made to invite companies from other indus-
tries to invest on its land.
But the SEZ still supports hi-tech firms and its Technology Incubator building, completed 
in 2008, currently houses the park’s authorities. Moreover, one of the Kraków Technology 
Park’s main goals is to foster the development of high technologies and to bring academic 
and research institutions together with businesses.

Legnica Special Economic Zone 
Located exclusively in the Lower Silesia voivodship, the Legnica Special Economic Zone 
shares that region’s distinct advantages, including proximity to the Czech and German 
borders and extremely well developed road and rail transportation routes. Also, three large 
airports lie within a reasonable distance of Legnica’s 12 subzones.
Land incorporated within the zone has easy road access and a number of greenfield invest-
ment plots. According to SEZ representatives, one of their greatest advantages is an “indi-
vidual investment process and professional investment care.”

Year established: 1997
Year of closure: 2020
Total area for investment: 457 ha (140 ha available), ex-
pected to be expanded to about 600 ha in the future
Industries the SEZ specializes in: automotive industry, 
electronics, plastic parts, machinery
Top investors in terms of value of investment:

	 VW Motor Group (automotive) – Germany
	 CCC (shoe producer) – Poland
	 Sanden (automotive) – Japan
	 Winkelmann (water heaters, metal) – Germany
	 Viessmann (heating systems) – Germany
Total number of investors ( July 2009):  
50 (91 permits issued) 
Total value of investments ( July 2009): zł.4.09 billion

Key contacts: 
	 www.strefa-legnica.com 
	 Iwona Exner, manager, German speaker:  
	 @ exner@strefa-legnica.com 
	 % (+48) 76 727 74 81  
	 Kamila Harmala, project manager, English speaker:  
	 @ harmala@strefa-legnica.com 
	 % (+48) 76 727 74 80
	 Maciej Rojowski, project manager,  
	 English and Spanish speaker:  
	 @ rojowski@strefa-legnica.com     
	 % (+48) 76 727 74 83
	 Łukasz Maciejewski, project manager, English speaker:  
	 @ maciejewski@strefa-legnica.com 
	 % (+48) 76 727 74 82
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Year established: 1997
Total area for investment: 1,162 ha (350 ha available), 
expected to grow in the future
Industries the SEZ specializes in: white goods, packaging, 
pharmaceuticals, plastics, construction materials
Top investors in terms of value of investment: 
Dell (IT) – the United States
Procter & Gamble (personal care products) – the United 
States
Euroglas (construction) – Germany
BSH (white goods) – Germany
Indesit (white goods) – Italy

Total number of investors ( July 2009): 145
Total value of investments ( July 2009): E2.5 billion
Key contacts: 
	 www.sse.lodz.pl 
	 Agnieszka Sobieszek, director of investment development, 
	 English speaker:  
	 @ agnieszka.sobieszek@sse.lodz.pl  
	 % (+48) 42 275 50 52
	 Marcin Włodarczyk, director of investor service  
	 department, French speaker:  
	 @ marcin.wlodarczyk@sse.lodz.pl 
	 % (+48) 42 275 50 60 

Łódź Special Economic Zone 
In KPMG’s 2008 “Special Economic Zones” report, the Łódź Special Economic Zone was 
rated highest among SEZs in terms of investor assessment, with over 90 percent of its inves-
tors giving it “good” or “very good” marks. As well, Colliers’ most recent “Improving through 
Moving” report highlighted the Łódź area’s great potential among Polish cities for produc-
tion outsourcing.
Among its strongest assets, the SEZ can count the immense academic center located in Łódź, 
with around 120,000 students of higher education and 20,000 graduates annually, as well as 
its close proximity to the Polish capital and its own international airport. It is also located 
near the A1 and A2 motorways, as well as the S8 and S14 expressways.

Year established: 2001
Total area for investment: 1,162 ha (320 ha available), 
expected to increase in 2009
Industries the SEZ specializes in: electronics, pharma-
ceuticals, paper; open to most investments, especially BPO 
services, new technologies and innovative companies
Top investors in terms of value of investment:

	 �Flextronics International Poland (telephone production) – 
the United States

	 Bridgestone Stargard (automotive) – Japan
	 Sharp Manufacturing Poland (LCD panels) – Japan
	 �International Paper Kwidzyn (cellulose and paper) – the 

United States
	 �Mondi Packaging Paper Świecie (packaging) – the United 

Kingdom

Total number of investors ( July 2009): 62
Total value of investments ( July 2009): zł.3.7 billion
Key contacts:  
	 www.strefa.gda.pl 
	� Jarosław Szponarski, project manager, English speaker: 

@ j.szponarski@strefa.gda.pl 
% (+48) 58 555 97 15

	� Anna Różycka, senior specialist, English speaker:  
@ a.rozycka@strefa.gda.pl 
% (+48) 58 555 97 17

Pomeranian Special Economic Zone 
Born out of a 2001 merger of zones in Żarnowiec and Tczew, the Pomeranian Special Eco-
nomic Zone is technically the youngest of Poland’s SEZs. It is also swiftly developing, with a 
number of investments currently underway and plans to expand its area in the near future. 
The Pomeranian SEZ’s subzones are scattered throughout the Pomorskie, Kujawsko-
Pomorskie and Zachodniopomorskie voivodships, regions which offer unique investment 
opportunities such as plots located near container terminals, within the Tri-city area or along 
the northern stretch of the A1 motorway. 
Representatives of the SEZ also stress that proximity to Gdańsk’s Lech Walęsa International 
Airport and the Gdańsk Science and Technology Park provide additional benefits for inves-
tors. Consulting is available at any stage of negotiations, even after the commencement of an 
investment, and infrastructure for greenfield investments can be provided within half a year.
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Year established: 1997
Total area for investment: 580.44 ha (approximately 215 ha 
available) 
Industries the SEZ specializes in: Precision mechanics, the 
automotive industry, metallurgy, electronics, wood-process-
ing, building materials
Top investors in terms of value of investment: 

MAN Bus (automotive) – Germany
RR Donnelley Starachowice (printing) – the United States
Fabryka Kotlów SEFAKO (industrial boilers) –  
Poland
Air Liquide Polska (technical gases) – France
Cersanit II (bathroom furniture) – Poland

Total number of investors ( July 2009): 76
Total value of investments ( July 2009): zł.1.38 billion
Key contacts: 
	 www.sse.com.pl 
	 Cezary Tkaczyk, vice president, German speaker:  
	 @ sekretariat@sse.com.pl 
	 % (+48) 041 275 41 01
	 Anna Jaworska, marketing specialist, English speaker:  
	 @ sse@sse.com.pl 
	 % (+48) 41 275 44 45
	 Jolanta Nowak, foreign contact specialist, English speaker:  
	 @ sse@sse.com.pl 
	 % (+48) 041 275 41 01 ext. 403

“Starachowice” Special Economic Zone 
The “Starachowice” Special Economic Zone is one of the most geographically diverse SEZs 
in Poland, with subzones located in five voivodships: Świętokrzyskie, Mazowieckie, Opol-
skie,  Łódzkie and Lubelskie. Investors are generally able to apply for the maximum amount 
of public support available (up to 70 percent of investment costs).
Representatives of the zone stress the “high quality investor service,” low costs of employ-
ment and locations available in traditional centers of industry as major advantages. As well, 
according to the 2008 edition of KPMG’s “Special Economic Zones” report, “Starachowice” 
is one of the best SEZs when it comes to the quality of rail links with subzones.

Year established: 1997
Total area for investment: 401 ha (178 ha available)
Industries the SEZ specializes in: Plastics processing, trans-
portation and warehousing, and production of metal goods, 
car windows, canned fish, wood-based materials
Top investors in terms of value of investment:

Kronospan Polska (chipboard and paneling production) –  
Cyprus
Nordglass II (automotive) – Poland
Przetwórstwo Rybne “ŁOSOŚ” (fish canning) – Poland

Ozen Plus (charcoal and energy production) – Poland
Jakob Hatteland Development (electronics) – Norway
Total number of investors ( July 2009): 48
Total value of investments ( July 2009): over zł.700 million
Key contacts: 
	 www.parr.slupsk.pl 
	 Leonard Ferkaluk, investment director, English speaker:  
	 @ ferkaluk@parr.slupsk.pl 
	 % (+48) 59 840 11 74,  
	  (+48) 604 450 207

Słupsk Special Economic Zone 
Land in the Słupsk Special Economic Zone is concentrated in the northwestern voivodships 
of Poland – Zachodniopomorskie, Pomorskie and Wielkopolskie. This location gives inves-
tors good access to the German-Polish border as well as to Baltic shipping lanes.
According to the SEZ’s authorities, average construction costs are lower in the region than in 
other areas of the country and the presence of development plans help to ease the invest-
ment process. Also stressed is the friendly, welcoming atmosphere in both the economic 
zone and the area in general. 
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Year established: 1996
Total area for investment: 342 ha (112.87 ha available)
Industries the SEZ specializes in: various industries, in-
cluding plastics, wood-processing and construction materials
Top investors in terms of value of investment:

Pfleiderer MDF (furniture chipboards) – Germany
Rockwool Polska (insulation materials) – Denmark
Porta KMI Poland (doors) – Poland

PP Cezar (tiles and paneling) – Poland
Aquael (aquarium equipment) – Poland
Total number of investors ( July 2009): 60
Total value of investments ( July 2009): zł.1.39 billion
Key contacts:

	 www.ssse.com.pl 
	 Marek Koprowski, investor assistance, English speaker:  
	 @ m.koprowski@ssse.com.pl 
	 % (+48) 87 565 22 17

Suwałki Special Economic Zone 
The Suwałki Special Economic Zone inhabits Poland’s northeastern corner, making it a 
location of prime significance for investors interested in eastern markets such as Russia, 
Lithuania or Belarus. It is the sole SEZ to have a presence in Podlaskie voivodship and it also 
has subzones in Warmińsko-Mazurskie, Podlaskie and Mazowieckie voivodships. 
Among the zone’s merits, Suwałki SEZ staff stress the importance of relatively cheap real 
estate and low labor costs in comparison with western Poland. Unemployment in the region 
means there is no dearth of workers, while the presence of institutions of higher and voca-
tional education means the local labor force offers a variety of different skills.

Year established: 1997
Total area for investment: 1,336.44 ha (276.2 ha available), 
expected to be enlarged by 300 ha in the near future
Industries the SEZ specializes in: construction, pharma-
ceuticals, plastics, metals, electronics and chemicals
Top investors in terms of value of investment:

LG Philips LCD Poland (electronics) – South Korea 
ATS Stahlschmidt & Maiworm (automotive) – Germany 
Sanfarm (pharmaceuticals) – Poland 
LG Electronics Wrocław (electronics) – Poland
Heesung Electronics Poland (electronics) – South Korea 
Total number of investors ( July 2009): 115 (180 permits 
issued)
Total value of investments ( July 2009): zł.5 billion

Key contacts: 
	 www.tsse.pl 
	 Monika Puzio, marketing specialist, English speaker:  
	 @ monika.puzio@tsse.pl 
	 % (+48) 15 823 66 88

Tarnobrzeg Special Economic Zone “EURO-PARK 
WISŁOSAN” 
One of Poland’s biggest SEZs, Tarnobrzeg Special Economic Zone “EURO-PARK 
WISŁOSAN” occupies land in five different voivodships – Podkarpackie, Mazowieckie, 
Świętokrzyskie, Lubelskie and Lower Silesia – meaning its subzones are located in both the 
southeast and southwest of the nation. This geographical diversity means investors have a 
wide range of different environments in which to locate projects.
Among its assets “EURO-PARK WISŁOSAN” counts the nearness of the EU’s eastern and 
western border, sizable tax reductions, low prices, modern facilities and the availability of 
professional, well-trained staff in most sectors.
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Year established: 1997
Total area for investment: 738.8 ha (268.1 ha available), 
expected to grow by 45 ha
Industries the SEZ specializes in: manufacturing of furni-
ture, electronics and tires
Top investors in terms of value of investment: 

Michelin Polska (automotive) – France
LG Electronics Mława (TV and monitor production) – 
South Korea 
Swedwood Poland (furniture and wooden goods) – Sweden 
Wydawnictwo Bauer (publishing) – Germany 
Wójcik Fabryka Mebli (furniture) – Poland
Total number of investors ( July 2009): 55
Total value of investments ( July 2009): zł.2.53 billion
 

Key contacts: 
	 www.wmsse.com.pl 
	� Krzysztof Gąsior, head of zone infrastructure,  

German and English speaker:  
@ gasior@wmsse.com.pl 
% (+48) 89 535 02 41

	� Paweł Lulewicz, head of investor recruitment  
and promotions, Russian and English speaker:  
@ lulewicz@wmsse.com.pl 
% (+48) 89 535 02 41

Warmia-Mazury Special Economic Zone 
The Warmia-Mazury Special Economic Zone, whose subzones are situated in the 
Warmińsko-Mazurskie and Mazowieckie voivodships, stands squarely in the middle among 
its peers in terms of total area. It was well-rated by its resident firms in KPMG’s 2008 “Special 
Economic Zones” report, with 88.1 percent describing it as “good” or “very good,” which put 
it in third place among SEZs.
Among the zone’s merits, its representatives stress low land prices, a wide selection of pos-
sibilities in terms of location and low labor costs. The fact that the area sees a relatively low 
level of competition is also touted.

Year established: 1997
Total area for investment: 1,651.52 ha (over 480 ha avail-
able)
Industries the SEZ specializes in: dominant sectors are the 
automotive industry and white goods production. Others 
include metal-processing, construction, engineering and 
plastics production
Top investors in terms of value of investment:

	 �Toyota Motor Manufacturing Poland (automotive) – Japan
	 �Toyota Motor Industries Poland (automotive) – Japan
	 Electrolux Poland (white goods) – Sweden
	 Cadbury Polska (food) – the United Kingdom
	 Faurecia Wałbrzych (automotive) – France
Total number of investors  
( July 2009):  128 (142 permits issued)

Total value of investments (March 2009): zł.9.9 billion
Key contacts: 
	 www.invest-park.com.pl 
	� Wojciech Morel, marketing department manager,  

English speaker:  
@ wojciech_morel@invest-park.com.pl 
% (+48) 74 664 91 64

	� Hanna Sędziak, promotion and development  
department manager, English speaker:  
@ hanna_sedziak@invest-park.com.pl 
% (+48) 74 664 91 64

	� Krzysztof Orłowski, senior project manager,  
German speaker:  
@ krzysztof_orlowski@invest-park.com.pl 
% (+48) 74 664 91 64

Wałbrzych Special Economic Zone “INVEST-PARK” 
The largest of Poland’s SEZs in terms of area, the Wałbrzych Special Economic Zone 
“INVEST-PARK” is also second-biggest in terms of amount of investment and number of 
jobs created. Subzones are spread throughout four voivodships – Lower Silesia, Opolskie, 
Lubuskie and Wielkopolskie – all of which boast strong industrial traditions. Land within 
the SEZ is also located in close proximity to other markets of the European Union.  
The authorities of “INVEST-PARK” make note of a number of industrial properties which 
might be interesting to investors looking for BPO, production or warehouse space.
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Boruta Zgierz Industrial Park
Contact persons: 
	 Anna Kwiecień, park manager, Russian speaker:  
	 @ boruta@umz.zgierz.pl 
	 % (+48) 500 160 915 
	� Józef Dziemdziela, vice president of MPGK (managing entity 

of Boruta Zgierz Industrial Park):  
@ mpgkzgierz@poczta.onet.pl  
% (+48) 42 716 22 97  
6 (+48) 42 716 44 65

Bukowice Industrial Park 
	 ul. Zagłoby 22, 54-514 Wrocław 
	 www.bukowiceip.com 
	 6 (+48) 71 357 32 94 
Contact person:  
	 Leszek Adam Boroński, English and Russian speaker:  
	 @ boronski@bukowiceip.com, 	 (+48) 602 788 163 

Bydgoszcz Industrial Park
	 ul. Wojska Polskiego 65, 85-825 Bydgoszcz 
	 www.bpp.bydgoszcz.pl 
	 % (+48) 52 365 33 10, 6 (+48) 52 365 33 17 
Contact person:  
	 Ryszard Chodyna, president, English speaker:  
	 @ office@bpp.bydgoszcz.pl

Crystal Green Industrial Park 
	 Tarnów City Hall, Business Support Section 
	 ul. Nowa 4 room 221, 33-100 Tarnów  
	 % (+48) 14 688 28 21 
	 6 (+48) 14 688 28 21 
Contact person:  
	 Agnieszka Batko, manager, English speaker:  
	 @ a.batko@umt.tarnow.pl 

Częstochowa Industrial Park
	 ul. Nowowiejskiego 26, 42-217 Częstochowa  
	 www.czpp.com.pl  
	 % (+48) 34 360 56 88, @ czpp@arr.czestochowa.pl

Gdańsk Science and Technology Park
	 ul. Trzy Lipy 3, 80-172 Gdańsk  
	 www.gpnt.pl 
	 % (+48) 58 739 61 26, 6 (+48) 58 739 61 18  
	 @ office@gpnt.pl  
Contact person:  
	 Martyna Czarnobaj, English speaker:  
	 @ m.czarnobaj@strefa.gda.pl

Goleniów Industrial Park 
	 Goleniów Municipality and City Hall 
	 Pl. Lotników 1, 72-100 Goleniów 
	 www.goleniow.pl 
	 % (+48) 91 46 98 200, 6 (+48) 91 46 98 298 
	 @ ugim@goleniow.pl  
Contact person:  
	 Krzysztof Zajko, deputy mayor of Goleniów, English speaker:   
	 @ burmistrz@goleniow.pl

Grudziądz Industrial Park
	 ul. Budowlanych 7, 86-300 Grudziądz  
	 www.gpp.grudziadz.pl 
	 % (+48) 56 45 06 113, 6 (+48) 56 46 21 629  
	 @ gpp@gpp.grudziadz.pl   
Contact person:  
	� Joanna Błażyńska, president, English speaker:  

@ j.blazynska@gpp.grudziadz.pl

Industrial Park in Stargard
	 Stargard Local Development Agency 
	 ul. Pierwsza Brygada 35, 73-110 Stargard Szczeciński 

For a business wanting to launch activity in an already-prepared 
location, perhaps close to suppliers or other firms in its industry, 

the decision to site in an industrial and/or technology park can be 
very profitable. Poland hosts many such locations, although they dif-
fer greatly in scale, form and function. 

The parks listed in this section share a common goal: to support entre-
preneurship and innovation. They seek to do this in different ways, for 
example by providing technical infrastructure, creating links between 
academia and business and, ultimately, by helping to transfer innovative 
solutions from the realm of the extraordinary to that of everyday use.
It should be noted that not all technology or hybrid tech-industrial 
parks meet the stringent criteria established by the Polish Business 
and Innovation Centers Association (SOOIiP). According to the or-
ganization, only seven parks meet all the requirements expected of 
technology parks, while most others fulfill some but not all of the 
criteria. Another 20 or so parks are in the pipeline. 

Among active tech parks, the biggest park in terms of area is the 
Industry and Technology Park Bełchatów Kleszczów, while the 

Wrocław Technology Park hosts the most firms and greatest amount 
of capital. The oldest is the Poznań Science and Technology Park, 
founded in 1995.
According to SOOIiP, the regions of Poland which host industrial 
and technology parks have seen visible improvement in the develop-
ment of local entrepreneurship. The concept has, however, become 
something of a victim of its own success. In some areas, too many 
“park” initiatives have been launched with too little forethought. 
Even in regions possessing the appropriate scientific-economic con-
ditions to foster several initiatives simultaneously, poor planning has 
lead to the recent liquidation of some parks.

As such, please note that the list of industrial and technology parks 
which follows is neither exhaustive nor static. New initiatives are 
constantly being put forward, other plans are being moth-balled 
or abandoned. Many parks are thriving, while others have gone by 
the wayside. All of the parks listed were contacted and were en-
gaged in business activity at the time Investing in Poland 2010 was 
published.

Industrial and technology parks
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	 www.sarl.pl 
	 % (+48) (91) 834 90 88, 6 (+48) 91 834 90 98 
Contact person:  
	 Joanna Hajduk, marketing specialist, English speaker:  
	 @ joanna.hajduk@sarl.pl

Industry and Technology Park 
Bełchatów Kleszczów
	 ul. Ciepłownicza 5, 97-400 Bełchatów  
	 www.ppt.belchatow.pl 
	 % / 6 (+48) 44 733 11 65, @ bkppt@ppt.belchatow.pl 
Contact person:  
	 Ewa Grudzińska, training facility director, English speaker:  
	 @ e.grudzinska@ppt.belchatow.pl

Jaworzno Industrial Park
	 Local Development Agency  
	 ul. Grunwaldzka 275, 43-600 Jaworzno 
	 www.jpp.jaworzno.pl 
	 % (+48) 32 614 21 00, 6 (+48) 32 614 21 03 
	 @ biuro@jpp.jaworzno.pl 
Contact person:  
	� Regina Berdy, deputy creativity officer,  

Russian and (basic) English speaker: 
@ regina.berdy@jpp.jaworzno.pl

Kalisz Technological Incubator 
	 Fundacja Kaliski Inkubator Przedsiębiorczości 
	 ul. Częstochowska 25, 62-800 Kalisz 
	 www.kip.kalisz.pl  
	 % (+48) 62 764 12 42, 6 (+48) 62 764 50 16   
	 @ fundacja@kip.kalisz.pl 
Contact person:  
	 Piotr Sadowski, president, English speaker:  
	 @ piotr.sadowski@kip.kalisz.pl

Kędzierzyn-Koźle Industrial Park
	 ul. Szkolna 15, 47-225 Kędzierzyn-Koźle 
	 % (+48) 77 488 62 15, 6  (+48) 77 488 69 28  
	 @ biuro@kkpp.pl 
Contact person:  
	� Marek Gogołowicz, president of the board,  

English and French speaker:  
@ mggl@poczta.onet.pl 

KGHM LETIA Legnica Technology Park 
	 ul. Złotoryjska 194, 59-220 Legnica 
	 www.kghm.letia.pl 
	 % (+48) 76 747 54 40, 6 (+48) 76 746 54 44 
	 @ sekretariat@kghm.letia.pl  
Contact person:  
	 Magdalena Monteiro, English speaker:  
	 @ m.monteiro@kghm.letia.pl 
	 % (+48) 76 747 5443,  (+48) 697 890 426

Kutno Agro-Industrial Park
	 Kutno Town Hall 
	 Pl. Marsz. J. Piłsudskiego 18, 99-300 Kutno 
	 www.um.kutno.pl 
	 % (+48) 24 253 11 00, 6 (+48) 24 254 28 36  
	 @ rozwoj@um.kutno.pl

Contact person:  
	 Wojciech Waryszewski, English speaker:  
	 @ waryszewski@um.kutno.pl 
	 % (+48) 24 253 11 23,  (+48) 602 64 24 43

Lower Silesian Technology Park  
“T-Park”
	 ul. Szczawieńska 2, 58-310 Szczawno-Zdrój 
	 www.t-park.pl 
	 % (+48) 74 648 04 50, 6 (+48) 74 648 04 51  
	 @ info@t-park.pl 
Contact person:  
	 Krzysztof Urbański, park manager, English speaker:  
	 % (+48) 74 648 04 32

Mielec Industrial Park
	 Regional Development Agency MARR  
	 ul. Chopina 18, 39-300 Mielec 
	 www.marr.com.pl 
	 % (+48) 17 788 18 50, 6 (+48) 17 788 18 64 
	 @ marr@marr.com.pl 
Contact person:  
	� Ireneusz Drzewiecki, vice president of MARR,  

English and German speaker:  
@ idrzewiecki@marr.com.pl , % (+48) 17 788 18 61

Nickel Technology Park Poznań
	 ul. Krzemowa 1, Złotniki, 62-002 Suchy Las 
	 www.ntpp.pl 
	 % (+48) 61 658 54 99, 6 (+48) 61 658 54 99 
	 @ biuro@ntpp.pl 
Contact person:  
	 Ewa Bujak, marketing & PR specialist, English speaker:  
	 @ ewa.bujak@ntpp.pl,  (+48) 501 091 690

Opole Science and Technology Park
	 ul. Prószkowska 76, 45-710 Opole 
	 www.opnt.pl 
	 % (+48) 77 400 05 18, 6 (+48) 77 400 05 53  
	 @ info@opnt.pl  
Contact persons:  
	� Dr Bogdan Tomaszek, president of the board, Russian and 

(basic) english speaker:  
@ btomaszek@opnt.pl,  (+48) 602 734 217 
Katarzyna Brandys, project manager, English speaker:  
@ kbrandys@opnt.pl,  (+48) 694 455 474

Płock Industry and Technology Park
	 ul. Zglenickiego 42, 09-411 Płock 
	 www.pppt.pl 
	 % (+48) 24 364 03 50/60, 6 (+48) 24 364 03 52 
	 @ sekretariat@pppt.pl 
Contact person: 
	� Michał Dzierżawski, investor service and marketing specialist, 

English speaker:  
@ michal.dzierzawski@pppt.pl, % (+48) 24 364 03 56

Podkarpackie Science-Technology Park
	 Rzeszów Regional Development Agency (RARR) 
	 ul. Szopena 51, 35-959 Rzeszów 
	 www.rarr.rzeszow.pl 
Contact person:  
	 Waldemar Pijar, president of  the managing board of RARR, 	  
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	 Geeman and English speaker:  
	 @ wpijar@rarr.rzeszow.pl, % (+48) 17 852 06 10 

Pomeranian Science  
and Technology Park
	 Al. Zwycięstwa 96/98, 81-451 Gdynia 
	 www.ppnt.gdynia.pl 
	 % (+48) 58 735 11 40/41, 6 (+48) 58 622 55 88 
	 @ ppnt@ppnt.gdynia.pl 
Contact person: 
	 Magdalena Frohwerk, project manager, English speaker:  
	 @ m.frohwerk@gci.gdynia.pl, % (+48) 58 735 11 29

Poznań Science and Technology Park
	 ul. Rubież 46, 61-612 Poznań 
	 www.ppnt.poznan.pl 
	 % (+48) 61 827 97 42, 6 (+48) 61 827 97 41 
	 @ ppnt@ppnt.poznan.pl 
Contact person: 
	 Justyna Adamska, development manager, English speaker:  
	 @ justyna.adamska@ppnt.poznan.pl 
	 % (+48) 61 827 9763 

Ruda Śląska Business Incubator
	 ul. Karola Goduli 36, 41-703 Ruda Śląska  
	 www.inkubatorrudzki.pl  
	 % (+48) 32 342 22 30, @ info@inkubatorrudzki.pl  
Contact person:  
	 Wojciech Zamorski, promotion specialist, English speaker: 	  
	 @ w.zamorski@inkubatorrudzki.pl, % (+48) 32 342 22 30

Science-Technology Park  
Poland-East in Suwałki
	 ul. Noniewicza 10, lok. 426, 16-400 Suwałki  
	 www.park.suwalki.pl 
	 % (+48) 87 562 84 77, 6 (+48) 87 562 84 78 
	 @ park@park.suwalki.pl 
Contact person:  
	 Stanisław Kurak, Russian speaker 

Silesian Industrial Park
	 ul. Szyb Walenty 32, 41-700 Ruda Śląska 
	 www.sppsilesia.pl 
	 % (+48) 32 78 95 101, 6 (+48) 32 78 95 114  
	 @ sekretariat@sppt.pl 
Contact person: 
	� Justyna Dziadak, promotions and marketing, English speaker:  

@ justyna.dziadak@sppt.pl, % (+48) 32 789 51 04

Sosnowiec Science and Technology Park
	 Sosnowiec Town Hall 
	 Department of Development and International Co-operation 
	 Al. Zwycięstwa 20, 41-200 Sosnowiec  
	 www.spnt.sosnowiec.pl 
	 % (+48) 32 296 04 67, @ wrz.parktech@um.sosnowiec.pl 
Contact person:  
	 Grzegorz Dąbrowski, spokesperson, English speaker:  
	 @ rzecznik.prasowy@um.sosnowiec.pl

Szczecin Science and Technology Park
	 ul. Kolumba 86/89, 70-035 Szczecin 
	 www.spnt.pl  
	 % (+48) 91 489 20 50, 6 (+48) 91 433 60 53, @ biuro@spnt.pl  

Contact person:  
	� Magdalena Małachowska, marketing & PR specialist,  

English speaker:  
@ mmalachowska@spnt.pl

Świdnik Regional Industrial Park
	 Al. Lotników Polskich 1, 21-045 Świdnik 
	 www.park.swidnik.pl 
	 % (+48) 81 468 09 17, 6 (+48) 81 751 71 57  
Contact persons: 
	 Eugeniusz Hyz, park president, English and Russian speaker: 
	 @ ehyz@park.swidnik.pl, % (+48) 81 468 09 17 
	  (+48) 694 433 432 
	 Anna Skałecka, spokesperson, English and German speaker:  
	 @ annaskal@tlen.pl,  (+48) 509 016 106

Toruń Technology Park
	 ul. Włocławska 167, 87-100 Toruń 
	 www.technopark.org.pl 
	 % (+48) 56 621 04 21, 6 (+48) 56 654 88 24 
	 @ tpt@tarr.org.pl 
Contact person: 
	 Zbigniew Barański, chief executive officer, English speaker:  
	 @ baranski@tarr.org.pl, % (+48) 56 657 72 96

Upper Silesian Industrial Park
	 ul. Konduktorska 39A, 40-155 Katowice 
	 www.gppkatowice.pl 
	 % (+48) 32 781 20 00, (+48) 32 781 20 32  
	 @ gpp@gppkatowice.pl  
Contact person:  
	� Justyna Bartecka, marketing and development director,  

English speaker: 
@ justyna.bartecka@gppkatowice.pl, % (+48) 32 781 20 38 
 (+48) 503 135 663 

Vistula Park
	 Świecie Town Hall 
	 ul. Wojska Polskiego 124, 86-100 Świecie 
	 www.swiecie.eu 
	 % (+48) 52 33 32 323, 6 (+48) 52 33 32 311 
	 @ urzad-miejski@um-swiecie.pl  
Contact person:  
	 Justyna Brzozkowska, chief executive officer, English speaker:  
	 @ brzoz@swiecie.eu, % (+48) 52 333 30 50

Warsaw Industrial Park
	 ul. Przecławska 5, 03-879 Warsaw 
	 www.wpp.com.pl 
	 % (+48) 22 678 64 04, 6 (+48) 22 679 09 78  
	  @ wpp@wpp.com.pl 
Contact person:  
	� Władysław Sarapata, park president,  

English, German and Italian speaker:  
@ sarapata@wpp.com.pl

Wrocław Technology Park
	 ul. Muchoborska 18, 54-424 Wrocław 
	 www.technologpark.pl 
	 % (+48) 71 798 58 00, 6 (+48) 71 780 40 34  
	 @ wpt@technologpark.pl 
Contact person:  
	 Helena Adamowicz, manager of board office, English speaker: 
	 % (+48) 71 798 58 04 
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The German-Polish Chamber 
of Industry and Commerce 
(AHK Poland) is the largest 

bilateral organization of economic self-governance in Poland 
and one of the most influential German chambers of industry 
and commerce (AHK) in the world. It represents around 1,000 
member companies and has been working to develop German-
Polish relations for almost 15 years. The organization’s offer 
includes professional consulting for German and Polish com-
panies, facilitation of contacts between them and finding of 
trustworthy business partners, as well as market analysis and 
help in setting up new companies abroad.

Contact: 
	� ul. Miodowa 14, 00-246 Warsaw 

www.ahk.pl	  
% (+48) 22 531 05 00 
@ info@ahk.pl 

The Netherlands-Polish Chamber of Com-
merce’s mission is to promote business contacts be-
tween our members and between the Netherlands 
and Poland through events, networking meetings, 
our magazine, Bulletin, and our website. The cham-

ber’s main activities are monthly business drinks, educational 
services, business breakfasts and lunches and regular meetings 
with ministers and senior government officials. An interest in 
the Netherlands is all that is required to join.

Contact: 
	� Al. Jana Pawła II 29, 00-867 Warsaw 

www.nlchamber.com.pl 
% (+48) 22 653 78 85 
6 (+48) 22 653 78 74 
 (+48) 501 720 225 
@ office@nlchamber.com.pl

The British Polish Chamber of Commerce (BPCC) 
is an independent, non-for-profit organization which 
assists in the development of British-Polish business 
links. The current membership represents the broadest 
range of industrial and commercial sector. The BPCC 
holds around 75 events annually and partners in over 

200 across the UK and Polish regions. The BPCC has estab-
lished Policy Groups to promote best business practice – often 
transferring knowledge and experience from the UK – and to 
encourage structural and regulatory reforms in Poland. The 
BPCC has promoted business, trade and cultural relations be-
tween Poland and the UK since 1992.

Contact:  
	� ul. Fabryczna 16/22, 00-446 Warsaw 

www.bpcc.org.pl  
% (+48) 22 320 01 00 / % (+44) 203 239 8730  
@ membership@bpcc.org.pl

The American Chamber of Commerce in Poland 
(AmCham) is a leading business organization that 
strives to serve and promote its member companies 
as an important voice of business in Poland; to fos-
ter a positive relationship with the government; and 

to promote the free market spirit for the benefit of the Polish 
business environment.

AmCham achieves its goals through a number of activities, 
including Monthly Meetings and Business Mixers. At present 
there are 18 committees that represent all aspects of the econo-
my, from agriculture and food to IT, outsourcing, taxation and 
real estate. And to promote its values and know-how AmCham 
runs its own monthly magazine, American Investor. 

Contact: 
	� ul. Emilii Plater 53, 00-113 Warsaw 

www.amcham.com.pl 
% (+48) 22 520 59 99  
@ office@amcham.com.pl

The Polish Information and Foreign Investment 
Agency (PAIiIZ) has been servicing investors for 
16 years. Its mission is to create a positive image of 
Poland in the world and increase the inflow of for-
eign direct investment by encouraging international 

companies to invest in Poland. 

The Agency offers foreign entrepreneurs: quick access to in-
formation regarding economic and legal investment environ-
ment; assistance in finding a convenient investment location; 
help in obtaining investment incentives; guidance through all 
the necessary administrative and legal procedures; advice in 
each phase of the investment process.

Contact: 
	� ul. Bagatela 12, 00-585 Warsaw 

www.paiz.gov.pl 
% (+48) 22 334 98 00 
6 (+48) 22 334 99 99 
@ post@paiz.gov.pl

Scandinavian-Polish Cham-
ber of Commerce (SPCC) 
is one of the biggest bilateral 

chambers in Poland. It was established in 2004 as a merger of 
Danish-Polish Chamber of Commerce, Finnish Trade Guild, 
Swedish Business Club and Norwegian Business Forum. The 
main office is located in Warsaw, and Regional Representa-
tives are present in Cracow, Poznań, Wrocław, Szczecin and 
Tri-city. At the moment SPCC has 330 members. SPCC or-
ganizes a wide range of meetings for members, such as net-
working business mixers, seminars, conferences and breakfast 
meetings with renowned personalities from the political and 
economic world. 

Contact: 
	� ul. Wiśniowa 40B lok. 9, 02-520 Warsaw 

www.spcc.pl 
% (+48) 22 849 74 14 
6 (+48) 22 646 49 30 
@ spcc@spcc.pl
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