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Region of many opportunities

The most important distinguishing feature of 

the Opolskie Province is its thrift. It is also one 

of the most European regions of Poland. The 

history of the Polish-Czech-German border-

land has influenced the current image of the 

region. Presently, Opole Silesia (Śląsk Opolski) 

is a multi-cultural region. The region has been 

inhabited by generations of people, who express 

their strong ties with their own traditions 

and still cooperate in harmony for the deve-

lopment of their small homeland. Cultural di-

versity results in the wealth of experiences of 

the inhabitants, their tolerance and openness 

to the world, which together with their dili-

gence and mobility, are the best assets for every 

employer. 

The regional and local authorities of Opole 

prove their good management through the 

investments in modern infrastructure. There 

are attractive investment sites nearby the A4 

motorway. Opole is a dynamically developing 

academiccentrein Poland.Notonlydowecreate 

good conditions for living and spending free 

time but we also support the activities of those, 

who contribute to the growth of our econo-

mic capability. The Opolskie Province is among 

the leaders in attracting foreign capital. The 

majority of companies with foreign capital 

which have seen the advantages of our region 

have come from Germany, the Netherlands, Uk-

raine, Belgium, Austria and Italy. 



Capital of the province: Opole
Population: 1,091,000
Administrative structure:
counties: 11
municipalities: 71

The Czech Republic 

Dolnośląskie 
Province

Łódzkie 
Province

Śląskie 
Province
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Advantages of the Province

Convenient location 

It is located on the main transit routes 

that connect Poland with France, Germany, 

the Benelux countries and also with Ukraine. 

It borders with the Czech Republic 

A4 motorway 

The A4 motorway crosses the Opolskie 

Province and is connected to the well-

developed road network 

Developed railway network 

It encompasses the east-west railway route, 

which will be included in the Trans-European 

Railway Network 

Inland water transport 

The water transport route of the Odra River 

is of international importance 

Local airport

being developed in Kamień Śląski

Professional personnel and specialists

with high skills and extensive experience

Attractive investment sites,

especially along the motorway and in the 

special economic subzones in Nysa, Tułowice, 

Skarbimierz, Opole, Namysłów Praszka 

and Kluczbork

Multiculturalcharacterandopenness 

of inhabitants 

They encourage tourists to extend 

their stay in this region
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Road communication 

The Opolskie Province has one of the best-developed road networks 
in Poland. The A4 motorway, which is the most important commu-
nication route, is the main part of the Pan-European Transportation 
Corridor Berlin-Kiev and in the future Brussels-Rostov upon Don. 
The motorway is the element of the communication system, which 
concentrates the fl ow of the greatest number of commodities and 
people in the south of Poland. Simultaneously, it ensures effi  cient 
communication. The sites located in the neighbourhood of the 
motorway are very attractive particularly for prospective investors. 
They are concentrated within 6 centres by the motorway: ‘Prądy’, 
‘Dąbrówka’, ‘Gogolin’, ‘Olszowa’, ‘Nogowczyce’. 

COMMUNICATION INFRASTRUCTURE

Railway communication 

The railway network in the Opolskie Province is twice as highly de-
veloped as those in other parts of Poland. A number of railway routes 
of great importance to domestic and international communication 
cross the Opolskie Province (routes: Dresden-Moscow, Malmö-
Chałupki). The future plans include development and modernization 
of railway routes thanks to which quicker transport of a greater num-
ber of people and commodities will be ensured. 



Air transport

The Nearest airports operating domestic and international fl ights: 
Wrocław (101 km) and Katowice (102 km). Two airports operating 
in the province: Kamień Śląski and Polska Nowa Wieś, the latter has 
a grass runway designed mostly for sports use.
Kamień Śląski airport is a private one, a local airport for the Opol-
skie province is planned to be developed on the site.

Airport in Kamień Śląski 
Possible development of Kamień Śląski airport: 
- international connection service (cheap airlines), 
- regular service to Germany, 
- charter fl ights, 
- cargo, 
- General Aviation, 
- Certifi ed Centre for Aviation Training, 
- airplanes from all over Europe. 
The airport is an important element of the Opolskie Province com-
munication system thanks to the infrastructure (concrete runway 
length is 2350 m and width is 60 m, the airport area – 285 ha, at 
a distance of 100 m from the airport there is a railway siding and 
a hotel where guests may stay while visiting Kamień Śląski and the 
Opolskie region); and its convenient location: 
- 8 km from the A4 motorway, 
- 105 km from Wrocław, 
- 65 km from Katowice, 
- 35 km from Opole, 
- approximately 300 km from the German border, 
- 45 km from the Czech border. 

Water transport 

The River Odra is a natural thoroughfare which fl ows parallel to the 
A4 motorway. Soon it should become an international inland water 
transport route. This water route, which is full of opportunities, 
crosses the Opolskie Province from the port in Koźle in the south 
of the region to Lipki on the border of the Lower Silesia Province. 
Kędzierzyński Canal and Gliwicki Canal play an essential role in water 
transport. The largest port is in Kędzierzyn-Koźle. 

motorway

national roads

provincial roads

border crossing

motorway junctions

III Pan-european Transportation 
Corridor (TEN)

railways

the Odra River

airports

river port
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Society

The transformations of our region would not have been possible without the 
greatest wealth of this region – people who live here and are accustomed to 
hard and responsible work, open to new challenges. The Opolskie Province is 
the region with a wealth of traditions and harmonious cooperation of diverse 
cultures – Polish, Czech and German. Inhabitants of the region are open to 
international contacts and exchange of experience. Most of them work in the 
European Union countries, mainly in Germany, Austria, the Netherlands and 
Belgium. These contacts bring labour culture and standards of other coun-
tries to the local market. It infl uences skills improvement in the region and 
provides an excellent knowledge of EU employers. After their return, these 
people create new workplaces and strengthen SMEs by using their rich ex-
perience from the European labour market. The increasing level of person-
nel skills is one of the factors which stimulate the economic development of 
the Opolskie Province. The main academic centre of the region is Opole with 
30 000 students. They constitute one-third of the Opole inhabitants. 

Opole is an educational centre. There is Opole University – the greatest and 
most prestigious academic institution, and the Opole University of Technol-
ogy – a technical higher school, from which graduates in construction, aut
omaticsandrobotics,electricalengineeringandtelecommunication, IT, echan-
ics and machines construction originate. There are courses in German and 
English. 

Opole off ers the following higher education opportunities: the Academy 
of Management and Administration - the largest non-public college in the 
region preparing students for business management, the State Medical Col-
lege - educating healthcare personnel, the Faculty of Economics of Wrocław 
Banking College and branch of the Bogdan Jański College. Other education 
institutions in the region include the Vocational College in Nysa (educating 
technical personnel and conservation specialists) and the College of Fine 
Arts and Economics in Brzeg. In the Opolskie province there are 8 tertiary 
education institutions with a total of over 37 thousand students.

Opole University: 
www.uni.opole.pl 

Opole University of Technology: 

www.po.opole.pl 

Academy of Management and Administration: 

www.wszia.opole.pl 

Faculty of Economics of Wrocław Banking College:

www.opole.wsb.pl

Branch of Bogdan Jański Academy: 

www.opole.janski.edu.pl 

State Higher Vocational School: 

www.pwsz.nysa.pl 

Higher Humanistic-Economic School in Brzeg: 
www.wshe.edu.pl 

Public Medical Professional School in Opole: 

www.wsm.opole.pl



Economics and management - 41%

environment protection - 2%

environmental engineering - 9%

biology - 2%

IT - 17%

Mathematics - 2%

Physics - 2%

Chemistry - 2%

Architecture and construction - 3%

Engineering and technical  - 11%

Administration - 9%

Institute of Mineral Building Materials: 

www.immb.opole.pl 

‘Blachownia’ Institute 

of Heavy Organic Synthesis:

www.icso.com.pl 

State Science Institute – Silesian Institute: 

www.instytutslaski.opole.pl

Graduates of the selected studies: 

Scientifi c institutes play an important role in development of the re-
gion: 
The Institute of Mineral Building Materials conducts researches 
on new and developed products and technologies in the scope of 
mineral building materials. It also deals with implementation of fu-
elpower management, environment protection, certifi cation, attests 
and advisory service. 
‘Blachownia’ Institute of Heavy Mineral Synthesis in Kędzierzyn-Koźle 
conducts research on raw materials and semi-fi nished products pro-
cessing for plastics and fi bres industry. 
The State Science Institute – Silesian Institute in Opole has conducted 
interdisciplinary researches of Silesian society particularly the Opole 
Province for years. 
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Agriculture

The Opolskie Province is the region with the richest agricultural tradi-
tion. Apart from industry, agriculture is the other pillar of the regional 
economy. Thanks to such geographical features as the high quality of 
the soil, lowland areas and mild climate, it is one of the best agricul-
tural regions in Poland. The highest effi  ciency of local agriculture is 
the consequence of good production practices and farming equip-
ment. 
Companies from the food sector invest their capital in appreciation 
of the agricultural potential of the region. One of the recent invest-
ments is the mill and elevator in Stradunia, built by Diament Interna-
tional Poland Company owned by VK Muhlen AG consortium. 

Dynamically developing companies from agricul-
tural-food industry have their headquarters in 
the Opolskie Province: 

Nutricia 
PWC Odra S.A.
Animex OZD S.A.
Lesaffre Bio-corporation S.A.
Nestle Schöller Polska Sp z o.o.
Südzucker Polska Sp. z o.o.
Głubczyce Brewery
Zott Polska Sp. z o.o.
Plant of game processing TYTUS in Opole
Diamant Stradunia Sp. z o.o.
ZPU “JAL” w Kępie
Agricultural plant in Kietrz
Top Farms Głubczyce
Toska Sp. z o.o.

The local villages are modern and multi-functional. The programme 
for the restoration of villages implemented in the Opolskie Province 
since 1997 is of great importance for its image. The programme is 
based on the experiences of Rheinland-Pfalz and Lower Austria. The 
Opolskie Province is a member of the European Association for Ru-
ral Development and Village Renowal in Vienna. The main objective 
of the programme is to stimulate the activity of local communities by 
implementation of the projects inscribed in the development strategy 
created by their inhabitants. Thanks to this, the Opole villages success-
fully use opportunities supported by fi nancial assistance from the Eu-
ropean Union. Implementation of these activities has resulted in the 
success of the villages, which attract not only by their appearance but 
also interesting cultural and economic life. 
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Opolskie Economic Development Centre

Key objectives of the Centre:

- ensuring economic development conditions
- increasing the province’s economic competitiveness and innova-

tiveness level
- stimulating economic activity
- initiating activities bolstering the region’s investment appeal
- generating capital investment potential and improving processes 

of attracting and servicing external and internal investors
- off ering consultancy services and information about available sup-

port programmes, running business in Poland and other European 
Union countries

- supporting initiatives to establish business environment institu-
tions

- creating labour market

Moreover, the Centre will in charge of implementing the Opol-
skie Regional Operational Programme in the years 2007- 2013, 
Priority 1: Increasing economic attractiveness of the region.

The Opolskie Economic Development Centre (OCRG) supervises the 
operation of the Opolskie Investor Assistance Centre which has an 
extensive database of investment sites in the region, which helps all 
the businesses and entities wishing to invest in the region.
www.ocrg.opolskie.pl
www.coi.opolskie.pl

Business support

‘Silesia’ Economic Chamber 

ul. Słowackiego 10 (fl oor III) 
45-364 Opole 
tel. / fax. (+48) 077 453 84 83, 453 84 84 
e-mail: info@igsilesia.pl 
www: www.igsilesia.pl 

Opole Chamber of Commerce 

ul. Krakowska 39 
45-075 Opole 
tel/fax (+48) 077 441 76 68, 441 76 69 
e-mail: oig@oig.opole.pl 
www.oig.opole.pl 

Self-government Association A4 

ul. Piastowska 13 
45-082 Opole 
tel. (+48) 077 541 66 26 
fax (+48) 077 541 66 21 
e-mail:stowsam.a4@umwo.opole.pl 
www.stowsama4.opole.pl 

Rheinland-Pfalz Office 

ul. Reymonta 14 
45-066 Opole 
tel.: (+48) 077 453 10 48 
fax: (+48) 077 451 32 11 
e-mail: bpg@punkt.pl 
www.bpg.opole.pl 

Economic growth of the region is successfully 

stimulated also by the local government: 

the body which has already set up three offices 

representing the region outside its borders.

Objectives of Opolskie Information Office 

in Brussels:

Key objectives of the Opolskie Information Offi  ce (BIWO) include co-
operation with EU institutions, representing the province’s interests 
by lobbying for projects fi led by businesses from the region, promot-
ing the area’s economic and tourist appeal, preparing EU regulations 
updates, organising internships, site visits, economic missions, sup-
plying the region with information about tenders for community 
programmes and support in winning European partners.
Av. De Tervuren 13 B, 1040 Bruxelles
phone +32 2 732 732 1
fax +32 2 732 732 4
e-mail: opolskie@skynet.be
www.biwo.umwo.opole.pl

Objectives of Opolskie Province Office in Warsaw:

Opolskie Province Offi  ce (BWO) represents the region and provides 
information and promotion materials about it through active coop-
eration with central institutions, embassies, chambers of commerce, 
and businesses in Warsaw.
BWO promotes investment and economic growth of the region, fa-
cilitates cooperation between companies and arranges Opole busi-
nesses’ participation in promotion events, economic events, trade 
missions and fairs in Warsaw and abroad. Moreover, BWO supports 
local government and initiates new forms of the province’s coopera-
tion with foreign partners.
ul. Chałubińskiego 8/41-52 (INTRACO II building)
00-613 Warszawa
phone +22 830 13 19
fax +22 830 13 18
e-mail: opolskie-biuro@umwo.opole.pl
www.bw.umwo.opole.pl
Objectives of Economic Cooperation Office at 

Frankfurt-Hahn airport:

The Economic Cooperation Offi  ce (BWG) with its registered offi  ce in 
Frankfurt-Hahn was established based on the regional cooperation 
between the Opolskie Province and the Rhineland Palatinate.
The offi  ce represents the Opolskie province in Germany, actively 
seeks business partners in the Opolskie region, Rhineland Palatinate 
and other German lands, promotes the area’s economic potential and 
assists businesses interested in investing their capital in the province. 
It functions as an effi  cient “information exchange line” between the 
Opolskie province and German states.
Central and Eastern Europe Centre
Geb. 890, D-55483 Hahn-Flughafen, Germany
phone +49 6543 509437
fax +49 6543 509439
e-mail: oppeln@moez-rlp.de
www.opolskie.de
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Economy of the region 

Extensive sectoral structure:
- well-developed food processing and cement and lime industry facilities
- modern, advanced furniture and timber industry
- employment in private sector constitutes 79% of the total employment in industry
- number of businesses in the region totals about 93,000 
- number two in Poland in terms of the rate of growth of the number of businesses

Regional economic trends:

- increasing average employment rate in industry
- increasing average real gross remuneration
- decreasing unemployment rate
- increasing number of commissioned residential buildings
- increasing number of businesses
- increasing sold construction output
- increasing income from total business

From 1995 to 2005 the number of enterprises in the Opolskie Province increased two-
fold and currently reaches 90, 000. The majority are micro-enterprises (95.4%) with up 
to 9 employees. It shows development of entrepreneurship and activity of the inhabit-
ants. Small and medium enterprises are one of the most important elements of the 
local economy. This sector reacts most quickly and eff ectively to the changing reality 
of markets, recognizes and satisfi es the needs of customers and serves as the essential 
competitive challenge for big companies motivating them to change. 

Natural resources, particularly the deposits of marls and limestone have a great infl u-
ence on the economy of the region. Thanks to these mineral resources, the Strzelce-
Górażdże region has developed, especially regarding cement-lime sector. The most 
signifi cant companies are Górażdże Group (owned by HeidelbergCement consortium) 
and Lhoist Poland. The Opolskie Province is the place, which attracts foreign investors. 
The coeffi  cient of a number of companies with foreign capital is 4.0 per 10,000 inhabit-
ants, which gives the region a high ranking in Poland. 

Within the Opolskie Province, a dozen of branches of industry 
have been developed and among them there are: 
- Food processing 
- Fuel-power 
- Chemical 
- Cement-lime 
- Electromechanical 
- Metallurgic and metal 
- Furniture 

The Opolskie province has excellent investment sites (especially along the A4 motor-
way) - such as the Economic Activity Zone at Olszowa or sites in Ujazd and Krapkowice 
municipalities. There are also subzones of special economic zones: Wałbrzych Special 
Economic Zone “Invest-Park” in Nysa, Skarbimierz, Opole, Namysłów, Praszka and Kluc-
zbork and Starachowice Special Economic Zone in Tułowice.

One of the well-prepared investment sites in Poland belongs to the commune of Skar-
bimierz. It was distinguished during the competition ‘Grunt na medal’ and is included 
in the ‘golden sixteen’ of well-prepared grounds in Poland. In this area, Cadbury 
Schweppes plans to establish its factory -a €100 million investment project. This chew-
ing gum factory is the greatest investment in the food industry in Poland. 
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The Opolskie province is the region of buoyant local entrepreneurs 

in which foreign businesses are eager to invest their capital.

“Opolskie tutaj zostaję” (Opolskie - I’m staying here)

The objective of the programme is to promote employment and professional development 
opportunities in the region, reducing mass employment migration, raising interest in educa-
tion, further professional development in our region through promotion of the province’s 
advantages and education possibilities and encouraging people working abroad to return 
to the province. The programme’s partners include Opole businesses, entrepreneurs, labour 
offi  ces, colleges, universities and schools in the region.

“Opolska Marka” (Opole Brand)

The objective of the contest, held for fi ve years now, is to support regional entrepreneurship, 
promote the best products and services and reward those, who, in these very competitive 
times, win foreign markets. Every year, the local businesses compete in four categories: Prod-
uct, Service, Enterprise and Export - both in the SME and large enterprises sectors.

„Gmina atrakcyjna dla inwestora” 

(Municipality attractive to investors)

The objective of the programme is to support local authorities in creating conditions to at-
tract investments and motivate them to develop attractive investment off ers.
Employees selected by municipalities have learnt at the workshops how to negotiate suc-
cessfully and prepare promotional materials, as well as how to assist investors. Afterwards, 
both their municipalities and they themselves were audited. The managers were assessed in 
terms of their knowledge and competence, interpersonal skills and management style. The 
best local governments that during the verifi cation process earned at least 80 points (out of 
100), were granted three-star certifi cates attesting to their “very high level of qualifi cation in 
domestic and foreign investors winning and assistance skills”. The three-star municipalities 
included: Namysłów, Kietrz, Kolonowskie, Opole, Gogolin, Zawadzkie, Rudniki, Prószków, 
Zębowice and Kluczbork.
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Betafence consortium (former Bekaert) was established in 1895 and has been trans-
formed into the greatest Belgian company in the steel industry. In order to get closer 
to the customers from Central and Eastern Europe, the factory in Kotlarnia (commune 
of Bierawa) was built in 1993 and soon became the leading manufacturer and supplier 
of fencing systems and weldable mats in the Polish market. The important element in 
the process of selecting the company location was the opportunity to purchase a fac-
tory manufacturing meshes for the mining industry. Thanks to the friendly attitude of 
the local authorities, the plant was soon modernized and developed by an increase of 
employment up to 140 people (the majority of workers come from the neighbouring 
towns). During the time of our activity, we have experienced kindness and support from 
clerks and everyone participates in meetings and corporate events. We hope that our 
good experiences will serve as encouragement for other companies interested in invest-
ing in the Opolskie region. 

 

Selection of the location for our investments proceeded in several stages – fi rstly, we 
decided to choose Poland, then the Opolskie Province and fi nally, the commune of Skar-
bimierz. 

Why? It is clear – very good road infrastructure and communication accessibility of the 
region, good access to a highly qualifi ed workforce and also great support of local and 
regional authorities, which our company received. All these factors infl uence good con-
ditions for those companies which want to invest. 

 

Why we invested in Opole region? 
HeidelbergCement was one of the fi rst international companies to enter the markets of 
Central Europe East region after the political changes in 1989 and during the years has 
developed its network of subsidiaries in 7 countries throughout the CEE and become 
here the largest investor in its fi eld. Poland was among the fi rst countries in our portfo-
lio. 

Why did we invest in CEE and namely Poland, Opole region? We saw the opportunity of 
promising market with a big need for reconstructions and investments in infrastructure 
but also with a big potential for economic growth and development in the future. We 
were aware of professional skills of the people and long tradition in cement manufactur-
ing in Opole region. We invested signifi cantly in our subsidiaries to improve the quality 
of products and effi  ciency of our production. Today, Gorazdze Cement is one of the most 
modern and most effi  cient company in our Group and our Polish subsidiaries contribute 
signifi cantly to the good results in CEE and the whole Group. 

 

JUDITH PICKERING 

Director of investment programs
Cadbury Schweppes

I have invested in the Opolskie Province 

ANDREAS KERN 
Member of Managing Board 
HeidelbergCement AG 

PHILIP DEFORCHE 

Sales Director 
Betafence, Ltd.





ISBN  83-60455-05-8

pr
oj

ek
t Z

bi
gn

ie
w

 P
el

on

www.opolskie.pl

Marshal’s Office 

of Opolskie Voivodeship 

Foreign Cooperation
and Region Promotion Department

ul. Piastowska 14 
45-082 Opole 

tel. (+48) 077 442 93 40 
tel. (+48) 077 442 93 43 
fax (+48) 077 442 93 40 

www.opolskie.pl 
www.umwo.opole.pl 

umwo@umwo.opole.pl 
promocja@umwo.opole.pl 

Database of investment sites of the Opolskie Province 

can be accessed at www.coi.opolskie.pl 
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